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~ Statement of
- Syro-Malabar
- Synod flayed

Times News NETWoRk

Kochi: A day after Syro-Ma. '
labar Church came out witha
Statement that the recently- :
concluded Synod had ex- :
bressed its satisfaction on a :
Dolice report that the accusa- :
tions against the major arch- :
bishop with regard to thesale ':
of properties in Ernakulam- :
Angamaly archdiocesedonot :
merit any consideration, a :
priests’ organization of the :
archdiocese criticized the :
statement. =
s “Syro-Malabar Synod is :
: Dbresently in a situation :
: Whereitisunabletotakehon- :
est and morally correct stand :
and there is a need for a :
strong interference from the :
Vatican in the Church due to :
the immature decisions of :
the synod,” said the state- :
ment of Fr Jose Vailikodath, :
PRO of Athiroopatha Sam-
rakshana Samiti. :
“The police report on the :
land dealsisnotthelastword. :
: Itislearntfrom theconversa- :
: tions with bishops that many :
: of the members of the synod :
-who expressed satisfaction :
over the report which is rid- :
dled with mistakes and er- :
rors -hadn’t read or seen the
report,” the statement said.

-----------------------------------------------------
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SALE OF CHURCH LAND
Synod statement endorsing
police report upsets priests

EXPRESS NEWS SEHVI(E@Kochi

A section of priests belongmg to
the Ernakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese came out with a state-
ment criticising the Syro-Mala-
bar Church Synod for endorsing
a police report which said the ac-
cusations against the Major
Archbishop with regard to the
sale of property did not merit
consideration.
“The Syro-Malabar Synod
finds itself in a situation where
it is unable to take an honest and

fairs of the Syro-Malabar Church
due to the immature decisions of
the Synod,” said the statement
from Fr Jose Vailikodath, PRO
of Athiroopatha Samrakshna
Samithi, on Monday.

According to the statement,
the priests and laity of the arch-
diocese will oppose the decision
to pay off the debts of the arch-
diocese by selling a property at
Kottapady which was purchased
by the archdiocese instead of be-

-ing provided with the restitution

prescribed by the Vatican.
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“The police report on the land
deals is not the last word in any
sense,” the statement said.

morally correct stand and there
is a need for a strong interfer-
ence from the Vatican in the af- |
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Church land deals:
Cardmal George

rate (TPR) stood at 9.23 per cen
W and 10 migrant labourer
lle, 1,504 Covld patients
liof 12,038 ¢ itlents are un

d In the district.

Audit report puts
Alencherryina spot

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Koch
: EWS SERVICE @Ko

From what we unde the
* lt:t:c:ln':ﬁn Is to settle the Eﬁ;uﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂ of *-Eiﬂ ‘a benami of the Cardinal and
THE : : through the deal by seiling £ consid-  therefore actions in line with the
" Land deal row involving the the property at Kottappadyand ~ eration was received from indi- Indian civil law must be taken
rhs:af ulam-Angamaly Archdio- Devikulam, which were viduals who were not buyers of against him for financial misap-
sy the Syro-Malabar Church registeredinthe nameofthe the land as per the sale deed and propriation, The Cardinal's inter.
as become the talking point once archdiocese as an assurance was adjusted against the salecon-  actions with the real estate agent
aggin after the report of a private during the land deals sideration due from other buy- Saju is also mentioned in the re-
augdit firm surfaced on Friday. ASouns ers,” the agency said in the port,” said AMT spokesperson
Sopn after the 2019 report by report. : Riju Kanjookaran said in a
KPMG Forensic came to light, la- It also mentioned that, statement.
ity! activists demanded civil and ing the April 2013-March 2018 pe- during discussion, the The Syro-Malabar

legal proceedings on the issue and
sopght action against Cardinal

George Alencherry, the head of
the diocese. The confidential re-
port says that an inquiry has
found a lack of transparency in
the'appointment of agents in the
land deals. The report was then
submitted to the Vatican by the

Apostolic Administrator of the -

archdiocese, Mar Jacob

Hanatgxfﬁﬁhgency int
The was appoint-
»d to audit the financial transac-
ions relﬂte'-’l tospecific land deals
!xecutEd by the office-bearers dur-

1

riod. The report states that requi-
site approvals from canonical
bodies were not obtained during
the land transaction and that
there was no rationale for the av-
erage rate decided for the sale of
land. “No independent valuation
was carried out at the time of sale,
no communication was made to
the Canonical Bodies on sale of
land at a rate lower than the
agreed upon rate and approval of
sale deeds were made without ad-
equate review. Further, no back-
ground checks were conducted on
the buyers and there were delays

Cardinal accepted that
requisite approvals from
canonical bodies were not
obtained and a feasibility
study was not performed for

the medical college project.

The Archdiocesan Movement
for Transparency (AMT), a laity
organisation, alleged that, as per
the report, the Cardinal asked the
middleman in the land deals to in-
vest 210 crore in Deepika daily.

“Also, promises were made to
make him the :_ilhairnt:lan n?if the
daily Saju Varghese, the e
man involved in the land deals, iS

Church has not reacted
officially on the issue. De-
spite repeated attempts,
~ % the church officials were
unavailable for comment on
the latest developments. However,
sources said the church is of the
view that the report in question
was prepared by a private agency
and hence has no legal validity,
Sources said that the report can-
not be considered as the whole
truth as it has been compiled
through discussions with various
persons by the private entity and
not through any legal process,
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Ve Coula not name them then as
1any case,” he said.
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Land deals: Archdiocesan bodies to
approach Vatican appellate authority |

THE Finance Council meeting
of Ernakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese held in Kochi has de-
cided to approach the appellate
authority in Vatican against
the Church’s decision to imple-
ment restitution of the losses
incurred by archdiocese in the
controversial land deals by sell-
ing the properties at Kottap-
pady and Devikulam.
According to senior priests,
the canonical bodies of the
Archdiocese — the Consulting
Forum and the Finance Coun-
cil — have unanimously decid-
ed to opt for the provision for
recourse at the Supreme Tribu-

nal of the Church, Apostolica

Signatura, the highest judicial
authority of the Catholic
Church.

Normally regarding any ad-
ministration proceedings or
land alienation, an Archbishop

Q

Selling of another property cannot be
accepted in any way. As there is a
provision for recourse, it gives an
opportunity to share our concerns
regarding the decisions. Also, the

proceeding of sale will come to a halt

till a new direction arrives from the
Vatican regarding the matter

— Riju Kajookkaran of Archdiocese
Movement for Transparency

requires the consent of canoni-
cal bodies, but in the Vatican’s
letter issued to Mar Antony Ka-
riyil, Major Archiepiscopal
Vicar of the Archdiocese it 1S
mentioned that if the bodies
are not giving the consent, then
the Archbishop can _proceed
with the directions, said sourc-
es. In this scenario, the bodies
have decided to approach the
Supreme Tribunal for
retourse.

The members are against
sale of another property be-
longing to the Archdiocese, as
it would call for more real es-
tate issues relating to tax and
also a likely possibility of foul
play. “Selling of another prop-
erty cannot be accepted in any
way. As there is a provision for
recourse, it gives an opportu-
nity to share our concerns re-
garding the decisions. Also, the
proceeding of sale will come to
a halt till a new direction ar-
rives from the Vatican regard-
ing the matter,” said Riju Ka-
jookkaran, spokesperson of
Archdiocese Movement for
Transparency (AMT).

Also AMT has expressed dis-
approval to the approach of
Mar Antony Kariyil regarding
the issue. Riju added that as
Vicar of the Archdiocese, Bish-
op Kariyil should have stood
with priests and faithful but he
chose to remain silent.
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~ Church urges Rome to review plan

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Members of the colle-
ge of consultors and the fi-
nance council of the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
have written to the Congrega-
tion of Oriental Churches in
Rome, urging it to review the
proposed plan for restitution
of the losses incurred by the
archdiocese due to the contro-
versial land deals by selling
two other properties.
According to Canon law,
consent of these two archdio-
cesan bodies are required for
alienation of such properties.
However, the congregation
had decided to make an ex-
emption so that the archbi-
shop can goahead with sale of

properties at Kottapady and

Devikulam even if the twobo-

e

A

dies are not collaborating, In
the petition, thearchdiocesan
bodies have urged the congre-
gation toreview thisdecision.

The petition signed by the
12 priestsof the collegeof con-
sultors and the 14 members of
thefinancecouncil, including
four laity experts, was sent to

SALE OF CHURCH
PROPERTIES

the apostolic nunciature in
New Delhi and to the oriental
congregation via email on
Thursday, said a senior priest
with the archdiocese on con-
dition of anonymity. Howe-
ver, the major archiepiscopal
vicar of the archdiocese,
archbishop Mar Antony Kari-
yil is learnt to have refrained
from signing the petition.

L]

In a letter dated June 21,
the congregation had instruc-
ted the two canonical bodies
to collaborate with Archbi-
shop Kariyil. Archdiocesan
priests in the bodies, however,
believe that the letter was ca-
nonically questionable. “The
first process is to urge the en-
tity which issued the order to
review it and we have done
that. Such a dicastery doesn'’t
have the power to derogate
from the Canon. Otherwise,
the letter should have said
that it was being issued after
an audience with the Pope,
showing that the order is in
fact the will of the Pope,” said
the priest, adding that the pro-
cess of the sale would have to
be stayed as they have sought
areview.

The priestadded thatente-

'.'

S
a

ringintoyetanotherrealesta- :
te transaction would cast a :
shadow on the archdiocese’s :
financial transparency. “The :
properties in Devikulamand :
Kottappady were bought with :
the money of thearchdiocese. :
Nowhere it iswritten that the :
said property wasacollateral. :
Itisnotlogical tosettlethelos- :
ses incurred by thearchdioce- :
se by selling the property of :
the archdiocese itself. Also, :
selling it for a much higher :
amountthanhowmuchitwas |
bought for, would invite unne- |
cessary financial and legal :
hassles,” said the priest. ]
The congregation, howe-
ver, had said in the letter that
the proposal of the perma-
nent synod of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church would definitive-
ly complete the restitution.
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Archdiocese to approach SC laity
group seeks cardinal’s reS|gnat|on

Synod cannot stay silent on issue, will have to hold discussions in its meeting, says a priest

Remit T3.42 cr in tax, orders I-T dept

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 6o

SYRO Malabar Church sources
said an appeal will be filed in
the Supreme Court against the
High Court order which held
that Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry has to stand trial in
connection with the controver-
sial land deals.The HC order
has been a sethack for
the head of the Syro
Malabar Church. With
the recent events in the
Church, the Synod meet
Iater this month will be
crucial. “The Synod
cannot stay silent any
longer: They will have to
initiate action now. Dis-
cussions should be held in the
Synod,"” said a priest with the
archdiocese,

In the wake of the HC order
and income tax department is-
suing a tax notice to the arch-
diocese, the Almaya Munnet-
tam, a body of laity belonging
to Ernakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese, has demanded the car-
dinal to resign and face trial
They urged the Synod to ap-
proach the Vatican to expel the
cardinal for his alleged involve-
ment in the land deals,

“The faithful and priests be-
longing to the archdiocese
should not be put to any insult
in the public. The report of the
IT department clearly reveals
that severe discrepancies have
occurred in the land deals and
in assessing the tax. The arch-
diocese has already paid 22.48
crore so fir Again, the archdio-
cese is being put through fur-
ther payments because of the
actions of the cardinal. These
cannot be allowed,” said Riju
Kanjoorkaran, spokesperson
of Almaya Munnettam.

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ioch

DEMANDING the remittance
of ¥3.42 crore in tax, the income
tax department has issued a no-
tice to Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese after an in-
quiry into the contro-
versial land deals of the
archdiocese revealed
underreporting of in-
come. The July 6 notice
has been issued on the
land deals that took
place in the 2017-2018 as-
sessment year

Senior priests said the arch-
diocese has submitted an ap-
peal seeking a relook into the
notice issued to the I-T depart-
ment’s Appellate Authority

A long assessment detailing
the events and scrutinising the

deals has been issued Lo the
archdiocese.

“The assessee (Archbishop's
House, Ernakulam) had taken
a loan of approximately ¥58
erore from South Indian Bank
for purchasing land near Ma-
toor in Aluva, wherein a medi-
cal college was proposed to be
established. However, the
project did not materialise and
the interest on the loan became
a burden on the archdiocese.
Hence the assessee decided to
sell land owned by it at various
locations in Eochi city These
were sold by developing them,
dividing them into plots
through real estate agents who
acted as intermediaries. The

. sale considerations in anumber

of transactions were accepted
in cash and were also not used

for the objectives of the trust
(archdiocese),” states the as-
sesament arder:

It says the sale consideration
was used for purchase of an
other property.

“The assesses engaged in
real estate business. The arch-
diocese's funds have not been
used for its objectives, that
means the funds have been di-
verted,” the order states.

“The appeal was filed within
the allocated period by the I.T
department. The total remit-
tance demanded was over 5
crore. We have already paid
T2.48 crore. Since the archdio-
cese was not directly involved
in the deals and they occurred
through an individual, the no-
tice should be sent to the per-
son,” said a senior priest.

Probe inaction of officials, court asks state

COMTINUED FROM P1
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE® Hoch

THE firm stand taken by Cardi-
nal Mar Alencherry was that
being the spiritual head, he

is bound by canonical
law alone and not the
general law with re-
spect to the right of al-
ienation or transfer of
immovable properties
held by the Church. The
court said the religious suprem-
acy vested with the bishop or
apostolic succession is confined
to religions matters governed
by canonical law. This law can-
not be appliéd in derogation

from the general law’s require-
ments when the property held
i in an endowment or trust,
The court said the petitioner,
who sold the property without
complying with the Civil Proce-
dure Cotde, cannot seek shel-
ter under their constitu-
" tion or the provisions in
" canonical law
The guvernmant
should carry outa probe
' to satisfy itself whether
the settlement deed of 2007
wng executed with respect to
nt land of puram.
hukn land. The inaction on the
part of the officials concerned
should also be probed, the court
ruled.

Clear breach of trust by
cardinal, says HC

The court said the sale deeds
were executed unilaterally and
arbitrarily transgressing the Civil
Procedure Code (CPC). No notice
was Issued to the parishioners
and no consent obtained since
the land sold was not a property
of a place of worship or religious
or spiritual observances. “There is
@ clear breach of trust by the
Petitloner in the executlon of sale
deeds in favour of various
Persons, The persons, who had
Purchased the property, cannot
take sanctuary pleading
IBnorance of tm} law when they
had opted to purchase the said
Property,” hﬂ:l,tht court.,
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HC dismisses cardinal’s petitions
No Quashing Of FIRs Against Him, Alencherry Will Have To Face Trial

WHAT THE COURT SAID

Touers News HeTwons

soven petitions filed by Cardi-
nal George Alencherry to qu-
ash the cases related to Syro-
Molabar Church land-sale

Dismissing the petitions,
mr:dlm P Somarajan also or-
darid the state governmant to
conduct an enquiry on whet-
her one of the lands sold by
the cardinal was originally
povernment land and was on-
croached. The court lesued
the directive after noticing
that the settlement deed by
which the church acquired
the property does not reveal
howr the right over the propor-

Church

ty waz acquired. The court
held that the cardinal cannot
sk refuge under Cancon Laoy,
which is a personal Luw appli-
cahle (o the church, toescape
liahility under genoral bow of
tha Jand, “There s clear bre-
ach of trust by the petitioner

o move

Supreme Court
against HC order

Tinses NEws Memwoas

Eonchi: Evenas Cardinal Ge-
orge Alencherty enjoys the
support of most of the hish
ops of the Syro-Malabar
Church, the simod sof fo
start on Monday is likely to
00 erucial discussions in
the aftermath of the devel-
opments in the land deal row,
Church sources said an ap-
peal would be flled in the Su-
preme Court against the
high court order which held
that Alencherry must face
trial in the land deal case.

n the archdiocess are up in
arms again. ‘Almaaya Mun-
netam’, an organization of
Inity on Thursday issued a
statement demanding the
synod to-approach the Vati-

]
B

o
taken up for debate 5 thoap:
proval of the congregation
of oriental churches ‘In
Bome o the synods pro-

The chrurch synod

posed plan to make restitu-
tion of the losses incurred
by the archdiocese in the
sale of the its properties,
Hewever, the priestshave fil-

Sources indicated that a de-
elsfon on the proposal will
be made only after Rome {i-
nalises on the appeal filed by
the Ernakulam priests.

The uniformmoda of cal-
ebration of the Hely Qurba-
na in the church has also
bedn a topic of diseussion in
the rien up to the synod.

A singular mode of cole-
brating the mass has long
been a bone of contention
within the Syro-Malabar
Church as various dioceses
follow at least two different
modes of celebrating the
mass, an obvious differencs

in the execution of sale deeds
in favour of wvariows per-
soms,™ the cowrt held.

That the lands were sold
without any publicauctionor
notheetothe parishioners ata
throw-away price shows cri-
minal conspiracy the court

Income tax dept demands
%3.42cr from archdiocese

Tines News NETwoas

Eochi: The income tax (I-T)
department issiidanoticeon
July & demonding a remit-
tanceof Rs3.42crore from Er-
nmakulam-Angamaly archdio-
ooseastax afior An enguiry in-
to its controversial tand deals
im 2017-18 fonnd that there was
anunderreportingof income.
The archdiocese has submit-
ted an appeal against the no-
tieo to the appellate authority
of I-T department. said sourc.
[

The mothos was is5id un-
der Section 158 of the Income

' Tax Act, 1961. A copy of the13-

page long assessmaent, order
scrutinizing the controver.
#ial 1and deals of the archdic-
cogp, was also served to the
archdiocese. The order also
dated July 6, states that the
archdipcese itself {satristes-
tahlished for religicus and

PUrEes.

“The assesses (Archbish-
op's house, Ernakulam) had
taken a loan of approxXimately
Fs 58 crores for purchase of
lond near Matoor, AduvVa
whersin a medical college
was proposed to be establish-
ed. However, the project didn’t
materialize and the intepest
on Rs 58 crore loan had be-

baing the prisst fecing the comea burdenon the archdio-
omony in certaln dioceses  cided tosell land owned by it
and facing the altar in cer-  wWhichwere locnted at various
tain other dioceses, Theuni-  locations in Kochl city... The
form mods would hive the  property was sold by develoge
priest facing the faithful as  ing them through profession-

well asthealtar

al real-estate ngents who act

sald. Tho court also pointed
out that money was pald 10
of the
chirch only after a police
eomplaint was fled by Joshy
Varghess of Pullnyvachy abo-
ut the land deals.

perties held by a church are
hald undor publbe trust, wn-
less the properties are inte-
gral to religious worship. The
court also held that &
cannot divert its fund or pro-
party for non-religlous pur:
pode, such as establishing an
aducational Institution o
charitable organization, wit:
hout complying with Sectlon
(%) of Civil Procedure Code.
As por Section §3(3), & co-
urt has to grant permission if
the funds or property of acha-

b ased for purposes
th%mm
court !
wersof a o
peal chireh cver
spiritualaffairsof thechtrely
deos not Inclode the right 1o |
sell property that has thocha. -
racter of & religlous ondow.

e,
Canon Lirw cannot be applled -

ment of fhe genoral L, when |
the property held is elther in |
endowment or in trost,” the
Judgmient sald £

bishopin an Eplece
temporalnnd

in derogation of the require

Further, the eourt sabd in |
tha jucdgment that s unfort- |
unate that no endowment e
gislation has been passed so :
for to address the various |s-
sues connected with the legal |
status of church authorities |
regarding properties held in
public trust. 3

=l B
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The notics wis ssued under Section 155 of the income Tax Act, 1961
e as intermediaries, The sale The order also states that

conaiderations ina mimber of
transactions were accepted in
cash and were also not uth
lized for the objectives of the
frugt, " stated the order.

As per the order, the sale
‘consideration’ was used for
purchaseof another property
“Full consideration paid for
purchaseof this property was
ot disclosed in the books of
accounts. The property thus

wis to be devel-
opod and sold for further prof-
it. Another property was also

at’ Munnar, the
true value of which was not
disclosed in the books of ac-
counts. Noclear source of pay-
ment has been provided for
purchase of the second prop-

during the coursa of knvesti-
pations evidence indleating
suppression of the troe valug

of land sale wore recovered,
“I woudonot pay the amount
speci-
fled above penalty (which :
maybeasmuch as theamount - :
of tax in armeac) may be im-
posad upon you after giving |
vou @ reasonahle opportunity
of baing heard in accordance @
with Section 221,” sald theno-

af tawithin the period

tioa
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Mpanwhile, an official
archdiocese source sakd the .

ge2EE BE

appeal was fledwithin the 30-
day’ allocated window “The
total remitiance demanded :
from us on multiplecccaslons.

was over B 5 crores. W have  ©

lﬁm; ¢ tion of it tobeeligi-
o b file an appeal. What we

have intheappeal
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Cardinal has to face trial in . Income Tax dept

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Cardinal Mar George Alan-
cherry, Major- Archbishop of
the Syro-Malabar Church
and head of the archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamaly,

will have to face trial in the"

criminal cases = booked
against him in connection
with a land scam, the Kerala
High Court said on
Thursday. .
Justice P. Somarajan, who
dismissed six appeals filed
by the Cardinal and one by
another accused against a
trial court order, also asked
the government to probe a
2007 settlement deed, about
which the court harboured a
“reasonable doubt” of ma-
nipulation. The settlement
deed was executed by Fr. Se-

. _bastian Vadakumpadan, the

George Alancherry

power of attorney-holder of
the Religious Congregation
of Brothers of the Roman
Catholic community, Aluva.
It is to be probed whether
the title deed of a govern-
ment property was manipu-
lated, the court ordered.
The scam pertains to the
sale of various holdings of
the Syro-Malabar Church, al-

legedly flouting the bylaws,

of the Church and causing
heavy financial losses. The
sale deeds were executed
without conducting a public
auction or public sale with
notice to all concerned. The

deal was thus executed sole-

ly for the purpose of “giving
the property to certain se-
lected persons at a throwa-
way price capriciously and
at the whims and fancies of
the Cardinal,” the court said.

Meanwhile, close on the
heels of the Income Tax (I-T)
Department directing the
Ernakulam-Angamaly arch-

.diocese to remit ¥3.5 crore,

citing capital gains the arch-
diocese made in land tran-
sactions, the Church has
submitted an appeal before
the 1-T Appellate Authority,
seeking a relook at the

directiﬂe. ;

/ - archdioces
land scam cases: KeralaHC b
2 ? ": %&:& CORRESPONDENT th
. They pertain to sale of Syro-Malabar Church holdings . Close on the heels of the In- . 3
2 : come Tax Department di- 1

recting the Ernakulam-
gamaly archdiocese of the .
Syro-Malabar Church to re-
mit ¥3.50 crore, citing capi-
tal gains the archdiocese
made in land transactions,
the Church has submitted
an appeal before the I-T Ap-
pellate Authority, seeking a
relook at the directive.

The assessment order
dated July 6 says the pro-
ceeds in cash after the sale
of land (totalling %3.06
acres) owned by the arch-
diocese in four places were
used for purchasing alterna-
tive land in two other plac-
es. The Church land was
sold citing the need to repay
a crore bank loan. The
order was sent by the de-
partment’s Central Circle.

Church sources said the
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HC dismisses plea of
Cardinal Alencherry

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI :

The Kerala High Court on
Wednesday dismissed a
plea of Cardinal George
Alencherry, Major Arch-
bishop of the Syro-Malabar
Church, seeking exemp-
tion from appearing in per-
son before the Judicial First
Class Magistrate Court,
Kakkanad, in seven crimi-
nal cases filed in connec-
tion with the sale of
Church property.

The cases were regis-
tered on a complaint filed
by Joshy Varghese of Pe-
rumbavoor, alleging of-
fences under Sections 406
(punishment for criminal
breach of trust), 423 (dis-
honest or fraudulent exe-
cution of a deed of transfer
containing a false state-
ment of consideration),
and 120 B (criminal conspi-

racy) read with 34 (acts
done by several persons in
furtherance of common in-
tention) of the Indian Pe-
nal; Code.

Dismissing his petition,
Justice Ziyad Rahman A.A.
observed that granting an
exemption to the petition-
er for the first appearance
in these cases would send
a wrong message to socie-
ty. The petitioner sought
exemption from his appea-
rance on the ground that
as a religious head, he was
required to carry out func-
tions in various capacities
under the Church.

Meanwhile, A]amaya
Munnettam, an organisa-
tion of lay people in the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese, demanded that
the Cardinal immediately

step down and leave the

Church headquarters at
Mount St. Thomas.
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Cardinal has no
spl privilege,
should appear
in court: HC

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Hochl

THE KERALA High Court
on Wednesday denied re-
lief to Cardinal Mar
George Alencherry, the
major archbishop of Syro-
Malabar Church, from ap-
pearing before the court in
cases registered over sale
of Church’sland, saying he
was not entitled to any spe-
cial privileges.
Alencherry had sought
exemption from appearing
before the Ju-
dicial First
Class Magis-
trate Court,
Kakkanad, in
seven cases
registered in
connection
with the sale. In his plea,
Alencherry said he was a
religious head who was re-
quired to conduct several
functions in various capac-
ities under the Church.
Dismissing his plea, the
HC said, “The accused is
bound to appear before the
court unless it exempts
him.” Justice Ziyad Rah-
man A A said granting the
exemption would send a
wrong message to society:
“The position he holds
would not make him enti-
tled to special privilege
when he is brought beforea |
court as accused. The statu-
tory mandate is above the
superiority the accused pos-
sesses or claims to have,”
the HC said. e More on P4
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“THE petitioner is just an ac-
cused before the court, one who
is not entitled to claim any spe-
cial privilege and is required to
face the proceedings just like
any other citizen,” said the
HC.

The court added that the pro-
visions of Code of Criminal

—1  notpreter stocking them as they

the lone factor,” she said.

1‘%‘ l}%ril%?é%igd]l%c%fq% can come to court’

person is proceeded against for

violating the law or for commit-

ting an offence. _
“No preferential treat-

Procedure Code (CrPC) did not
distinguish between ordinary
citizens and persons holding
superior positions in their

~ religious, political, so- = ment can be claimed by
cial, or other £ anyone for any reason
institutions. unless the statute con-
“Equality before law, templates such privi-
enshrined in Article 14 lege,” said the court.

It also said Alencherry

was admittedly attending
meetings across the globe as
part of administrative func-

of the Constitution, is
not confined to cases where

one seeks to enforce his rights.
It is equally applicable when a

tions, indicating he was not un
der any physical difficulty tha
prevented him from appearin;
before_ the court at least on one
occasion to take bail and exe
cute the bond.

However, the High Court ob
served that the magistrate
court can consider his pending
plea seeking exemption from
personal appearance through
out the trial, after his first ap
pearance before it.

i @
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~ Cardinal has to appear

for trial, says high court

Kochi: A high court bench of Justice Ziyad Rahman
AA onWed.t}esday dismissed a plea by Syro Malabar
Church major archbishop Cardinal George Alen-
cherry, seeking exemption from
& personal appearance for the trial in
the cases related to church land-sale
| row The court said the cardinal is
not entitled to any special privileges

~ uld send a wrong message to society.
The plea had challenged the order by Judicial
First Class Magistrate Court, Kakkanad insisting
on personal appearance.
Denying the plea, the high court also said that
granting exemption would lead to people losing fa-

ith in the administration of jus-
*NO SPECIAL tice The petitioner’s position
PRIVILEGE® doesnotentitle him toany spe-

== cial privileges, the court said.
“Irrespective of his position, he is just an accused

: pefore the court of 1aw...,” the HC judgment said.

Further, the court pointed out that the Code of
Criminal Procedure does not distinguish between
ordinary citizens and persons holding :_v.uperiar po-
sitions in their religious, political, social, or other
institutions. The principle of equality before the
law,under Article14, isnotonlyapplicable while see-
king enforcement of rights but also in proceedings
for violating the law; the court added.

While the magistrate court has the power to
grant an exemption, it can only be exercised in rare

oases inwhich theaccused would faceextreme hard:

ship if required to appear in person, the high court

s p-on.n-lo--..|-u-¢-.no.-¢---l-!-*'lH"".“"""""“"'"“‘" """"""
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M and granting any such privilege wo- -

HC notice to
actor Dileep

Kochi: The high court has directed for
sendinganoticetoactor Dileeponaplea
filed by the crime branch
seeking cancellation of
thebail granted tohimin
M actressassaultcase.

iy )Y Justice Kauser Edap-
g h

pagath issued the directi-

ve after consideringa pe-

tition filed by the crime branch. The in-

vestigating agency has contended that it

found evidence retg:.alrc:'lj:n%1 attemptstoin-

uence witnes-

CANCELLATION ring of eviden-

——— 0o fUring afurt-
her investigation conducted.

" The probe team approached HC after
the trial court dismissed the plea for can-
celling the actor’s bail. Questioning the
Jower court’sorder before the high court,
the crime branch team has alleged that
around10witnesses wereattempted tobe
influencedand calls and other communi-
cation records of the actor and those clo-
seto him have been tampered with.

The lower court dismissed the plea
for cancelling bail without properly app-
reciating these aspects, crime branch
has alleged in the plea in the HC. The co-
urt will hear the case next week. TN
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Court grants bail to
Cardinal Alencherry

Kochi: Major archbishop of
the Syro Malabar Church
Cardinal George Alencherry
appeared before the judicial
first-class magistrate court
Kakkanad on Friday and he
was grantedbail ina caseaga-
inst him and others, connec-
ted with the controversial
land deals of the Ernakulam
Angamaly archdiocese.

~ The hearing in the case
was reportedly advanced to
Friday and the Cardinal ap-
peared before the court. The
complainant in the petition,
Joshy Varghese, said that he
came to know about the deve-
lopment only on Friday

LN ) LI )
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night. “When I inquired abo-
ut it, I came to know that he
had come to the court around
3pm without inviting much :
attention to his visit. He se- :
ems to have filed a requestto :
advance the hearing and ex-
ecuted bail,” said Varghese.
The case hasnow been posted
toJanuary 31.
Thehighcourthadearlier :
dismissed Alencherry’s peti- :
tion seeking exemption from :
personal appearance in the
courtanddirected himtoface
trial. Later, an oral plea befo- :
re the Supreme Court see- !
kingasimilarexemptionwas :
alsoreportedly declined. Tnn
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Call for
Alencherry’s
resignation

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Almaya Munnettam, an or-
‘ganisation of lay people in
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church, has de-
manded the resignation of
Cardinal George Alencher-
ry in the wake of the Su-
preme Court’s dismissal of
his plea to quash criminal
‘cases against him over the
alleged irregularities in the
‘sale of properties belong:

ing to the archdiocese.
It will be a blot to believ-
ers, if the Cardinal conti-
" nued in the position while
facing trial. Hence, he
| should relinquish \all‘ his

=
b=

-

duties and co-operate with -

the probe, said Jemy Au-

- gustine, convener ofthefo- '

rum, in arelease.

The Vatican and the Sy-
ro-Malabar Church Synod
should expel him, if he re-
fused to relinquish his res-
ponsibi]itiés, he said. Mo-
ney given by the faithful as
offerings was spent . for
meeting legal expenses in
cases against the Carding],
according to the forum,







