'Row over unified mass: Archblsho

blocked at Ernakulam Basilica gate

Dissident group camps near the church and raises slogans seeking Mar Thazhath's return

EXPRESS IIE'I‘S 5 SERVICE @ochi

THE row over implementing
Syro-Malabar Church’s uni-
form mass took a violent turn
as Archbishop Mar Andrews
Thazhath was blocked at the
gates of Ernakulam St Mary's
Cathedral Basilica by a dissi-
dent group of Ernakulam-An-
gamaly archdiocese who are
opposing it, on Sunday
morning,

The dramatic ineident un-
furled when Mar Thazhath,
who is also the administrator
of the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese, arrived at the Ba-
silica in the morning to lead
the mass.

Mar Thazhath decided to
conduet the uniform mass on
Sunday as it marked the com-
mencement of the liturgical
calendar. He had given prior in-
formation in this regard to the
Vicar of the Basilica. Priests
and faithful came out against
the move and started an indefi-
nite agitation on the premises
of the Bishop's House,

It was around 5.30 am that
Mar Thazhath arrived at the
gates of the Basilica for con-
ducting the mass that was to
start at 6 am. Before his arrival,
the dissident group camped
niear the church and raised slo-
gans asking him to return. Lat-
er, they locked the gate of the
Basilica from inside preventing
the entry of archbishop's
vehicle.

Soon, a group of faithful who
supports the uniform mass also
arrived at the place. To avoid a

In Kochl on Sunday | & sasess

The pro and anﬂ unlfred holy mass faithfuls hold demonstrations and nrntesls outside St Mary's falhedral Bas!llta

The (church) key will be retumed when the matter Is resolved at a
meeting to be conducted by the district administration. It has to be
ensured that no such violence takes place In future

Jayakumar Chandramohan, ACP, Emakulam Central

confrontation, Mar Thazhath
returned to Thrissurafter wait-
ing at the gates for over half an
hour. The viear of the Basilica
then conducted the Sunday
mass in the old (Mass facing
the people) format.

Later, a group of activists
who support the uniform mass
entered the archbishop's house
and vandalised the premises.
Soon police officials arrived at

the spot and removed the
protestors.

The police locked up the
church as a preventive meas-
ure, Police also recorded the ar-
rest of six persons under Sec-
tion 151 CrPC (Arrest to prevent
the commission of cognizable
offences).

Jayakumar Chandramohan,
ACE Ernakulam Central, said
that the church gates were

locked as a temporary arrange-
ment. “The key will be returned
when the matter is resolved at
a meeting to be conducted by
the district administration. It
has to be ensured that no such
violence takes place in future,"
he said.

The issue pertains to the de-
cision of the Syro-Malabar
Church synod in August last
year to implement a unified
form of holy mass across the
church. However, Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese has not
implemented the decision as it
is staunchly opposing the uni-
fied mass.
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Priests demand reopening
of St. Mary s Basilica

Thé Hmdu- Bureau _

KOCHI

A group of priests staged a
protest in front of the St.
Mary’s Cathedral Basilica,
the principal church of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly

Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church on Thurs-

day demanding that the ba-

silica be reopened for Mass
and prayers.

- Father Sebastian Tha-
lian, senior priest, said the
demand would continue to
be raised until the basilica
was reopened.

The basilica was taken
over by the police and

handed over to the district
administration on Sunday
following tension between

two groups. within the

archdiocese over Mass.The
groups were on the verge
of a heated exchange on
Sunday when the police in-
tervened and took over the
basilica.
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Priests hold prayer
meet outside church

TiMes News NETwork

Kochi: Priests of the Ernakulam Angamaly

archdiocese on Thursday held a prayer meeting

outside the gates of the St Mary’s Cathedra] Ba-
& | silica here which was locked

R . | down by police following clashes

on Sunday:

The priests gathered at the
archbishop’s house and held a
rally singing prayer songstill the
cathedral gate where they held a

prayer meet. PRO of the Athiroopatha Samraks-
hana Samithi, an independent organisation of
priests, said in a press note that the priests call
for an immediate solution to current problems
through the intervention of the government offi-
cials and the bishops of the synod.

On Sunday early morning, dissident acti-
vists of the Ernakulam Angamaly archdiocese,
opposing the Syro Malabar Church’s new uni-
form mass had blocked archbishop Mar An-

: drews Thazhath at the gates of the church lea-

: dingtoaconfrontation between the two sides.

:  Following clashes over the implementation
of uniformmass in thearchdiocese, the gate was
locked by police on Sunday. A delegation of the
Ernakulam Angamaly archdiocese, including
thevicar of thebasilicachurch, hadmetwiththe
district collector and city police commissioner
on Monday and sought necessary actionsfor reo-
peningthegatesof thechurch. .

The priests said that the laity’s right to wors-
hip was being curtailed since the church’s gates
remained locked since Sunday.




Priests protest outside

Tinmes News NETwoRk

Mar Thazhath

Kochi: Priests of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
on Monday protested against
the apostolic administrator
of the archdiocese, Mar An-
drews Thazhath. by symboli-
cally blocking theentrance to
his room with red ribbons.
The priests also pasted a do-
cument, which described his
alleged ineligibility to occu-
py the office, on the door:

ERNAKULAM-
ANGAMALY

The priests of the arch-
diocese had been resisting
the implementation of a uni-
form style of Holy Mass here
and the administrator was
appointed to implement it.
The priests, through a state-
ment issued by Fr Jose Vaili-
kodath, said that they con-
demned the actions of the
apostolic administrator, who
was conducting day-to-day af-
fairs under police protection
by keeping the priests outsi-
de the gates of the archbi-
shop's house.

Appointing an admini-
strator to the basilica cathed-
ral was a challenge to the
archdiocese, they said. Fr Se-

sroom

AGAINST UNIFIED MASS: As part of the protest against Mar
Andrews Thazhath, the priests pasted a document, which described
his alleged ineligibility to occupy the office, on the door

HC extends police cover for archbishop

Kochi: Kochi: A high court bench of Justice Anu Sivaraman, in an
interim order on Monday, extended the police protection
granted to the life of archbishop Andrews Thazhath from
protesters demanding a uniform mass at the Syro-Malabar

Church, until December 22.

The order granting police protection was originally issued on
December 5 after considering a petition filed by the 71-year-old
archbishop. The court had also directed for issuing notices to
Athirupatha Samrakshana Samithi and Almaya Munnetta
Samithi, who were named as opposite parties inthe plea. m

bastian Thalivan said that
they would resist the move to
enforce unified mass in the
archdiocese. The priests will
gather at the archbishop’sho-
use after the Christmas Day
mass and relaunch an indefi-
nite protest there, he added.
Ernakulam St Mary's
Cathedral Basilica was lock-

ed by the police following
clashes between groups of la-
ity on November 27.

Fr Thalivan had recently
filed a police complaint alle-
ging that the archbishop was
creating a volatile situation
using police protection as a
cover to implement the uni-
form mass.
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Uniform Holy Mass: Parlshloners block
administrator at St Mary’s Basilica

EXRRESSINEWS SERVICE @ocily

AFTER remaining closed for
nearly a month following a
clash between the anti and pro-
Unified Holy Mass faithful, Er-
nakulam St Mary’s Cathedral
Basilica opened on Tuesday.
The day saw dramatic events
unfolding in front of the Basil-

ica when the newly-appointed

administrator Fr Antony
Puthuvelil came to offer Holy
Mass as per the instructions of
Mar Andrews Thazhath. Ac-
cording to Fr Jose Vailikodath,
PRO, Archdiocese Protection

Committee, the parishioners
prevented Fr Puthuvelil from
entering the Basilica and cele-
brating the Holy Mass. “The
Archbishop had revoked the
powers of rector Monsig-
nor Anthony Narikulam
without valid reasons.
He then appointed his
person Fr Puthuvelil as
the administrator and
gave him the powers of the
rector too. As soon as the pa-
rishioners heard the news, the
Parish Council met and passed
a resolution proclaiming that

they won’t accept the new ad-

ministrator. They decided to
prevent him from offering the
Unified Holy Mass,” said Fr
Jose.

Accordingly, when Fr Puthu-
velil arrived at 6.30am, the
parishionersblocked him.

“After he left, the assist-
ant vicar of the Basilica
along with other priests
offered the Holy Mass by
facing the congregation,”
said Fr Jose. He accused apos-
tolic administrator, Archbishop
Mar Thazhath of trying vari-
ous ways to enforce the sense-

less decision of the Synod.
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Laity prevents
unified

Nearly a dozen priests ented the

altar of St Ma

ry's Cathedral Basilica

in Ernakulam and celebrated Holy Mass in the old format on Tuesday |

TimMes News NETWORK

Kochi: Dramatic scenes pre-
vailed at Ernakulam St Mary’s
‘Cathedral Basilica on Tuesday
morning as laity activists of
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese prevented Fr An-
tony Puthavelil, the newly-ap-
pointed administrator of the
cathedral, from conducting
mass in the uniform format.

CATHEDRAL BASILICA

The cathedral basilica was
locked by the police following
clashes between laity groups
on November 27. The apostolic
administrator of the archdio-
cese Mar Andrews Thazhath
had attempted to conduct
mass, leading to the clash bet-
ween two factions who oppose
and support the implementa-
tion of a unified mass in the
archdiocese.

After being appointed as
administrator of the cathedral
by Mar Thazhath, Fr Puthave-
lil took over the keys to the
church from the police late on

Monday. He tried to conduct
the mass in the unified format
on Tuesday morning, only to
be blocked by priests and acti- |
vists. Nearly a dozen priests
entered the altar and conduc-
ted mass in the old format. |
“I was directed to conduct |
mass in the unified format. Ho- |
wever, priests and parish coun- |
cil members blocked me in the
morning. Priests then conduc- |
ted the mass without my as-
sent,” said Fr Puthavelil, ad-
ding that the church trustees
witnessed police handing over |
thekey tohim. Legal measures |
to resolve the issue are being
sought, he added. i
Meanwhile, priests of the
archdiocese, through a state-
ment issued by Fr Jose Vailiko-
dath, said that the parishio-
ners had prevented the priest
from conducting the unified
mass. The priests said that |
they are planning to conduct
continuous adoration at the
cathedral during the Christ- .
mas week, and it would conti:
nue till a decision favouring
the mass in old format is taken.
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A tumultuous Christmas awaits |
Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese

Division over the way Mass is celebrated is 1 widening, giving rise to bitterness between laity and clergy on one side and the hicrarchy on the other

KOCHI

very year, Christ-

mas armives with the

promise of peace 1o
men of goodwill. But for
the unwavering Catholics
in the Syro-Malabar Arch-
diocese of Ernakulam-An:
gamaly, goodwill has van-
ished. And, there is no
question of peace, at least
for a while as the division
aver the way the Mass is ce-
lebrated is growing wide
each day giving rise to bit-
terness between a group of
laity and clergy on cne side
and the hierarchy on the
other.

‘The roots of what looks
like a crisis now can be
traced 1o the controversial
land deals by the archdio-
¢ese between 2013 and
2018, in which it sustained
financial losses.

Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry. Major Arch-
bighop and head of the Sy
ro-Malabar Church, came
under severe criticism for
his' alleged role in the
deals. The marter has been
dragged to a civil court of
law even as the Cardinal’s
critics have called for mak-
ing good the losses suf-
fered by the archdiocese.

The Mass [ssue, on the
other hand, has caused an
explosion of the liturgical
kind. Accusations and

counter-iccusations,  pol-

lce intervention, court cas-
es,, protests spilling into

the  sireets, boycoits, a

brief closure of the 5t. Ma-

ry's Cathedral Basilica, the
principal church, a bar on

protesting clergy and laity
entering the archbishop’s
hiouse, and fagging threats
of action from the hierar-

Inthe eye of the storm: The 5t Mary'’s Basilica Cathedral, the principal church of the Syro-Malabar
Archdiocese of Emakulam-Angamaly, is a0 the centre of 3 despute over the unified Mass, There aneno
decorations for Chistmas at the church s the controversy deepens. n s

chy have marked the un-
folding drama.

Unified Mass

The present phase of the
controversy over Mass ce-
lebration -had its begin:
nings in August last year
when the Synod of bishops
of the Syro-Malabar
Church decided to issue a
diktar that all dioceses
must adopt a system in
which.  the celebrant
(priest) faced the congrega:
tion (those attending the
Mass) during the first part
of the ceremonies up to the
Credo. During the conse-
cration and the sacramen-
tal part, the priest faces the
altar and then in the last
part, after the Commu-
nion, the priest again faces
the participants.

Briefly called the 50:50
formula, the unified Mass
has not found favour with
the vast majority of laity
and clergy in the archdio-
cese, who cite more than

The roots of what
looks like a crisis
now can be traced to
the controversial

half-z-century of tradition
of fully congregation-fac-
ing Mass.

In other words, those
opposed to the synodal de-
cision. want to contimie
with the present practice
of the celebrant facing the
congregation  throughout
the Mass. They have conti-
nued to do o despite offi-
clal efforts to bring about
liturgical unity across the
Syro-Malabar Church.

The Syro-Malabar
Church is among more
than a score of oriental
churches fully in cammu-
nion with Rome:; It is anin-
dividual church where the
decision by its Synod is fi-
nal. But those opposed to

the synodal Mass have
called on the hierarchy
and the Pope (o recognise
a fully congregation-facing
Mass as a liourgical variant.

The Church has a mem-
bership of arotnd fve mil-
lion people who are mem-
bers of 35 dioceses.
Thirty-four of these dioces-
es have implemented the
Synodal Mass, said Father
Antony Vadakkekara, me-
dia commission secretary
of the Syro-Malabar
Church.

The Archdiocese of Er-
nakulam-Angamaly is' the
exception. With a member-
ship of around five lakh pe-
ople, the archdiocese has
argued its case for a fully
congregation-facing mass
citing the practice in the
spirit of the Secend Vatican
Council, which called for
MOTE OPErness.

Father Vadakkelkara sabd
the path to conciliation in
the archdiocese was not
closed. Parishes can seek

only temporary exemption
from the Synodal decision.
Senior priest and secretary
of the council of priests of
the archdiocese Father Ku-
riakose Mundadan said the
feelings of the dominant
majority of laity and clergy
in the archdiocese were in
favour of fully congrega-
tion facing Mass. They
have been conveyed 1o
Ko

me.

Father Mundadan is
among those who have vo-
ciferously opposed the
Synodal Mass and =aid tha
the Mass was not simply
about rubrics. It ks about
the spiritual welfare of the
people, he sald and won-
dered why a second
thought was not possible.
Imposition of the will of
the Synod is not the way
out, he added.

The controversy over
Mass celebration has had
its victims too. Bishop Ja-
cob Manathodath of Palak-
kad had been appolnied
apostolic administrator. of
the archdiocese following
the land deal controversy.
Later, when the row over
Mass. celebration  broke
out, Archbishop Antony
Kariyil was appointed vicar
of the major archbishop,
answerable  directly to
Rome. Later, Archbishop
Andrews Thazhath was ap-
pointed apostolic adminks-
trator.. None of them has
been: able to implement
the Synodal decision.

Police intervention

It was most evident on No-
vember 27, the first Sunday
of 2022 advent, when Mar
Thazhath was prevented
from celebrating the Syn-
odal Mass at the St. Mary's
Cathedral. The dispute al-

most turned into physical |

confrontation. when the | |

police intervened to close
the church and hand it ov- |

er to the civil admintstra- 1 =
tion. Since then, the newly | ==

appointed administrator of |
the cathedral basilica,

Father Antony Puthavelil, | -=

has also been prevented | ™
from celebrating the Syn-
odal Mass
The chasm between the
hierarchy and s oppo- |
nents i deepening. A un- |
fired Mass system looks a
distant reality as those in |
favour of the fully congre-
gation-facing Mass organ-
ised the inauguration of
the centenary celebrations
of the creation of the hie-
rarchy of the Syro-Malabar
Church. On December 21, |
1923, it was raised to the
status of an  individual
church. Father Mundadan |
claimed that the hierarchy
had largely ignored the
milestone.
None of the bishops, in-
cluding the Cardinal, is
participating in the open-
ing of the centenary cele-
brations. A member of the
Samyukta Almaya Sam-
rakshana Samithi faeour-
ing the Synodal Mass said
the supporters of the Syn-
od were disappointed that
the bishops" council had
notacted irmly agaknst the
rebels. But those opposed
to the Synod have called
for a rethink on its deci-
sion, Meanwhile, the cath-
edral basilica and the arch:
bishop's house, which
usually are abuzz with
Chrisimas time activities,
are quiet. Shorn of lLights
and decorations, there is a
drab look about the cathe-
dral, symbolising a time
when there i no peace.
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. QUICK READ
Unified Holy Mass: Ruckys
at St Mary’s Cathedral Basilicg

Kochi: The St Mary’s Cathedral Basilica, which is the
headquarters of Major Archeparchy of Ernaku lam-Angamaly,
witnessed a confrontation between two groups over offering
Unified Mass. Father Jose Vailikodath, senior priest and public
relations officer of Athiroopatha Samrakshana Samiti, said in a
statement that when a group of priests in the Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese of the Syro-Malabar Church were
offering the Mass, Fr Antony Puthuvelil, the new administrator
of the Basilica, disrupted it. Fr Vailitlkodath, on behalf of the
samiti, condemned the act of Fr Puthuvelil entering the altar.
Fr Vaililkodath and other priests who support the Mass facing

the congregation, said Fr Puthuvelil could disrupt the Mass due
to the support of the police. K7 AL
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Ruckus at church: Falt%ful
divided over setting up of /
investigation commission

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Almaya Samrakshana
Samithi on Thursday lauded

the archdiocese officials’ deci-

sion to constitute an inquiry

commission to investigate the
untoward incidents that took

place at Ernakulam St Mary’s

Cathedral Basilica. They de-
manded that the commission
conduct an impartial inquiry
into the matter and take strict
action against those who were
involved in the ruckus.
Meanwhile, the dissident
group opposing the unified
Holy Mass shot off a letter to
the Pope and the Synod Bishops
highlighting their refusal to ad-
here, to the directive issued by
the apostolic administrator of
Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archeparchy Mar Andrews
Thazhath, -

All the desecration acts like
the toppling of the altar
where Pope John Paulll
R _ offered Holy Mass happened
right in front of Fr Puthuvelil

Fr Jose Vallikodath

Q

Fr Jose Vallikodath said the
people who had actually dese-
crated the Holy Qurbana and
the altar were the ones who sup-
ported Apostolic Administrator
Mar Thazhath and Fr Antony
Puthuvelil. “All the desecration
acts like the toppling of the al-
tar where Pope John Paul II of-
fered Holy Mass happened right
in front of Fr Puthuvelil,” he
said.

Hence, the Ernakulam- Anga-
maly Archeparchy outrlghi_:ly
rejects the authority of the in-
quiry commission set up by
Mar Thazhath, he added.
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Priests’ forum rejects

panel formed by
apostolic administrator

The Hindu Bureau

! KOCHI

'?A-thimopatha Samraksha- -
na Samithi (council for the

protection of the archdio-
cese), a forum of priests of
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church, has re-
jected the 'commission
constituted by apostolic
Mar An-
drews Thazhath to probe

{ the events on December 23
- and 24 at the St. Mary’s Ba-~

silica Cathedral here.

“We, the priests and the
faithful of the Archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamaly,
are sorry to say that we do
not accept ‘this commis-
sion,” said a letter from the
priests’ forum to Varghese
Pottackal, protosyncellus

~ of the Ernakulam-Angama-
ly Archeparchy, on Thurs-

The letter, issued by se-

L]

nior priest Father Sebas-
tian Thalian, convenor of
the archdiocese protection

-council, said that it was

through social media that
they came to know of the
appointment of  the
cominission.

The priests’ forum said
there were two parties in
the picture - the aggrieved
party, comprising priests

' and lay people in the arch-
diocese, and the hostile

party, comprising the so-
called Marthoma Nazrani
Sangham (council of St.
Thomas Christians).

To ensure justice, the
commission must have
members who are accepta-
ble to both parties. /

“Unfortunately, without
prejudice, the commission
members are aligned with
the hostile party, and the

‘aggrieved party was €x-

cluded from the outset,”
the letter said.
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not accept inquiry

panel, says priests’ forum

TiMes News NETwoORK

m Kochi:Priestsof the Ernakuy-

lam-Angamaly archdiocese
have written to the Protosyn-
cellus of the archdiocese, Fr
Varghese Pottackal, that they
will not accept the inquiry
commission appointed by the

UNIFORM MASS

apostolic administrator to
probe into the ‘scandalous
events’ that happened in the
Cathedral Basilica of Ernak-
ulam on December 23 and 24,
2022,

Inthe letter written by the

convener of the archdiocese
protection council, Fr Sebas-
tian Thalian, they said that
there was no representation
for them in the commission
and that they will not accept
it.

Apostolic administrator
mar Andrews Thazhath has
constituted the commission
with three members and a
secretary to study and report
the issues related to the im-
plementation of the uniform
mode of mass in the archdio-
cese, especially the ‘scanda-
lous events’ that happened in
the Cathedral Basilica. A doc-
trinal and canonical apprais-
al of the continuous celebra-

tion of holy mass by some
priests from 5.30pm on De-
cember 23 till around 11.30am
on December 24, 2022, ‘which
has seemingly violated the li-
turgical and sacramental as-
pectsof thesacrament’isalso
among the terms of reference
for the commission.

The priests, however, al-
leged in the letter that it was
the supporters of the admin-
istrator who desecrated and
committed sacrilege in the
Basilica. The priests alleged
that the roles of the real cul-
prits were conveniently left
out and hence they were sure
thatthereportof thecommis-
sion would be biased.

(
1
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Priests’ forum for action against

those behind desecratlon of church

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI !

Athiroopatha Sarakshana
Samthi, a forum of priests
of the Syro-Malabar Arch-
diocese of Ernakulam-An-
gamaly, has condemned
members of Marthoma
Nazrani Sangham who, ac-
cording to the forum, were
involved in the alleged de-
secration of the St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica, the
principal church of the
archdiocese, and abuse of
sacraments on December
23 and 24.
Samithi spokesperson
Father Jose . Vailikodath:
said a resolution was

passed at a meeting of
priests at the archbishop’s
house on Friday. The reso-
lution alleged that Nazrani
Sangham members were
also involved in the alleged
unleashing of violence in
the church on November
27. %3
Despite such develop-
ments, Cardinal Mar Ge-
orge Alencherry, Major
Archbishop of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church, allowed
them to participate in the
midnight Mass and cele-
brations at the headquar-
ters of the Church at St.
Thomas Mount. This set a

bad example; and the Ma-
jUr ﬁl'd'lblShOpmust step

[N o)

down from his position,
the resolution said.

The priests also de-
manded an inquiry into
the incidents and action
against the guilty as per Ca-
non law.

Protests postponed
Meanwhile, the forum an-
nounced that the protest
programmes that were be-
ing organised at the forane
church level had been
-postponed following the
passing of Pope Benedict
XVI. The forum also ex-
pressed deep sorrow at the
death of one of the greatest
theologians of the Cathohc
Church. -




—Fimes of India; 0470172
Archdiocese protectl/on 4'aﬁy
to be held on January 8

Kochi: Protesting against the incidents at Ernakulam St Mary’s
Cathedral that led to a scuffle and desecration of the Holy Mass
on Christmas eve, the faithful and the priests opposing the
Unified Mass will take out an archdiocese protection rally to
Mount St Thomas at Kakkanad, the headquarters of the Syro
Malabar Church on January B. A meeting of the parish
representatives held at Kaloor Renewal Centre elected a
251-member committee to coordinate the preparations for the

Council general secretary P P Gerard, John Kallookaran, Riju
Kanjookaran and others spoke at the meeting which elected
Shijo Mathew as the convenor of the organising committee.

_____—_._———_——-_———




The Hin:(;iu,
O4/0l25

Laity, priests
to take out
march to
Mount

St. Thomas

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The laity and priests of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese will take out a
rally to the headquarters of
the Syro-Malabar Church
at Mount St. Thomas, Kak-
kanad, on January 8. The
rally is to register their
protest against what the
group called the “desecra-
tion” of St. Mary’s cathe-
dral basilica and violence
“unleashed inside the ba-
silica under the aegis of
apostolic ~ administrator
archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath” on December 23 and
24. :

The protest is .also
against the stand taken by
the police and the attitude
of the State government,
said a communication
here. The decision to hold
the march was taken after
a meeting of lay people
and priests of the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
at the Renewal Centre, Ka-
loor, on Monday. :

The rally will be led by a
251-member core team. Se- .
cretary of the council of
priests and senior priest
Fr. Kuriakose Mundadan
was among those who par-

ticipated in Monday’s
meeting in Kaloor.

The group  reiterated
that the desecration of the
holy sacraments at the ba-
silica cathedral needed to
be condemned. As a result
of these developments, the
basilica was closed down
during Christmas celebra-

tions, the group alleged.



tapadi.
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Kochi:Inadevelopmentinthe
Holy Massrow withinthe Syro
Malabar Church, Thrikkaka-
ra MLA Uma Thomas on
Thursday made a Facebook
post criticising the police for
the incidents which ]

at Ernakulam St Mary’s Cat-
hedral Basilica on December
23and 24.

She said in the FB post that
the incidents which happened
at the Basilica were extremely
saddening and condemnable.
“Following the unfortunatein-
cidents, a situation was for-
med in which thefaithful were
unable to attend mass even on
the night of Christmas eve.On
New Year’s day and even now,

el RIS E
MLA Uma

File photo

o

ST MARY’S
CATHEDRAL ISSUE

the church is shut, without the
mass being conducted,” she
wrote. She said in the post that
due to the interference of poli-
ce, the issue which should ha-
vebeenamicably settled,ledto
furtherclashes.

“No one is criticising the

police intervening whenalaw

Br I 06751 /2

Thomas lashes out at police in

and order issue happens but
the police entering the altar
wearing boots, caused a lot of
pain in the faithful,” the MLA
said in the post. “Along with
ensuring law and order; police
have the duty to protect a per-
son’s faith and dignity as well.
An inquiry into whether there
was a failure in that should be
done by the police higher ups,”
Thomas said.

Women ies write
to bishops on Holy Mass row
With the Sixth Synod of the
SyroMalabar Church settobe-
gin on Friday evening at Kak-
kanad Mount St Thomas, six
prominent women personali-
ties from various sectors have

written to the bishops of the
Syro Malabar Church seeking:

to resolve the crisis over the
holy mass in the Church thro-
ugh dialogue.

Lida Jacob, a retired IAS
officer; Dr Jancy James, for-
mer vice chancellor MG Uni-
versityand Central University
of Kerala; Prof Monamma
Kokkad, former member, Ke-
rala Women’s Commission; Dr
Mary Matilda, former princi-
pal of Maharaja’s College, Er-
nakulam; Dr Neena Joseph,
former faculty member IMG,
and Beena Sebastian, former
secretary of KCBC women’s
commission are the signatori-
esof theletterdated January 1.

In theletter they expressed

their pain on the incidents

which their spirituality and
faith canneveraccept. “Thisis

....................................

B post

not anissue of the Ernakulam
Angamaly archdiocese alone.
It is an issue which affects fa-
ithful of other dioceses as well
as of other Catholic denomi-
nations. In a situation where
the common people have little
knowledge about distinction
between rites or dioceses, the
incidents which are happe-
ning now are affecting the
image of the Church,” the let-
ter said. It added that there
was no doubt that the women
and mothers, without the dis-
tinction of rites or diocese,
condemn and protest the inci-
dentson December24and23. -
Forum for Justice and Pea-
oe(FORUND,areﬁgiouscolleci
tive, too had shot a letter see-
king solution for the crisis.
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Priest, laity orgs
- postpone rally
to Mount St

Thomas to Jan 15

: Kochi: Priest and laity organi-
: sationsof Ernakulam-Angama-
red by :
y Sha-

ly archdiocese announced on
Saturday that they were postpo-

: ning the rally announced by
ewhi-
siting :
iphad :
: wherethe synod of the Syro Ma-
i labar Churchtakesplace.

Hed o L v
: postponing the rally conside-
dtoa :
: forward by retired Justice Kuri-

them from January 8to January
15. The rally was announced to
Mount St Thomas Kakkanad,

Organisers said they were
ring the recommendations put
an Joseph and other bishops of
the synod.

Syro Malabar Church head

Cardinal George Alencherry on
Friday issued an exhortation,

of the Church synod was pro-

. gressing.

Laity activists had announ-
cedon Friday that they werestill

wever, a change of heart seems

to have happened on Saturday

following interventions of me-
diators. TN
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Basilica administrator
transferred; Fr. Narikulam
' to continue as rector

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

St. Mary’s Cathedral Basili-
ca administrator and se-
nior priest Father Antony
Puthavelil has been trans-
ferred to the Muzhikkulam
Forane Church as its vicar,
while senior priest Father
Antony Narikukalm will
continue as the basilica
rector. The transfer has
been welcomed by Almaya

Munnettam, a combina- -

tion of lay organisations,
supported by the vast ma-
Jority of priests in the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese.

There has been a vocif-
erous demand from lay pe-
ople and priests for the re-
moval of the administrator.
They alleged that Father
Puthavelil, along with arch-
diocesan  administrator
Archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath, had worked in the
background to stage un-

pleasant incidents at the
cathedral on December 23
and 24 last year.

~ Those incidents, involv-
ing disruption of the ongo-
ing Mass and desecration
of sacraments, are under
investigation by a team ap-
pointed by the archdioce-
san administrator.

Father Kuriakose Mun-
dadan, who is currently
the director of a public
school under the archdio-
cese, has been transferred
as vicar of the Kuzhuppilly
Forane Church. Father
Mundadan is a prominent
member of the group sup-
porting a fully congrega-
tion facing Mass and part
of the council of priests of
the archdiocese. The Sa-
myukta Sablia Samraksha-
na Samithi has demanded
that the transfer list, which
appeared to. favour the
group backing the fully
congregation facing Mass,
be withdrawn.
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Call for
Alencherry’s
resignation

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Almaya Munnettam, an or-
‘ganisation of lay people in
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church, has de-
manded the resignation of
Cardinal George Alencher-
ry in the wake of the Su-
preme Court’s dismissal of
his plea to quash criminal
‘cases against him over the
alleged irregularities in the
‘sale of properties belong:

ing to the archdiocese.
It will be a blot to believ-
ers, if the Cardinal conti-
" nued in the position while
facing trial. Hence, he
| should relinquish \all‘ his

=
b=

-

duties and co-operate with -

the probe, said Jemy Au-

- gustine, convener ofthefo- '

rum, in arelease.

The Vatican and the Sy-
ro-Malabar Church Synod
should expel him, if he re-
fused to relinquish his res-
ponsibi]itiés, he said. Mo-
ney given by the faithful as
offerings was spent . for
meeting legal expenses in
cases against the Carding],
according to the forum,
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Priests meet Vatican

envoy in Delhi

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

A four-member team from
the presbyteral council of
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church met Arch-
bishop Leopoldo Girelli,
head of the Vatican diplo-
matic mission in India, on
Thursday in New Delhi.

A statement issued by
senior priest Father Jose
Vailkodath here said the
meeting was immediately
necessitated by reports of a
possible bifurcation of the
archdiocese even as issues

| related to a liturgical dis-

pute and controversial
land deals remmned unre-

| solved. :
¢ [#EThe: mee_tmg was held
| after a re,

quest ,from pres-
“byteral council secretary
Father Kuriakose Munda-

dan to meet the apostolic
nuncio.

The meeting at the nun-
ciature was held between
11a.m. and 1 p.m. on Thurs-
day. .

The team from Ernaku-
lam comprised Father An-
tony Narikulam, Father
Jose Edassery, Father Ku-
‘riakose Mundadan, and
Father Biju Perumayan.
The statement from Father
Vailikodath said the meet-

- answer on the long-drawn
liturgical dispute in the

ing was held in a fnendly
atmosphere. The priests’
representatives provided
an account of the problems
besetting the archdiocese
and their background. A
letter signed by 456 priests
requesting that the arch-
diocese should not be bi-
furcated was handed over
to the apostolic nuncio.
The letters had earlier
been sent to the Dicastery
of Eastern Churches and
the Secretary of State in
the Vatican.

The statement also
claimed that problems re-

lated to pastoral care after

Archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath took charge as apos-
tolic administrator of the
archdiocese were con-
veyed to the apostolic nun-
cio, who was also informed
of the urgent need to reo-
pen the St. Mary’s Basilica,.
which remains shut since
late December last year.
The Delhi visit of the
priests assumes signifi-
cance amid speculations
that they will get a clear

archdiocese as well as on
the controversial land
deals by Cardinal George
Alencherry, Major Arch-
bishop of the Syro-Malabar
Church.
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Priests’ Delhi visit elicits
contradictory response

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE trip undertaken by a team
of four dissident priests of
Syro-Malabar Church to Delhi
has elicited contradictory state-
ments. While the dissidents
maintain that the team visited
the Apostolic Nuncio after the
latter gave his nod to a re-
quest seeking an audi-
ence with him, those
supporting the official
faction point out that
the four were sum-
moned to Delhi.
According to Fr Jose

Vailikodath, Monsignor Antho-
ny Narikulam, Fr Jose Edassery,
Fr Kuriakose Mundadan and Fr
Biju Perumayan met with the
Apostolic Nuncio Archbishop
Leopold Girelli in Delhi. “Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Archdio-
cese Vaidika Samithi secretary
Fr Mundadan had sent a re-
quest seeking an audience with
the Apostolic Nuncio. During
the discussion. which took

place in a good-natured and
friendly manner, the priests ac-
quainted the Nuncio with the
problems afflicting the Archdi-
ocese,” said Fr Vailikodath.
“The urgent meeting was
sought after rumours began do-
ing the rounds that the Perma-
nent Synod is now planning to
divide the Archdiocese.
' The original of the reso-
lution, signed by 456
priests and sent to the
Vatican’s Secretary of
State and the Office for
the Eastern Churches
was handed over to the Ap-
ostolic Nuncio,” he said.

“The priests requested the
reopening of the Ernakulam
Saint Mary’s Basilica Cathedral
which remains closed for the
past five months. The priests
told the Nuncio that if the solu-
tion proposed by Rome in the
land transaction case is not im-
plemented, it will tarnish the
image of the Church,” he
added.
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to continue people—facing MaSs as Synod begins

The Hindu Bureau their heels in as an emer-  of the church. The mem- warned that if the St. Ma-  ed that there would be no past 60 years, and the Syn-  chananiyil. The Cardinal
KOCHI gency Synod of bishops of  bers of the parish will also ry’s Cathedral, the princi-  compromise with the Syn-  od violated the procedures  led a concelebrated Mass.

the Church' began here at begin a relay prayer ses- pal church.of the archdio-  od. A statement from se- in 2021 to ban the fully con- The Synod expressed
Groups of lay people and , the Church headquarters  sion in front of the cathe- A fully cese, was not reopened, nior priest Jose Vailikodath gregation-facing  Mass,”  anguish over the govern-
priests in the Ernakulam-  at St. Thomas Mount on dral for the next four days  congregation-facing “there will be a wider com-  said any attempt to impose  said Father Vailikodath. ment’s alleged failure to
Angamaly Archdiocese of = Monday to find a solution during which the Synod  Mass has been the motion among the laity”.  a Synodal decision would take action against those
the Syro-Malabar Church, to the long-drawn dispute  meets. tradition here for over The basilica was closed by  be resisted, The Synod | Emergency Synod behind the \fio]ence in Ma-
opposed to the unified over liturgy. Secretary of the arch- the past 60 years the civil authorities on De-  should imbibe the spirit of  An emergency Synod of nipur. The bishops also ap-
Mass, have declared that Representatives of the  diocesan presbyteral coun- 2 Iy e cember 23, 2022, foi]pw!ng Synodality or walking to-  bishops of the Syro-Mala-  pealed to the State govern-
there will be no compro-  St. Mary’s cathedral parish  cil Father Kuriakose Mun- S;}'::ﬁﬁ;l unsavoury incidents inside  gether as appealed to bish-  bar Church began at Mount  ment to protect farmers
mise with the Synod onthe  of the archdiocese, Jomon  dadan wrote to the bishops . the church.l ; ops by Pope Fra_nms Fath-  St. Thomas here on Mon-  from wild animal attacks.
demand to continue the Chathoth and Tomy Puth- that if the Synod tookade-  “such a decision will be Meanwhile; the Athiru- er Vailikodath said. g day. The meeting began . An official communica-
fully congregation facmg ussery, began a hunger cision unacceptable to the vehemently opposed and patha Samqu.‘s}}ana _Sa- ‘:A fully congregation- with a  meditation tion said the S_ynodwasb‘e-
Mass in the archdiocese. strike in front of the cathe- = faithful depending solely rejected by the archepar-  mithy comprising priests  facing Mass has been the preached by Thamaras-  ing held to discuss the is-

The groups have dug. dral demanding reopening onasynodal majority vote, ~chy”. The letter also of the archdiocese reiterat-  tradition here for over the sery bishop Remigiose In-  sue of Mass celebration.
for selectinn of nevs under the PR Azt).
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Decision to reopen basilica triggers protest

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

A section of the faithful
protested on Friday in
front of St. Mary's Cathe-
dral Basilica, which has re-
mained closed for 202 days
following clashes between
two factions over the way
the Mass should be con-
ducted, after the Church
authorities announced the
decision to reopen the
basilica.

A press note by the Syro-
Malabar Church said that
the decision to reopen the
basilica, the principal
church of its Emakulam-
Angamaly  Archdiocese,

A

A section of the laity protesting in front of 5t. Mary's Cathedral

Basilica, Kochi, on Friday against the decision to reopen it without
reaching a consensus on the way to celebrate Mass. RK. NITHIN

was taken following a dis-
cussion between the arch-
bishops delegated by the
synod and the representa-

tives of the basilica on June
14. However, no Holy Mass
wotld be celebrated till the

time the unified mass en-

dorsed by the synod can be
held. The note also added
that the vicar of the cathe-
dral, Antony Narikulam,
had promised that congre-
gation-facing Mass  de-
manded by a section of the
laity would not be held
against the decree of the

synod.
But soon after the an-
nouncement, the vicar,

along with the trustees of
the cathedral Babu Pullat
and M.A. Joseph Manava-
lan, released a letter an-
nouncing their departure
from the agreement made
on June 14 on the ground
that the parish council on
June 15 had stuck to its ori-

ginal decision to only allow
congregation-facing Mass.
Almaya Munnettam, a
group of lay people,
slammed the synod for not
taking into confidence the
priests and the laity and
said that the cathedral
should not be opened in
the hope of conducting un-
ihed Mass. The protesters
who gathered in front of

the cathedral vowed not to
allow synod-approved
Mass.

Meanwhile, Major Arch-
bishop Cardinal Mar Ge-
orge Alencherry said there
would be no compromise
on the unified observance

of the Holy Mass.
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Special Synod’s conditions to open
St Mary’s Basilica irk parlshloners

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
B

FRIDAY was an eventful day
for the Ernakulam Angamaly
Archdiocese, First, the Special
Synod gave its conditlonal ap-
proval for opening the St
Mary’'s Cathedral Basilica,
which had been lving closed
fior months. The move followed
the assurance provided by the
basilica’s representatives that
only Unified Holy Mass will be
celebrated there.

However, a few hours later,
vicar of the Fr Antony Na-
rikulam and ihe trustees went
back on the agreement, The
parishioners, mifTed by the al-
leged high handedness of the
bishops - whom they accused
of ignoring the parish coun-
cil's decision - held a protest
in front of the basilics later in
the day;

The basilica has been Iving
closed for the past six months
fiollowing skirmishes between
pro and anti-Unified Holy
Mass supporters. The decision
to reopen It was taken in
Wednesday's meeting between
the Syvro Malabar Synod-ap.
pointed Hishops' Commitiee
and representatives of the ba-
silica, including the vicar and
the trustees.

“At the meeting, Fr Antony
MWarlkulam, the vicar, had as-
sured the Bishops' Committeds
that once the basilica is reo-
pened, only Unified Holy Mass
will be celebrated,” sald Syro
Malabar Church spokesper-
son Fr Antony Vadakekkara,
It was decided that if' there is
any deviation from the assur
ance will result in the church's
elosure, he safd.

It should be noted that the
Synod had wrged all parties
concerned to ensure the ba.
gilica is opened for worship,
Fr Vadakekkara said the Syn-
ol allowed conduct of all sac-
ramants, except the Holy G
bana, in the church post its
opening. “For this, the Svnod
directed the basilica adminis-
trator to hand over the keys to
the vicar,” Fr Vadakekkara
2.

He said an understanding
was also reached in Wednes-
day’s meeting on the adminis-
trator's continuance. “Since
the matter is sub-judice, it was

Let's work fora
unified Church:

Catholic Congress

Welcoming the Special
Synod's decision, the
Catholic Congress wrged all
to work together for a
unified Church, “All
misunderstandings and
apprehensions need to be
solved through dialogues.
The Synod's decision shows
the Church in Kerala is
uniting. We have high hopes
that the Church will farge
ahead united in these
troubled times.” sald
Catholic Congress president
Biju Parayannilam.

want to drive home the palnt that
they are our masters

Sheyju Anfony, a parishioner

decided that the adminisirator
will continue in the post,” Fr
Vadakekkara said. He said it
was decided that on the day of
the reopening, Viear-Goeneral
Fr Varghese Pottaykkal will
conduet a blessing ritual in
the church and its premises,
The Synud directed the vicar
to convey these decisions ta
the laity and get them to coop-
erate, “It should be noted that
implementing the decision
taken during the mecting does
not require the parish coun-
cil’s approval,” he said.

The Synod officially ap.
proved the decisions taken
during Wednesday's meeting
on Thursday and also divected
the apostolic administrator to

take action as per canon laws
should any priest, monastic or
lajty deviates from the condi-
tions, Fr Vadakekkara said.

The parishioners, though
happy with the Synod's deei-
sion to open the basilica, are
peeved at its conditions, “The
Synod’s move to make the reo-
pening conditional shows the
high-handedness of Bishops,
They want to drive home the
point that they are our mas-
ters,” said Shyju Antony, a
parishioner

He said the parish council
conveyed its decisions to the
Synod. “In reply, the Synod in
its official statement included
a line saving the parish coun-
cil didn't have authority in
matters of the church,” he
said, adding, *But the church
belongs to the parish council,”
Shyju said the parishioners
will protest any move to cele-
braute Unified Holy Mass in the
basilica.

‘Special Synod cheats
archdiocese again®

The Athirooptha Samraksha-
na Samithi termed the Special
Synod’s decision worthless,
“The Special Synod, instruct-
od by the Vatican to take a fi-
nal decision on the problems
plaguing the archdiocese, has
cheated the archdiocese yet
again,” alleged Fr Sebastian
Thalian, the convener of the
samithi.

He said the decision taken
by the Synod to open the ba-
silica without seeking the
apinion of the priests and the
laity was not compatible with
Christian values or democrat-
i dignity “The vicar and trus
teas of the basilica were called
to a secret meating and after
signing a few agresments,
they were asked to consult
with the parish couneil and
open the basilica as soon as
possible. However, 38 of the 40
peaple present at the parish
council meeting passed a reso
lution sayving only public-fac-
ing mass can be offered in the
church,” Fr Thalian said.

He said the Synod was de-
stroyving the image of the
Catholic Church by giving
seant regard to the words of
Pope Francis, who has repeat-
edly asked bishops to walk
with people.



No move to divide
archdiocese or redraw
boundaries: Alencherry

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

There will be no compro-
mise on the unified obser-
vance of holy mass in par-
ishes under the
Syro-Malabar Church, Ma-
jor Archbishop Cardinal
Mar George Alencherry
has said in a communica-
tion issued to bishops,
priests, and laity on Friday,
after the culmination of the
Syro-Malabar Synod here.

Any diversion in any
archdiocese would lead to
anarchy in the church, he
said, without specifically
referring to the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly  Archdio-
cese, where many believ-
ers and priests have been
reiterating that they prefer
the mode of worship
where the priest faces
members of the congrega-
tion. Difference of opi-
nions must be solved
through discussions, he
said.

The Pope has agreed to
look into the Synod’s re-
quest to post a papal dele-
gate for the archdiocese to
help solve the prevailing
crises.

Stating that there was
no move to divide the arch-
diocese or to redraw its
boundaries, the Cardinal
termed as contrary to facts
the reports going around.
Bishops are keen to ap-
point an archbishop hav-
ing independent powers
for the Emakulam-Anga-
maly Archdiocese.

Expressing concern ov-
er the St. Mary’s Cathedral
Basilica remaining closed
for the past many months
following clashes between
groups for and against un-
ified mass, he said it creat-

Closure of St. Marvy's
Cathedral Basilica a
permanent blot on
the public image of
the church, says
Major Archbishop

ed a permanent blot on the
public image of the church.
In this context, it has been
decided to reopen the ba-
silica for devotees, except
to hold holy mass, on the
condition that only unified
mode of mass will be ad-
hered to. Canon laws
would be invoked against
those who contravened
that, he said.

The Synod expressed
concern over “authorities
not making efforts” to de-
escalate the stand-off bet-
ween rival groups in Mani-
pur, despite widespread
communal violence and
rioting for many weeks.
The government there has
not deplored the violence
and the attacks on around
300 churches. It is sad that
rules are being framed to
curtail freedom to practise
any religion of one’s choice
and to trample upon mi-
nority rights. Minority
educational institutions in
Kerala too are bearing the
brunt of communal hatred.
All that went against the
democratic spirit of the In-
dian Constitution, he said.

The Central and State
governments must pay
heed to the concerns of
farmers on matters such as
buffer zones and human-
animal conflicts. The assu-
rance of support price for
agricultural produce must
not be limited to the elec-
tion manifesto, said the
Cardinal.
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Vicar, trustees back down
from agreement with synod

Times News NeTwork

Kochi: The crisis in the Sy-
ro-Malabar Churchoverthe
unification of holy mass
continues to remain an in-
tractable problem as the
vicar and trustees of the St
Mary's Basilica Cathedral
on Friday decided to back
downfromanagreement re-
ached in a discussion initi-
ated by the synod.

The Church, through an
official statement on Fri-
day, said that they have ar-
rived at a decision on reo-
pening the basilica which
has been remining shut
since  Christmas. The
Church said in the state-
ment that the decision was
taken in a meeting held on
June 14 between a commit-
tee appointed by the synod
and the representatives of
the basilica parish.

As per the agreement,
there would not be any mass
at the basilica until the syn-
od-approved mass can be
conducted there. However,
the basilica can be reo-
pened to conduct sacra-
ments and sacramentals
other than holy mass, the
Church said in the state-

REOPENING OF
BASILICA

ment.

The statement also said
that basilica vicar Fr Anto-
ny Narikulam has given as-
surance to the svnod that
the ‘mass facing the people’
will not be celebrated at the
basilica.

However, a letter was
written to the bishops by
the basilica vicar and trust-
ees Babu Pullatt and MA Jo-
seph Manavalan on Friday
informing them of their de-
cision to go back from the
agreement.

Thelettersaid thatapar-
ish council meeting was
held after the agreement on
Friday and a decision was
taken that if the church is

opened, only ‘mass facing
the people’ can be celebrat-
ed there. The letter said that
since the council's decision
remains unchanged, they
were forced to go back from
the agreement.

We signed the agree-
ment with the faith that it
will not be used for court
procedures and that they
were only suggestions to be
put before the parish coun-
cil to find a solution to the
issue, the letter said.

As per the Church’s
statement, it wasalsodecid-
ed to hand over the basili-
ca'skey whichiswithitsad-
ministrator, to the vicar
Thestatement alsosaid that
the parish council can be
called to urge cooperation
for implementing the deci-
sions, but their approval
was not needed to do so.

The synod meeting on
Friday approved the agree-
ment and directed the apos-
tolic administrator to take
actionagainst those who vi-
olate itunder the canon law,
If something contrary to
the agreement happens,
then it will lead tothe basili-
ca again getting shut, the
statement said.

..........................................................................................
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Priests express
solidarity with
kr. Narikkulam

The Hindu Bureau
KOCH]I

A section of priests of the Ernakulam-An-
gamaly Archdiocese on Wednesday met
Father Antony Narikkulam at the St. Ma-
ry’s Cathedral Basilica, the principal
church of the archdiocese, after apostolic
administrator Archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath turned down his request to be re-
tained as parish priest at the basilica. The
priests expressed their solidarity with -
Father Narikkulam.

Responding to Father Narikkulam’s let-
ter, the archbishop asked him to abide by
the decree, which would require him to
join St. Mary’s Forane Church at Moozhik-
kulam as vicar. The priests who met Fath-
er Nankkulam found fault with archbish-

op Thazhath for allegedly trying to
foment further trouble, according to Athi-
roopatha Samrakshana Samiti comprising
members of the community of pnests of

the archdlocese

!
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Papal delegate begins
discussions, meets priests

Papal delegate to Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese Archbishop Cyril Vasil has begun
meeting priests and delegates in Kochi on
Monday as part of efforts to peacefully
implement a decision by the Synod of
Syro-Malabar Church to follow a uniform system
of mass celebration. The papal delegate, who
called for cooperation and prayers for an
amicable settlement ahead of beginning his
mission, met a group of five priests who were
part of the delegation that met the synod
members in January this year on the issue of
liturgy. One of the team members said after the
two-and-half-hour meeting that the papal
delegate was in Kochi to implement the synod’s
decision to follow a uniform mass system,
contrary to an earlier impression that he would
hear both sides before reaching a decision on the
liturgical issue. The papal delegate later met
members of the consultative forum of the
archdiocese and former curia members.
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Kochi: In a major development, {1
priests of Ernakulam Angamal:
archdiocese on Tuesday handed
overaletter tothe Pontifical Delegia-
te for the archdiocese Archbishop
Cyril Vasil, urging him to study the
possibility of accepting the Arch-

W

SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH

diocese by the Holy Father as a dis-

tinct Oriental Catheolic Church
alongside the Syro-Malabar Church
if itwasnotpossibletorecognisethe
Mass facing the people as a variant
inthe archdiocese.

Although chances are slim, this
could be an indication of a possible
future split in the Syro-Malabar
Church. Sources said the letter con-
tained “the reflections and requ-

didbpEsaddd b e R e

Sources said the letter handed over to
Archbishop Cyril Vasil contained “the
reflections and requests” made by the
priests of the archeparchy of Emakulam
Angamaly who met on August 8 at
Renewal Centre in Kaloor

ests” made by the priests of the ar-
cheparchyof Ernakulam Angamaly
who met on August 8, 2023 at Rene-
wal Centre, Kaloor. It also said the
decisions were taken and signed by
237 priests gathered at a short noti-
ce.

“Since the Synod is not prepared
to accept us as long as we celebrate
the Mass facing the people and we
are convinced of the spiritual fruits
of the Massfacing the peopleandare
not prepared to change the way the

Mass is celebrated, we ask vou to re-
guest the Holy Father to recognise
the Mass facing the people as a 'vari-
ant' inthe Archdiocese, applyingthe
provision of "lus speciale’. If this is
not viable, we request you to study
the possibility of accepting our
Archdiocese by the Holy Father asa
distinct Oriental Catholic Church
alongside the Syro-Malabar
Church,” stated a draft of a letter
handed over to the Pontifical Dele-
gate by a group of Forane vicars.

ot Mass or accept us as distinct entity

According to the letter, the pri-
ests had stated that from the recent
letter of the delegate and conversa-
tions held with a group of priests,it
was clear that the delegate did not
come to study the ground reality In
the Archdiocese and propose a solu-
tion taking into account the good of
the Archdiocese rather to impose
the 50:50 formula even if it leads to
pastoral problems and law and order
issues in the Archdiocese as is the

it present in the Cathedral Ba-
silica.

“_..In this case, we have no other
option than informing youthatnone
of the groups of priests mentioned
inthe letter given to you on August T,
2023 will meet you until the scope of
dialogue and reporting to the Holy
Father is included in your mandate
rather than implementing the syno-
daldecision,” the letter said.
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25ts stage hunger strike at Syro-Malabar H
Four priesi 8 Stage hunger strike at Syro-Malabar
EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi \ - T £ 4 ﬁermﬂiggeﬁﬂt?%lﬁlgdagaﬁﬁt

A S oA - the authority of the papal del-
ount oo ) 01 RS

k i . 4. ~ dice," he . The group then
nad, the headquarters’ ; arrived at the archbishop's
Syro-Malabar Church, - House and forced the members
the Unified Hony Mo bl e
Tstﬁgea sit-inand h ;4 rs uftheapoaptgﬁcpitgmmimmtnn

ey were removed Wi
priests, says Fr Mundadan

help of the police. -
Syro-Malabar PRO and secre-
tﬂ.l"'_'g"ﬂf themEdja hlllll_:::': 58 n
said Archbishop Mar Cypll Vs
ﬂ' the Papﬂ-l dE[Eg’ l'_' er-
nakulam \reher

chy, had im'ited Fr ﬁt.

Mundadan and Fr Sebastian Fr Kuriakose Mundadan and Fr Sebastian Thalian staging 2 hungerstrkeln
mf{gﬂuﬁrﬂi' smas the parlour of Mount St Thomas in Kakkanad on Tues M‘,W-j‘-lj s
for a meeting. e - . _ Lt
companied by Fr R ‘ this, the Church offi- tothe
nackal and Fr Sajo Pac the police,”
he said. i }
However, after t} from
the priests
leave the
mhmm IO
tion.

In a statement, Fr Kuriakose
Mundadan said they decided to
launch the agitation seeking
Jjustice for the four young

. Ll O R

..:':.



i
4




Priests rgfgra e f'EJ: ectl: on o
Thazhath’s stand on liturgy issue &

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Priests of the Ernakulam-

Angamaly Archdiocese of
the Syro-Malabar Church

have reiterated their repu-
diation of the stand taken
by apostolic administrator
Archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath on Mass celebration.
The apostolic adminis-

- y peop
priests of the archdmcese
for a fully people-facing
Mass, said a statement is-
sued by the priests after a
meeting in Kochi on
Tuesday.
“Archbishop Thazhath’s

way of functioning damag-
es the very image of the

trator had not fulfilled his

*-5;
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AsPukesman of mupn pries

Pope, who insists that the
Church is not only the
Pope and bishops but also
the people of God. Syn-
odality as advocated by the
Church means that eve-
ryone must be heard,” the
priests said in their
statement,

8

instead of conveying to the
Pope that there is an im-

passe in the archdiocese
regarding the way the Mass
is celebrated, has created a
wrong impression that a

few priests and the fai archdiocese, tl:[e priests
are objecting to the s said. | :

chblshop |

ALl blshup Thazhamqmnd

decision on unified Mass.
“The apostolic adnums*l:';& i
tor’s ego does not allﬂnr |
him to admit the pmb]"' '
he has created on his
own,” the priests alleg
Instead of solving the p
blem, the  archhi
closed down the St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica andifhe

for not listening ¢ |
for removing th
apostolic  adn

contravention of the laid
down procedures, woul
not be accepted by the
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Centenary celebrations of
Syro-Malabar hierarchy

A 501-member committee was constituted to
oversee the conclusion of the 100th year
celebrations of the raising of the Syro-Malabar
hierarchy with Ernakulam as the Metropolitan
See on December 21, 1923, by Pope Pius XI. The
concluding celebrations will be organised
between November 30 and December 10. Senior
priest Jose Edassery has been elected the general
convenor and Shijo Mathew the convenor of the
committee, says a communication here. The
concluding programmes will begin on November
30 with a Mass for the deceased at the Angamaly
Kidangoor church. Special prayers will be held
on December 1 at Paravur Kottakkavu church.
The celebrations will conclude with a solemn
concelebrated mass after 3.30 p. m. at Mar
Augustine Kandathil Nagar, Bharata Mata College,
Thrikkakara, on December 10. Around 400
priests are expected to participate in the fully

congregation-facing mass.
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Syro-Malabar Hierarchy conclude

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Around 400 priests joined
and hundreds of lay people
and religious participated
in a cencelebrated Mass at
the Mar Augustine Kan-
dathil Nagar (Bharata Mata
College grounds, Kakka-
nad) on Sunday to mark
the conclusion of the year-
long centenary celebra-
tions of the raising of the
Syro-Malabar = Hierarchy
with Ernakulam as the
headquarters of the Syro-
Malabar Church.

~ A public meeting, inaug-
urated by former Supreme
Court judge Kurien Joseph
followed the Mass during
which the celebrants faced
the congregation through-
out. It was led by senior
priest Jose Edassery. Form-
er chancellor of the arch-
diocese ' Biju Perumayan
delivered the homily. Se-

A milestone: Around 400 priests joined a concelebrated Mass on
Sunday to mark the conclusion of the centenary celebrations of the
raising of the Syro-Malabar Hierarchy with Emakulam as the
headquarters of the Syro-Malabar Church. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

nior priest Antony Nariku-

“lam presided over the pu-
-~ blic
- communication from Fath-

meeting, said a

er Edassery and Father

Mathew Kilukkan.

Prior to the meeting,
several processions carry-
ing torches and cross from

important historical
churches in the archdio-
cese reached the venue of
the concelebrated Mass.
The churches from where
the processions reached
Kakkanad included Kokka-
mangalam, Pallippuram,
Chembu, St. Mary’s Basili-

{

ca in Ernakulam, Kottakka-
vu, Angamaly, and
Malayattoor.

People-facing Mass

The organisers said this
was the first time in the his-
tory of the Church that
such a large number of
priests had participated in
a full people-facing Mass.

The centenary celebra-

‘tions come close on the

heels of a warning from
Pope Francis on Thursday
that either the priests, reli-
gious, and faithful in the
archdiocese of Ernakulam
follow the synod order on
Mass celebration or stand
to excommunicate ' them-
selves from the Catholic
fold.

#Ehe synod has ordered
a format in which the
pnest faced the congrega-
tion for the first and last
parts of the Mass while
turning to the altar during

ralsmg

the consecration. :
The Pope, in a video re-

leased to the faithful in the

Ernakulam-Angamaly -

’ Archdiocese, said that he

was pained that several ef-
forts at reconciliation had
failed. He reminded the
priests to fulfill their vows
at their ordination and the
lay people to obey the
hierarchy.

However, the group op-
posed to the syond Mass,
as represented at the cen-
tenary celebrations on
Sunday, maintained that
the Pope may have been
misled as there were fac-
tual errors reflected in his
recent address.
~ They also said that any

: way forward would involve

honouring an agreement

‘between the lobby for full

congregation-facing Mass

“and the sub-committee of

the synod of bishops ear-
lier this year.
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cuffs, creating much public
embarrassment.
The papal delegate is ex-
pected to meet members
of the hierarchy and
priests on Wednesday, but
Church circles have re-
mained tight-lipped on the
day’s developments. No
schedule of his pro-
gramme in Kochi has been
made public.

Priests’ meeting

Meanwhile, a meeting of
the priests of the archdio-
cese on Wednesday ended
with a demand for a com-
prehensive enquiry into
how ‘factual errors’ crept

dress to the archdiocesan
members.

The priests’ meeting de-
manded former apostolic
administrator Thazhath to
desist from interfering in
the affairs of the archdio-
cese. The statement issued
by Father Jose Vailikodath
representing the archdio-
cesan protection forum,
Athiroopatha Samraksha-
na Samithi, said the arch-
diocesan members would
cooperate with the visiting
papal delegate if he fol-
lowed the path of negotia-
tions and discussions.

The meeting of priests
alleged that the Pope’s ad-
dress contained factual er-
rors and lacked clarity.

The language used by
the Pope in his address to
the archdiocese did not re-
flect a Pontiff who repeat-
edly spoke about synodali-
ty. Of the 464 priests in the
archdiocese, around 450
are in favour of a full con-
gregation-facing mass. The
Pope had not been in-
formed that even if the
priests tried to offer the
synod Mass, it would be

prevented by the faithful,
the priests said.

Hindu, 14/12/2023, .
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Priests., Opposing Unified Mass demand
Investigation into Pope’s video

Ameeting of the priests belong-
ing to the section opposing Uni-
fied Holy Mass which was held
at the Renewal Center at Kaloor
on Wednesday decided that a
thorough investigation should
be conducted into the content of
the Pope’s video message. The
priests numbering 300 demand-
ed that Archbishop Andrews
Thazhath, who was removed by
the Vatican from the post of ad-
ministrator; no longer interfere
in the affairs of the Ernakulam-
o ; Archd_iucese. _._d the
se sal

Fr Jose Et:liSLS?,r tr(;ymope rate
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Other than 10-12 priests, all 450 priests are for the public-facing
Mass. No one has informed the Pope that there Is a pastoral situation

message

Holy
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Mass, No priest can mislead the laity here — Fr Jose Vaillkodath

and ambiguities. “It is easy to
understand if you read the Syro-
Malabar Synod reports of the
past 10 years. The statement
that the Synod formulated the
formula is not true,” said Fr
Jose Vailikodath.

“Other than 10-12 priests, all
450 priests are for the public-
facing Holy Mass. No one has
informed the Pope that there is
a pastoral situation where the
faithful will prevent priests
from saying the Unified Holy
Mass. No priest can mislead the
laity here,” he said. “The Pope
is infallible at the level of faith
and morals. The Pope is infalli-
ble when it comes to a liturgical
manner in the Eucharistic:
ebration of any individual con-
gregation. Those with influence

s TNy

in Rome did not inform the Pope
of the correct facts or circum-
stances,” said the meet.

The meeting also assessed
that Archbishop Bosco Puthur,
as Apostolic Administrator,
should make an effort to inform
Pope Francis of the pastoral
truth here. “Through social me-
dia: many ms are heingspreml
by vested interests with the con-
nivance of the Church authori-
ties. And they mislead the com-
mon believers.” But the priests
said they were sure that the en-
lightened faithful of the Arch-
diocese would reject it. “On De-

cember 10, 1mng H‘I.o ﬁi;:
campaigns were maae
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Papal delegate holds

cal crisis was a pastoral issue
and that it canbe resolved on-

Times News NETWORK

! Kochi: Priests of the Ernak-
: ulam Angamaly archdiocese
: onSundaysaidinastatement
: that the holy mass row can-
: ot be resolved by forced im-
. plementation. The priests
: said that the pontifical dele-
: gate archbishop Cyril Vasil
: has started a dialogue with
i the priests and has so far met
i with priests from 12 of the 16
: parishes in the archdiocese.

“Archbishop Vasil visited
i the archdiocese for the first

! timein August Backthen, he

! looked to forcefully imple-

: ment the mass in the new for-

mat approved by the synod.
He had then clearly told the
priests thathedidn'tcomefor
dialogue. However, this time
his approach has been soft
and hence, the priests re-
ceived the invitation for dia-
logue from the archbishop

with happiness,” said a state-
ment issued by Fr Jose Vaili-
kodath, PRO of Athiroopatha

The statement further
said that he met with the advi-
sory committee of the arch-
diocese on Friday and it in-
formed him that the liturgi-

..................
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ly through discussions. .

He has so far met with
priests of Vaikom, Angama-
ly, Mookkannoor, Karukutty,
Cherthala, Koratty, Vallam,
Manjappra, Kaanjoor, Er-
nakulam, Edapally, and Pal-
lippuram parishes. The dele-

gate is planning to meetmore

representatives in the com-
ingdays. R
- The statement also said

that if the delegate tries to
forcefully implement the

mass in the new format ap-
proved by the synod despite

talks with prie

R LA RER SRR R L AR AR LR R S n & bl
..........

lead to unpredictable out-

‘comes and could spark law
_ and order issues in parishes.

Vasil had arrived inKochi
on Wednesday morning.
Soon after hisarrival, ameet-
ing of around 300 priests of
the archdiocese was held at
Kaloor Renewal Centre. The
meeting of the priests de-
manded a comprehensive in-
quiry alleging that incorrect

matters crept into the Pope's
videomessage.
According to the priests,
out of 464 priests in the arch-
diocese, apart from 10 or 12
priests, the rest want to offer
‘themassfacingthe people.
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will be offered on Christmas day

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI :

A forum of priests opposed
to the synod Mass, com-
prising the vast majority of
clerics in the archdiocese
of Ernakulam-Angamaly of
the Syro-Malabar Church,
has said that Mass will be
offered in the synod-pre-
scribed format on Christ-
mas day in all parishes of
the archdiocese. |

- Senior priest Father Jose
Vailikodath, spokesman
for the Athiroopatha Sam-
rakshana Samithy (forum
for protection of the arch-

diocese comprising

priests), said the full con-
gregation-facing Mass
would continue in future.

‘Avoiding an impasse’

Fr. Vailikodath said in his

statement on’ Saturday that
the need of the hour was to
avoid an impasse in the
parishes. |

The way forward to ac-
cept Pope’s appeal was to
reach an agreement bet-

“ween the ad hoc commit-

tee of priests and the apos-
tolic administrator of the
archdiocese Bishop Bosco

Puthur through an initia-
tive of papal delegate Arch-

bishop Cyril Vasil.

The agreement was that
congregation-facing Mass
would continue until a sit-
uation arose in which it
would be possible to cele-
brate the synod Mass with-
out. disrupting pastoral
care, the forum said.

Though the agreement
was not signed, there was a
“deal” now, said the
priests. “Archbishop Vasil
has issued instructions to

submit the agreement at
the next meeting of the
synod of bishops. It is clear
now that the understand-
ing has to be carried for-
ward through the synod,”

Fr. Vailikodath added.
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Chrlstmas -eve mass disrupted
at Chittoor church

|
' The Hindu Bureau

: KOCHI
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i Thousands of Christians of
'vanous denonunatwns

\joined their counterparts
racross the world to cele-
'brate Christmas with mid-
+ | ‘night prayers and mass.

The dispute in the Syro-

| Malabar archdiocese of Er-
nakulam -Angamaly over
the style of mass celebra-

| tion seeped into the Christ-

'mas -eve mass, as a small -
.group of people tried to

vdisrupt the full congrega-
'tmn facing mass at St. Tho-
mas Church, Chittoor.

 Those who tried to disrupt

the..mass were later re-
moved by the police as the
priest continued the mass
celebration at the church.

- The dispute also saw St.

‘Mary’s Basilica, seat of the

archdiocese, remaining
closed for the second year
in a row as the vicar and
administrator of the basili-
ca said in a circular that
there was no peaceful and
conducive atmosphere to
celebrate mass at the basil-

~ica. The group opposed to
 the uniform mass claimed

that the Christmas-eve
mass was celebrated in the
traditional full congrega-
tion-facing style in 290 of

the. 328 churches in the
archdiocese.

Archbishop Joseph Ka-
lathiparambil led the mass
and ceremonies at the St.

‘Francis Assisii cathedral,

the seat of the Latin arch-

diocese of Varapuzha.
Archbishop Sebastian Va-
niapurakkal, apostolic ad-
ministrator of the Syro-Ma-
labar church, offered mass
at the St. Thomas Mount
headquarters of the Syrian
church in the early hours
of Monday. Mass and
prayers marked celebra-
tions at the Jacobite Syrian
Orthodox Church head-
quarters in Puthenkurish.
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ishop of

Syro-Malabar Church also
heads archdiocese: priests

‘The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

A forum of priests of the
- archdiocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly, representing
the vast majority of the
clerics, has said it will be
an “ideal solution” to the

vexatious issue of Mass li- .

turgy if the major archbish-
~op of the Syro-Malabar
Church also heads the
archdiocese. .
The informal body of
‘priests — Archdiocesan
Protection Forum - said in
a letter to the ongoing syn-
od of bishops of the Syro-
Malabar Church: “The
most ideal solution shall be
the new major archbishop
remains the archbishop of
and he celebrates both

forms of Mass in the arche-

' SSCMY
7K

‘parchy - the synodal Mass
. for occasions befitting the

entire Syro-Malabar
Church and people-facing
Mass for occasions for the
archeparchy. f

The priests also warned
against any move to delink
archeparchy and create a
new See for the new major
archbishop. Delinking im-

- plies the acceptance that

the major archbishop does
not want to celebrate Mass

facing the people on any

occasion or the fact that ce-

lebrating the synodal Mags

in any of the churches of

 the archeparchy has been

made impossible, inclyq.
ing in the cathedral.
Accepting these two sit. -
uations imply creating 5
new See for the new majo
X

archbishop and recognis.

ing the mode of Masg th,,
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is practised in the arche-
Parchy as an alternative
mode of celebration. If de-
linking is tied to the accep-
tance of people facing a li-
cit alternative it will help
resolve the issue and it can
be done only with the
“Magnanimity” of the syn-
od. “History will term it a
moment of grace in the his-
tory of the Syro-Malabar
Church and only in such a
situation, delinking will
make sense to the faithful
and larger society,” the
priests added.

‘They also said that ac-
cording to the Pope’s mes-
sage almost all the parishes

- had a Christmas Mass in

the synodal form. But the

‘next day Mass was cele-

brated facing the people
for “pastoral and reasons
of conscience”.

R

.




within a fortnight. The fo-
rum of priests, mostly |
comprising opponents of,)
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St. Mary’s Basilica reopens after 43

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The St. Mary's Basilica
here reopened-after a 486-
day gap on Tuesday even-
ing, based on an order is-
sued by the Additional
Munsiff Court, Ernakulam.
While permitting the
faithful to visit the church
and pray, the order bars
the holding of Holy mass at
the church (where rival
factions of the Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese are
on different pages regard-
ing the made of worship).
Based on the order, the ba-
silica was reopened by
Father Varghese Manava-
lan, the administrative rec-
tor. Two assistant vicars
too were present, accord-
ing to a release. 7
They joined in prayers
with a few members of the
congregation. People who
wish to confess can visit
the basilica on Wednesday.
This will be followed by

-
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Caught in a row: Believers pray at 5t. Mary's Basilica, the principal church of the Ernakulam- Angamaly

Archdiocese, on Tuesday. The church had remained closed for 486 days following a dispute between two

sections over the way the mass should be condu

jssued by the Additional Munsiff Court, Erakulam. RK. NTHIN

prayers in the evening.
Prayers will be offered at
the church from morning
on Maundy Thursday and
will conclude with the holy
COmMmMmunion.

Expressing happiness at

the reopening, members
of the basilica’s parish
council demanded that the
mode of worship where

priests faced the congrega-

tion be held there.
It had been reported a

cted. It was réopened on Tuesday following an order

few days ago that the basil-
jca would remain open for
the holy week, without
mass celebration. Apostol-
ic administrator Bishop
Bosco Puthur consented to
the decision of the parish

6 days

While permitting the
faithful to visit the |
church and pray, the
order bars the

holding of Holy mass

yman of Almaya Munnet- |
“tam, a group of lay people |
Jin the archdiocese who are |
‘opposed to the synodal
‘diktat for unified mass.

" The

archdiocese

is |

ply divided over the |

mass liturgy. Those op-

ve, while the synod has
rescribed a unified mass
for the entire Syro-Malabar
‘church in which the cele-
brant faced the congrega-
tion for the introductory
part and blessings while

turning away from the con-
gregation for the consecra-

tion of the Eurcharist.

posed to the synod fought |
to keep the tradition of full |
ngregation-facing mass |
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Ameetihg of Ghuri:_h rgjag;' conspiracy to wreck the
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| , 'the Vatican records is Er-

- nakulam-Angamaly Archie-
plscopal Church. The Syro-
Malabar Church no langar

lfthe Syro Malabar Church

* had any difficulty in recog:
nising the liturgical var-

 The: arlsh delegates al-ra

iant, the group of priests
and lay peo] 1emfavour of




Kerala delegation
holds talks with Pope

on Mass liturgy issue
the Hindu12/05/2024

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Lay group Almaya Munnet-
tam claimed here on Satur-
day that a team of leading
Catholics from Kerala led
by former Supreme Court
judge Kurian Joseph met
Pope Francis in Rome to
discuss the deep divide in
the Archdiocese of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly over the
adoption of the Mass litur-
gy prescribed by the synod
of the Syro-Malabar
Church.

A communication from
Almaya Munnettam, which
has stood stridently for a
full people-facing Mass as
opposed to the synod
Mass, said the four-mem-
ber team included former
Indian Ambassador to

Rome K.P. Fabian, former

Women’s Commission
Chairperson Monamma

Kokkad, and former Direc-

tor of Public Education Li
da Jacob. They were given

an audience by the Pope

“on May 6 at 11.30 a.m. In-
dian time, claimed a com-
munication from the lay

oup. Pl
g Tlfe delegation laid be-

fore the Pope, the stand ta-
ken by the archdiocesan
authorities and presented
before him suggestions on
resolving the differences. A
memorandum explaining
the mistakes leading to the
crucial synod decision was
also submitted to the Pope.

The team visited the
Pope ahead of the mem-
bers of the permanent syn-
od led by Major Archbish-
op Raphael Thattil. “This is
a matter of great hope,”
said Almaya Munnettam
convenor Shaiju Antony
and spokesman Riju Kan-
jookkaran. The lay group is
hopeful, they said, of find-
ing a solution acceptable to
and inclusive of all.

Permanent synod
Meanwhile, the permanent
synod members are ex-

. pected to reach Rome

ahead of a meeting with se-
nior officials of the Vatican
on Monday. Much is being
read into the Vatican meet-
ing as both those demand-
ing the implementation of
the synod Mass and those
Opposing it are hopeful
that a solution will be
found in Rome.

_____———'_'—‘——.__‘__‘__
illage, Maneed Panchayaat, Pambra Desam, Huvatwl_m“ﬂ 1oLk Pitavom SubDstiet, Ervakulam District Kerala Sate-68






e

Wednesday, June 19, 2024
K1

THE HINDY —

Regio

Foranes to initiate
legal action against
archbishop Thazhath

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Sixteen forane churches
under the Ernakulam-An-
gamaly Archdiocese will
initiate legal action against
Andrews Thazhath, former
apostolic administrator of
the Syro-Malabar Church,
for his alleged efforts to
portray priests and the lay
community as joining
hands with “extremist fas-
cist” forces,

A person each from all
parishes in the 16 foranes
will initiate legal action
against Thazhath, said Al-
maya Munnettam, a lay pe-
ople’s group opposed to
the decision of the synod
of bishops to impose the
unified Mass from July 3.

The decision to initiate
legal action was taken at a
meeting of Edappally and
Kanjoor forane delegates
on Tuesday. The lay group
reiterated that the synod
Mass would not be imple-

mented in the archdiccese
as priests and the lay com-
munity had decided to
stick to the full people-fac-
ing Mass.

Almaya Munnettam ex-
pressed optimism at what
it claimed was several bish-

ops expressing dissent at |

the recent online synod
meeting during which the
Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese came under
criticism. The rebels also
claimed that the official
Church hierarchy was try-
ing to impose its diktat on
the unified Mass in "uneth-
fcal ways”. Those behind it
- " archbishop Thazhath
and apostolic administra-
tor Bosco Puthur — must
step down from their posi-
tions.

Father Joy Ainiyadan,
former vicar general of the
archdiocese, inaugurated
the summit of forane
churches. Almaya Munnet-
tam convenor Shaiju Anto-
ny presented the theme,

Mass row: priests’ council for
‘intervention of CBCI, KCBC

s of deadline of July 3 set in

Father Kuriakose Mundadan reminds bishops’

a joint circular issued on June 9 for finally switching to the unified synod Mass

The Hindu Bureau

KOCHI

riests' council se-
Pcmla:y of the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly

Archdiocese Father Kuria-
koze Mundadan has ap-
pealed to the Catholic Bish-
ops' Conferénce of India
(CBCI) and the Kerala Cath-
olic  Bishops® Council
(KCBC) to intervene in the
raging row in the archdio-
cese over the Mass liturgy
which, he said, threatened
to turn into a scandal en-
gulfing the entire Cathelic
Church.

The Syro-Malabar
Church is a sul juris
Church, as Pope Francis
has said. And, as such,
both the CBCI and the
KCBC will not be willing to

| encroach upon the inter-

nal matters of the Church.
“Nevertheless, when the

When the chain of
events in the Church
becomes as scandalous
as it can, you have to
rethink about the image
of the Catholic Church,
vour responsibility
towards the Church

FATHER KURIAKOSE
MUNDADAN

Priests’ councl secretary of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocess

chain of events in the
Church becomes as scan-
dalous as it can, you have
to rethink about the |
of the Catholic Church,
vour responsibility  to-
wards the Church” said
Father Mundadan in his
letters to the bishops’
groups on Tuesday.
Father Mundadan re-

minded the bishops'
groups of the deadline of
July 3 set in a joint circular
issued on June 9 for finally
switching to the unified
synod Mass. But he re-
called Pope Francis® words
that liturgical decisions in a
sui furis Church were to be
taken by the simod. The
bishops' synod, however,
is not the permanent syn-
od or a caucus in the syn-

Though an online synod
was officially announced
for June 14, the joint circu-
lar, which should have con-
tained the decisions of the
synod, was issued even be-
fore the synod discussions,
claimed Father Mundadan
in his letter.

After objeclions were
raised, the online synod
was extended to continue

on June 19.
I{':llhl_*r Mundadan’s let-

ter accused former apos- |
tolic administrator An- |
drews  Thazhath  of

“misusing power” and mis-

guiding and misinforming |

the Pope on liturgical is-

sues of the archdiocese. |

His unethical acts and re-
ports have helped sink the

situation further into con- |
troversies, whereas the is- |
sue was of simple rubrics |

{of Mass celebrant facing

people or facing away from |

people) into a major dis-
pute over ecclesiastical
communion, it said.

“This is, to say the least, |

utterly unchristian and
against the basic gospel
principles. The acts of

archbishop Andrews Thaz- |

hath, the former apostolic
administrator, Archbishop
of Thrissur, and president

of the CBCI are really abo-
minable” Father Munda-

dan’'s letter said.

l
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visage -
excommunication”.

Bish-nge S

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI .

Five blshops have joined
the growing chorus against
a threat to excommunicate
priests in the Ernakulam-

the Syro-Malabar Church
who do not heed a synod
diktat on unified Mass
from July 3.

A dissent note sent to
Major Archbishop Raphael
Thattil by the bishops said
the recent circular issued
by the Major Archbishop
and Apostolic Administra-
tor Bosco Puthur smacked
of “the Middle Ages culture
of the Church. Excommu-
nication is a term unheard
of after the second Vati
Council. The anentaLﬁade
of canon laﬁidnes,.nut:ﬁn-

The bishops’ stand has
deepened the divide over
Mass in the Oriental
Church with over 4.25 mil-
lion followers across the
globe. The archdiocese is

the largest administrative

Angamaly archdiocese of -

AMm excommunication
threat, call it Middle Ages culture

unit with about five lakh
members. The divide is ov-
er .whether the priest
should face people for the
entire duration of the Mass

or, as the synod has decid-

ed, turn to the people for
liturgy of the Word and
turn to the altar for the li-
turgy of consecration.
The bishops expressed
surprise that the higher
autherities of the Vatican
and “our Permanent Syn-
od” allowed sending out a
joint circular that has

“long-term negative conse-

quences in our. Church.

And in conscience we fi
it very difficult to endb:sé

thisjudgment”.

E"

'\ automatic - woparambil of K

Puthenveettll auxiliary of
Faridabad; Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara of Farida-
bad; and  Sebastian
Adayanthrath of Mandya
said in their note that they
held the synod decision on
unified Mass and the Holy

Father’s wishes .dﬁse to

r-'*hha-m ,Naricu— _

their heart and in respec-
tive jurisdictions “we fol-
low the uniform mode of
celebration”. .

The circular would
plunge the archdiocese in-
to turmoil, the bishops
said, as they reminded Ra-
phael Thattil and Bosco
Puthur that the Holy Fath-
er insisted on obedience
but stressed dialogue. The
priests in the archdiocese
follow the approved Mass
text and the question now
revolved around rubrics.

‘The bishops pointed out
that the Pope wanted the

O -

the Church itself but thg

problem to be solved b}' _}.f:.

joint circular was issued

without consultatmn&__’_‘

‘I‘he bishﬂps
there was no Justlﬁcatmn
in handing out the highest
punishment as ecclesiasti-

cal sanctions should. be -

proportionate to the viola-
tion. “Where is the place
for the benevolence we

preach,” they asked.

oA
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Priests’ group defies synod order,
to continue people-facing Mass

The Hindu Bureau : L
KOCHI

A vast section of priests in
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church have re-
jected a circular by Major
Archbishop Raphael That-
til and apostolic adminis-
trator Bosco . Puthur on
June 21 ordering them to
celebrate at least one Mass
in the «synod-prescribed
format in all churches on
Sundays and days of obli-

gation from July 3.

The circular is seen as a
climbdown for the synod
and a bid to calm agitated
priests after they were
threatened on June 9 with
excommunication if they
do not switch fully to syn-
od Mass from July 3. The
circular triggered open
criticism from among syn-
od members and groups of
priests in other dioceses.

Instead of solving. the

dispute, they brought outa

note that will light the fire

of strife and deepen the di-

vision, says senior priest
Fr. Jose Vailikodath, spo-
kesman for priests’ forum
Athirupatha Samrakshan
Samiti or group for protec-
tion of the archdiocese.
While the synod stands
for the unified mode of

‘Mass in which the priest

faced people for the liturgy
of the word and turned to
the altar for the liturgy of
the sacrament, the oppos-
ing priests insist on full pe-
ople-facing Mass.




The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Eight deacons were or-
dained as priests of the Sy-
ro-Malabar Church here on
Monday.
After the event, repre-
sentatives of the rebel fo-
rum Almaya Munnettam
met apostolic administra-
tor Mar Bosco Puthur and
demanded the withdrawal
of his circular which,
among other directives, in-
sisted that the priests im-
plement the uniform mode
of Mass celebration.
They waited till the end
of the ordination at the mi-

) HED

The HIQOU05/1172024,
Syro-Malabar C urcﬁ orcfalns eight deacons as
priests; protesters meet bishop with demands

New role: The deacons who were ordained as priests on Monday.

nor seminary of the arch-

diocese in Thrikkakara and

met the bishop to register
their protest against the

»

circular dated October 30

that had asked the priests

and the laity to not asso-
ciate with organisations

that criticise the official
stance of the Church or de-
mean its leadership on so-
cial media. :
They also demanded
the removal of police per-
sonnel from the archbish-
op’s residence. The mem-
bers of the group said they
would boycott the apostol-
ic administrator at all pu-
blic venues as they did not
approve of the appoint-
ment of the new curia

) men:!bers. The circular was
.pubhcly burnt by the faith-

after the Sunday Mass
on November 3.

The Athirupatha Sam-
rakshana Samithi, a forum

of priests in the Ernaku-

lam-Angamaly  archdio-
cese, said they had boycot-
ted the Mass led by Mar
Puthur after the ordination
as a mark of protest against
his directive on the un-
iform Mass.

The ordination, origi-
nally scheduled in Decem-
ber 2023, was postponed
following the liturgy dis-
pute in the Church. Their
ordination was confirmed
after they submitted an af-
fidavit agreeing to cele-
brate the uniform Mass,
said Fr. Antony Vadakkeka-
ra, official spokesman of

the Church.
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