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Protests continue against Synod

decision on uniform Mass

Fast by priests, laity members enters seventh day

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
EOCHI
The fast by members of the
laity and priests in the Syro-
Malabar Archdiocese of Er-
nakulam-Angamaly against a
decision of the Synod of
. Bishops to impose a uniform
° code of Mass celebration
continued for the seventh

. day on Tuesday.

Father Babu Kalathil ; who
who on a fast, was shifted to
the Lisie Hospital, but conti-
ued his fast for the seventh
day. Bishop Kuriakose Bha-
ranikulangara of Faridabad
visited those on protest at
the hospital, said a commu-
nication from Alamaya Mun-
nettam, the combine of lay
people demanding that the

church administration
should allow a fully congre-
gation-facing Mass.
Almayana Munneettam
leaders Prakash P. John and
Thomas Keercheri are those
others on a fast. Father Tom
Mullanchira is also on a fast
in front of the Cardinal’s
house, the communication
said.
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Congregation-facing Mas

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-Ma-
labar Catholic Church will
continue with the practice of
fully congregation-facing
Mass though the Synod of
the church ruled in August
last year that the Mass cele-
bration should be uniform
with the celebrant facing the

congregation for the first
half of the Mass and then fac-
ing away from the congrega-
tion for the second half. .
Archbishop Antony Kariy-
il, Metropolitan Vicar of the
archdiocese, who looks after
the day-to-day administra-
tion of the diocese, said that
it was not possible, under
the current circumstances,
to issue a fresh circular to
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adopt the uniform system of
Mass celebration.

The announcement on
the Mass celebration saw lay
people and priests, who
were on a fast, end their
protest after nine days.
~ Archbishop Kariyil would
soon issue a circular to all
parishes for following the
fully  congregation-facing
Mass celebration.
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[ Angamaly archdlocese |

Kochi: Archhlshop Anto-
ny Kariyil, the metropoli-
tan vicar ﬂf the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly  archdio.
cese, issued a statement on
Thursda}r saying that it
was not possible to imple-
ment the unified mass, pre-
scribed by the Church syn-
od, at thearchdiocese,

The statement was is-
sued despite the head of Sy-
ro-Malabar Church, cardi-

George Alencherry,
stating in a circular that
Mar Kariyil has informed
the synod session that con-
cluded on Jan 15 that he
will issue a circular to im-
plement unified mass at
thearchdiocese.

But, the archbishop is-
sued a contradictory state-
ment on Thursday as two
priests and two laity mem-
bers of the archdiocese
conducted a hunger strike
at the bishop’s house de-
manding the continuation
of Mass Versus Populum,
the style where the cele-
brant faces the people.

Archbishop
said in the circular that
Synod had pointed out le-
gal limitations in imple-
menting dispensation (un-
der canon) in the entire
archdiocese and had asked
him to limit the scope of

Kariyil

Fr Tom Mullanchira, whn was un hunger strike dema.ndlng

continuation of the mass facing the people, ends his fast by
taking lime juice from Fr Joseph Parekattil on Thursday

the dispensation througha
new circular He added that
though he had agreed with
the synod, the crisis be-
came severe even before
the Synod ended.

“The hunger strike
which was going on for the
past nine days is also caus-
ing serious human rights
concerns...Respecting the
lives of those who are on
fast and considering the
common sentiments in the
archdiocese and the pasto-
ral crisis existing here, 1
am realizing that it is not
possible to execute a circu-
lar, demanding the imple-
mentation of mass in the
style prescribed by the syn-
od, at this archdiocese,” he
said in his statement.

Those whowere on hun-
ger strike called off their
protests after the archbish-
op issued a statement. Mar

Kariyil said in the state-
ment that he has formally
intimated the Vatican's
secretary of state cardinal
Pietro Parolin and apostol-
ic nuncio to India arch-
bishop Leopoldo Girelli
that under the circum-
stances issuing a circular,
as dir\ected by the synod,
will be improper and go
against his conscience.

Mar Kariyil added that
cardinal Alencherry was
also told about it in person
and the permanent synod
too was informed.

Meanwhile, protesting
priests said that they will
continue other modes of
agitations until the style of
mass at the archdiocese is
formally recognized. Laity
organizations said that
any action against Mar Ka-
riyil due to his stand would

be strongly opposed.
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Deadline for receiving applications for
Mavakeraleeyam exten
The deadiine for receiving applications for Mavakeraleeyam one-time settlemont

scheme to clear lean arrears in cooperative banks has been extended up to March
31 The eartler deadtine was December 31, 2021,
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No uniform mass in
Ernakulam-Angamaly

archdiocese:

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @xoch

THE uniform mode of Holy
Mass will not be implemented
in the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese, said Mar Antony
Kariyil, the metropolitan vie-
ar of the archdiocese, in a
statement issued here on
Thursday.
The decision comes in

the wake of the huge
uproar within the

archdiocese against are on fast and con-
implementing the sidering the common
new format of the sentiments in the
mass approved by archdiocese and the
the synod, and the pastoral crisis exist-
ongoing hunger ing here, I have real-
strike of the laity  gespectingthe ised that it is impos-
and the priests. lives ofthozewhe  Sible to execute a
The circular is- areonfastand  circular, demanding
sued by Cardinal consideingthe  the implementation
George Alencherry common of the mass in the
—_ head of the Syro sentimentsinthe giyle prescribed by
Malabar Church —  archdioceseand  the synod, in this
after the conclusion ﬁml archdlocese,” Mar
of the synod session  pave realised that Kaiﬁfsrﬂ's._ statement
on January 15 stated  j¢isimpossibleto 52
that Mar Kariyil will Eum;mm, He also said he has
jssue a circular de-  demandingthe  formally conveyed
manding the archdi- . his decision to Cardi-
oeese to implement ofthemassinthe  nal Pietro Parolin,
the new format. m‘“g‘:’f the Vatican secretary
However, consider-  thesynod.in of state, Apostolic
i nse si SERSOUR uncio to India
ing the tense situa- Nuncio :
tion in the archdio-  MarantonyKanyl, Archbishop Leopol-
cese. Mar Kariyil metopoltanvicar,  do Girelli, Cardinal
issued the statement Alencherry and the
contrary to the syn- archdipcese permanent s
od’s decision. Meanwhile, .the
Mar Kariyil has  protesting priests
assured the andthela- said that though they have
ity belonging fo the archdio- ended the hunger strike, they
cese that he will find a solu-  will continue to protest until
tion to end the row, Following  the old mass of the archdio-
his assurance. the two priests  cese is formally recognised.
and the two laity members Laity organisations of the
ended their strike at the Er-  archdiocese said that any ac-
nakulam Bishops' House. tion against Mar Kariyil due
In the statement, Mar Kari- tohis stand would be strongly
yil said the synod pointed out opposed.

Mar Kariyil

the legal limitations in pro-
viding exemption as per the
Canon Law to the entire arch-
diocese and sought to limit
the scope of the exemption
through a new circular
Though he had agreed with
the synod, the pastoral crisis
became severe before the con-
ulusiuréégf the synod, he

“Respecting the
lives of those who



The Hindu, 18/02/2022
Church Mass row: Lay

forums warn of action

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

fﬁlma}ra Munnettam, Daiva-
Jana Koottayma, St. Mary’s
Basilica Koottayma, and
At_himopatha Sutharya Sa-
mithi, all represenging or-
ganisations calling for more
transparency and accounta-
bility in the administration
of the church in the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
of the Syro-Malabar Church,
has said the laity will react
strongly against any deci-
sion against the practice of

fully congregation-facing
Mass.
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Any decision against the
fully  congregation-facing
Mass, which had brought
peace and harmony in the
archdiocese, would not be
accepted, said a statement
from Augustine Kaniyamat-
tam, representing the laity.
He said the implications of
the Mass were discussed at a
meeting of the representa-
tives of the church on Fe-
bruary 13.

Continue practice

The Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese had said it
would continue with the
practice of fully congrega-
tion-facing Mass though the
synod of the Syro-Malabar
Church said in August last
year that the Mass celebra-
tion should be uniform with
the celebrant facing the con-
gregation for the first half of
the Mass and then facing
away from the congregation
for the second half.
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changes in Holy Mass

Times News NETwork

Kochi: The parish community of Ernakulam
StMary’s Cathedral Basilica helda procession
to the bishop’s house of the Ernakulam-Anga-
maly archdiocese on Sunday; demanding legi-
timation of Mass facing the people, the type of
Massfollowed in the archdiocese.

Mode of celebrating Holy Mass has been a
matter of dispute within the Syro-Malabar
Church for the past several years. The main re-
ason for the dispute was that various dioceses
used to follow at least two different modes of
celebrating Holy Mass, the main difference be-
ing the priest facing churchgoers during the

. ceremony in certain dioceses and facing the al-
tar in other dioceses.

SYRO-MALABAR CHURCH

The unified way prescribed by the synod is

a combination of both and all dioceses, except

Ernakulam-Angamaly, has moved to the for-
mat. The archdiocese, one of the biggest in the
Church, is continuing their traditional mass
based on a canonical exemption granted from
the synodal mass by Mar Antony Kariyil, met-
ropolitan vicar of the archdiocese.

The Basilica parish community took out
the procession in solidarity with Archbishop
Kariyil and demanded permanent formal le-
galization of the style of mass followed in the
archdiocese. Parishioners conducted a gathe-
ring outside the bishop’s house too.

The gathering was held after the Sunday
Mass. Parishioners were holding banners and
posters hailing the Mar Kariyil’s leadership.

TOI

A procession was held to the bishop’s house of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese on Sunday

Churchgoers reiterated their preference for :
mass facing the people to the archbishop. Over
hundred parishioners took partinthemeet.  :

Community leaders whoaddressed thegat- :
hering before the bishop’s house warned ':
churchgoers to be watchful of those who ‘spre-
ad poison’ in their minds. :

“Peace and tranquillity are prevailing in :
the Basilica parish, and we protest the attempt
todisruptthis peace by usingsomemenwhofa- :
vour the side of Cardinal Alencherry. We will :
stand by the decisions taken by the metropoli- :
tan vicar of the archdiocese and will not let :
any other mode of Holy Mass at our parishes,” :
said Thankchan Periyil of the St Mary’s Cat- :
hedral Basilica collective. R s

Meanwhile, another section of laity acti- :
vists campaigning for implementation of the :
synodal mass in this archdiocese alsostageda  :
demonstration here, leading to a minor con- :
frontation between the two sides on Sunday.
Police intervened to diffuse the situation im-
mediately, sources said. :

St
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1s EXPRESSING solidarity with
e- Metropolitan Vicar Mar An-
le tony Kariyil, parishioners of
. the St Mary’s Basilica Church,
7e  Ernakulam, gathered at the
le  Ernakulam-Angamaly Bish-
‘a op’s House on Sunday after the
ic mass.

0- The parishioners held a

t Small procession to the Bish-

1
1- op’s House from the cathedral
la holding posters hailing the

leadership of Mar Kariyil. Con-

sidering the strong demand for

e e
e eEr

~maly Archdiocese, Mar Antony
‘Kariyil had stood by his deci-
sion of not implementing the
new mode of the Holy Mass
prescribed by the Synod. The
faithful reiterated their prefer-
ence for mass facing the people
to the archbishop. Over a hun-
dred parishioners took part in

i

Holy Mass facing the people.
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the existing peace at various
parishes. The leaders of the
1 collective of the parishioners
of the Basilica Church ad-

LU o

the meet. The gathering de- todiffuse
manded legalisation of the  Asingularr

dressed the gathering and*.,earemunﬂn_certam diube‘hes.

Parishioners of St Mary's Basilica Church gather in front of the Bishop's l-!uuse
expressing solidarity with Metropolitan Vicar Mar Antnny Kariyil on Sunday

Uniform Holy Mass:
Parishioners of St Mary’s
. Basilica take out march

'_Wlth fa'lthful '
Considering strong demand
for continuing the Mass
facing faithful in the
Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese, Mar Antony
Kariyil had stood by his
decision not to implement
the new mode prescribed by
the Synod

ing to create issues_ We w111
stand by the decisions tak

~ Meanwhile, é. clash broke out
during the gathering oth-

ing the Synod’s appmv
Mass raised slogans at |

The faithful expressed an- of ¢
gulsh over deliberate attempts ~ abar
from certain corners to hamper

a different mode:
' celebram the mass, an o‘md

ous difference being the priest
facing the faithful during the \
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SC issues notice to govt on
Cardinal Alencherry’s plea

HC Had Dismissed His Plea Fo

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: The Supreme
Courton Friday agreed to he-
arpleaof Cardinal Mar Geor-
ge Alencherry for quashing
of trial proceedings against
him in Syro-Malabar Church
land sale controversy in Ke-
rala and sought response
from the state govt and priva-
te parties on his appeal aga-
inst the high court order
which had refused to grant
himrelief.

LAND SALE ROW

A bench of Justices Di-
nesh Maheshwari and Ani-
ruddha Bose issued notice to
the state government and so-
ught response in two weeks.

The Cardinal approached
theapex courtagainst Kerala
High Court order dismissing
his all six petitions challeng-
ing orders of judicial magist-
rate taking cognisance of
complaints filed against him
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Down Cardinal Alencherry’, to Ernakulam Bishop’s house on Friday

dinal, contended that six cri-

minal proceedings initiated

against him at Kakkanad
while a prior complaint with
respect to the same cause of
action was pending before ju-
dicial magistrate of Ernaku-

* lam. They submitted that the

complainant had concealed
thefactabout pendency ofhis
complaint on the same sub-
ject matter covering all alle-

* gations while filing fresh

complaints.

“The complainant filed
separate complaints in a dif-
ferent jurisdictional courtaf-
ter the Magistrate in the first
case directed him to butiress
his case by examining furt-
her witnesses and he also
concealed the fact that a
complaint filed by one Paula-
chan Puthuppara, on the
same subject matter had be-
en dismissed as a civil dispu-
te by the Chief Judicial Ma-
gistrate, Ernakulam after

al Proceedings

due consideration,” the peti-
tion said.

The high court in August
dismissed his petitions. The
court had held that the Cardi-
nal cannot seek refuge under
Canon Law, which is a perso-
nal law applicable to the
church, to escape liability
under general law of the
land.

ChallengingHC order the
petitioner alleged that HC
did not take note of the fact
that a complaint was filed
earlier on in 2018 by the same
complainant on the same
subject matter,covering all
allegations made against
him in the present set of
complaints,

“The High Court failed to
consider that the basic mate-
rial/ allegations on which
the Kakkanad court took cog-
nizance had already been in-
vestigated and considered by
various courts while dealing
with various complaints
which haveeither ended with
closure report or an observa-
tion that it was subject mat-
ter of civil proceedings,” the

---------

Laity activists
want Cardinal
to step down

Kochi: An organization of laity :
activistsinErnakulam-Angamaly |
archdiocese staged a protestat Er- |
nakulam Bishop's house on Fri- |
day demanding that Cardinal Ge- :

!1‘ orge Alencherry

should step down |
from his positions !
over the Syro-Ma- |
labar Church land

sale controversy, :
' Thiscameona |
day when the Supreme Courtagre- |
edtohearthe Cardinal'spleatoqu- |
ash the trial proceedings against !
him in the land sale case and so- |
ught a response from the govern- :
ment and private partieson hisap- |
peal against the high court order |
which had refused togranthimre-
lief. ; 1
The Cardinal had approached |
the SC after the high court dismis-
sedhis petitionstoquash thecases |
related to the controversial land
deals.

Laity activists took out a
march holding a banner saying,
'StapDﬂwnCaﬂlhhmlAlennhmy'-
Laity activist Riju Kanjookkaran
said restitution of losses, incurred
by the archdiocese due to the cont-
pened yet. “The Vatican should in-
tervene in the administration of
the Church and implement theres-
titution of losses. The Cardinal,
whoisfacing multiple criminal ca-
ses over the issue, should step

down immediately” hesaid.



ahead of Central Ministers

SC seeks

ndu 272777

ala response on Cardinal plea

K

Siddaganga in South India.

Mar Alencherry for quashing six criminal cases against him in the State

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court (SC) on
Friday sought responses
from the Kerala government
and a complainant on a plea
by Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry seeking quash-
ing of six criminal cases
against him in the State.

A Bench of Justices Dinesh

The Almaya Munnettam marches to the Bishop's House in
Ernakulam demanding Cardinal Alencherry's re_s_igpatia__n;

Maheshwari and Aniruddha
Bose took note of the sub-
missions of senior advocate
Siddharth Luthra, appearing
for the archbishop, that sev-
eral separate criminal cases
have been lodged against his
client for one alleged offence
which is impermissible in
law The Bencl

: .I DStEd ﬂ'IE_

asked the State and Joshy
Varghese, who had filed
complaints, to respond to
the plea.

The plea has sought a stay
on the investigation ordered
by the Kerala High Court to
probe “whether the Church
had executed a settlement
deed in 2007 with respect to
a government land or pu-
ramboke land.”

A section of Church be-
lievers took out a march to
the Bishop’s House in Ernak-
ulam demanding the remo-
val of the Cardinal “in the
wake of the Supreme Court
rejecting his pefition to stay
the proceedings against him
in the cnntmvetsml L‘.hurch
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Unified Mass
system from
December 25

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI
Archbishop Antony Kariyil,
Metropolitan Vicar of the
Major Archbishop of the :
Syro-Malabar Church, said
in a circular here on Wed-
nesday that the exemption :
given to the archdiocese of :
Ernakulam-Angamaly to  :
continue with a fully con- :
gregation  facing* Mass ' i
would be vahd tlll Decem- o
"+" ber 25. :
i} 1. The Synod of the Syro-
_Malabar Church had issued :
directions in August last
year that there should bea
uniform system .of cele- :
‘brating the Mass in which o
the celebrant faced the
congregation for the first
half and then turned to- :
- wards the tabernacle (holy :
of holies) for the second
half. s
The c1rcular sald that :
the dlspensatlon granted
on November 26, 2021 :
~ would be valid till Decem- :
. her 255 20225t Mgk L
' The exemption was gi-
ven due to concerns over
“serious consequences of
public order”, the c1rcular

sald
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Ernz-trklﬁan‘.l— gamaly archdiocese
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THE ERNAKULAM-AN GAMALY Archdi-
ocese Metropolitan Vicar Mar Antony Ka-
riyil on Wednesday said the validity of the
€xemption granted for the conduct of the
uniform _Holy Mass would end on Decem-
ber 25 this year, making it mandatory for
all the churches under the archdiocese to

implement the uniform mass from
Christmas: - ' '

*UEL NS

The priests of the archdiocese acceptéﬁ |

the decision of Mar Kariyil, in what is seen
as an end to the prolonged deadlock be-
tween a section of the priests and the
church.
A circular by Mar Kariyil said that, after
considering everything, he has decided to
" modify the previous circular issued on No-
vember 26 last year. That particular circu-
lar stated that, considering the serious pas-
toral problems and for the spiritual
well-being of the faithful, the archdiocese
was exempted from celebrating the Holy
Mass (50:50) decided by the Syro-Malabar
Synod invoking canon 1538. The circular
was amended citing two main reasons:
First, the serious consequences of public
order that have occurred and are foreseen
with the imposition of the synodal deci-
sion concerning the Holy Mass.
The second, the parishes will need more
time so that everyone will be prepared to

End to deadlock?

In what is seen as an end to the
prolonged deadlock between a section of
the priests and the church, the priests of

the Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese
accepted the decision of Mar Karlyil to
modify the previous circular issued on
November 26 last year. That circular
stated that, considering the serious
-~ Pastoral problems, the archdiocese was
-exempted from conducting uniform mass

13k

accept the changes, as acknowledged by
the Pope, too, in his recent letter to the
archdiocese.

The Pope’s letter issued on Friday had
urged the archdiocese to implement the
uniform mode of the Holy Mass by Easter:
The letter also said that exemptions can be
allotted for only a determined period of
time and permission should be sought
from the Major Archbishop, Cardinal
George Alencherry.

The priests have accepted Mar Kariyil's
decision. “Since the Holy Mass decided by
the synod is new to most of the priests, we
need time to make them understand. We
acknowledge the time given by the arch-
bishop,” said Fr Jose Vaillikodath, the pub-
lic relations officer of the Athirupatha
Samrakshana Samithi, a body of priests.

b
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new mode of Holy Mass after Xmas

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: After Pope Francis intervened
toresolve theliturgical crisis in the Sy-
ru-Malabar Church, the Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese
metropolitan  vicar
Mar Antony Kariyil,
who had granted dis-
pensation to the arch-
diocese from the new
format of Holy Mass
prescribed by the synod, on Wednes-
day limited the validity of the dispen-
sation to December 25, 2022,

With this, the uniform mode of Holy
Mass prescribed by the synod will co-
me into force in the archdiocese from
December 25. All other dioceses have
already switched to the new format.

: Archbishop Kariyil said in a circu-
: lar issued on Wednesday that the dis-

: pensation granted on November 26,

2021, was being amended, Keeping in
mind the serious consequences of pub-

lic order that have oceurred and are fo-
reseen with the mlpo’mhnn of thesyno-
dal decision con the Holy Qur-
bana.

EKM-ANGAMALY

“The second reason concerns the
necessity -acknowledged also by the
Holy Father in his recent letter to the
Archeparchy- that parishes will need
more time to carry out a more ample
catechesis as was done elsewhere so
that everyone will be prepared to ac-
cept thechanges,” the circular said.

The Pope, in his letter to the Arche-
parchy, had said that as provided for in
the Canon Law, it was possible to ask
for necessary dispensation from the
major archbishop, who is the metropo-
litan of the Archeparchy, or with the
approval of the major archbishop,
from his vicar. “The dispensation will
be given only for a determined amount
of time in accordance with the Code of

Pnpe said in the letter.

Mar Kariyil is the vicar of the ma-
jorarchbishop, Cardinal George Alen- :
cherry “As soon as possible,Iwillexpo- :
se to the major archbishop and the bi-  :
shops of the synod the ecclesiastical
difficulties we face in the Archeparchy :
and the initiatives that are intended to  :
be implemented for catechesis,” Mar :
Kariyil said in the circular -

Priests of the archdiocese, who ha-
ve been protesting a change from the :
‘mass facing people’, the style which :
was being followed in the archdiocese, :
have also offered support to the archbi- :
shop. Priests said that though it wasa :
difficult decision, they were going to :
follow the Pope’s advice due to the love
and respect that they have for him. :

Meanwhile, the Church synod held :
a special summit on Wednesday, virtu-
ally to discuss the implementation of :
the unified mass in the archdiocese. ;
The Church said in a pressnote that the

-

Canons of the Eastern Churches,” the

£
L

summit will continue on Thursday day:
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Rival factions clash at

Times NEws NETWORK

Kochi: Row over the implementation
of the unified format of Holy Mass in
the Ernakulam-Angamaly archdio-
cese took an ugly turn on Friday as
two groups of laity activists clashed
with each other on the premises of the
Ernakulam Bishop’s House.

ROW OVER UNIFIED MASS

The scuffle happened soon after
priests held a meeting with the metro-
politan vicar of the archdiocese, Mar
Antony Kariyil, and declared that
they would not follow the directive of
Cardinal George Alencherry to imple-
ment the unified mass from Sunday
onwards. Laity activists supporting
the official leadership of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church said that one of their

members was beaten up by the factlmt;
supporting the dissident priests an

Presbyteral council secretary of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly archdiocese

Fr Kuriakose Mundadan speaks to the
media in Kochi on Friday

that they were going to file a police
case against them.

However, the faction of laity activ-
ists supporting the priests said that
members of the other faction entered
the compound of the bishop’s house
and made provocative commentslead-
ing to the scuffle, Fr Mathew Kiluk-
kan, the public relations officer of the

IMI‘-AI

B

archdiocese, issued a statement say-
ing that the old format of mass would
continue in the archdiocese.

“Mar Kariyil revealed in the meet-
ing of priests held in the bishop’s
house on Friday that he was com-

pelled to sign the circular which was

issued on Thursday and that it was
prepared in advance by the curia at

Mount St Thomas (the headquarters

of the Syro-Malabar Church). The

bishop said in the meeting that thein- e Ao
st aup;ortins e o on o
tosend hisletterhead, seal, and digital urch,

signature and to not discuss the mat- w
ter even with his own curia. Hence, it

struction which was given to him was

is clear that the bishop signed the cir-
cularduetothepressure. Suchacircu-
lar signed under pressure is not ca-
nonically valid,” said the statement,

~ Meanwhile, Alencherry issued a
clarification noteon Friday night stat-
ing that the circular issued on Thurs-

LTI D
ishop’s House in n Ekm

SEsssEREEEERS

out that the Dicastery of Oriental
Churches have specified the same ina
letter issued in the aftermath of the
pontificalletter.

“The major archbishop will un-
doubtedly want to send out a circular
in theljghtof the papal letter of
March25, which should be considered
the final decision in the matter,” the
cardlmlsaidmthenota. quoting from
theleltm:‘

iy Palarivattom, a laity activ-

said that the other group
adi'insagainst Christian values.
:I'puxsday’s circular had said that
: naig';' format of Holy Mass ap-
pmved,bythe synod will come into
' mthearchdiooesaﬂ'omthePaJm

--Mn PIST

————

‘Both Mar Kariyil and cardi- | |
'n@];,._;lmcherry would together con- | |
Mthemassm&émﬁmatinthe _

Cathedrq,l Basuim on |

daywasbinding. Thecardinal pointed ,ﬁgndﬂgitadﬂedﬁ S

T
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ection of priests rejects

call for uniform mass

from Palm Sunday

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochl

PEACE CONTINUED to elude

on the uniform mode of Holy -

Mass with a section of priests
on Friday deciding to reject the
cardinal’s circular issued on
Thursday asking them to im-
plement the mass from Palm
Sunday. :
The section of priests belong-
ing to Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese in a meeting held;
at Ernakulam Bishops' House
also decided not to read the car-

dinal’s circular and to continue -

with the present mode of Holy
Mass at the churches under the
archdiocese during Palm Sun-
"day (April 10) and Easter (April
17). <

The priests’ meeting was
held in the presence of Metro-
politan Vicar of - Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese Mar
Antony Kariyil.

Fr Mathew Kilukkan, public

relations officer (PRO) of the .

archdiocese, in a circular, said
Mar Kariyil in the meeting re-
vealed he was forced to sign the
circular that was prepared by

the curia of Mount St Thomas.

The direction from Mount_St
Thomas was not to discuss with
his curia members about the

‘Circular is mandatory’

Cardinal George Alencherry issued
a statement on Friday night
clarifying that the circular issued
on Thursday was as per the
Church laws and was mandatory.
He said the Dicastery of Oriental
Churches had specified the same
in a letter issued on April 1. “The
Major Archbishop will
undoubtedly want to send out a
circular in the light of the Papal
letter of March 25, 2022, which
should be considered the final
decision in the matter,” the
statement said.

circular and to send his digital
signature, seal and letferhead,
said Fr Kilukkan.

The meeting also observed
that as per canon law, the circu-

lar issued by the cardinal was

invalid. “As metropolitan vicar,
Archbishop Antony Kariyil is
in charge of the administrative
affairs of the archdiocese.
Therefore, the circular under-
signed by Cardinal George
Alencherry cannot be accept-

- ed,” said Fr Kilukkan.

Meanwhile, priests of the
archdiocese said they have de-

cided to not read the cardinal's

circular.
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the release said.

Mass celebrated ™

under unified
system

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

As Christians across Kerala

celebrated Palm Sunday, the -

first day of the Holy Week,
the Palm Sunday Mass and
procession at the St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica, seat of
the Syro-Malabar Church, in
Kochi was held under heavy
police protection.

Cardinal George Alen-
cherry, Major Archbishop,
led the Mass and the proces-
sion, but Archbishop Antony
Kariyil did not join the cere-
monies. Dozens of police
personnel were seen around
the cathedral as the Mass
was celebrated and the pro-
cession was held.

The Cardinal celebrated
the Mass under the unified
system in which the priest

faces the congregation for

the first half and then faces *

the Altar for the rest of the ri-

VELHLIE I VELIITIIL. DL iyt e

“Palm Sungg% ﬁf@g {in

e

Added caution: Police personnel stand

NFEE APLAREE RGP RN

of St. Mary's Cathedral in Kochi while the Mass was being
celebrated on the occasion of Palm Sunday. =H.ViBHU

tuals. However, a large num-
ber of priests and laity in the
archdiocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church are opposing the
unified system because the
archdiocese has been cele-
brating the Mass with the
priest fully facing the
congregation.

There is also a group that
supports the unified system.
The synod of bishops of the
Syro-Malabar Church had is-

sued a diktat in August last
year that the unified system
would come into effect with
Easter this year.

Exemption granted
Though the archdiocese was
granted an exemption from

the synodal order by Metro-

politan Vicar Archbishop
Antony Kariyil, it has now
been ordered that the un-
ified system would come in-
to effect across the Syro-Ma-

7 RAARSAWPRAN u“‘w“-"ﬂ'fuut all
-

olice guar

U

labar Churgh™ on Easter
Sunday. 3 ]
Anticipating trouble

The police feared there
could be some trouble bet-
ween the two groups before
or after the Palm Sunday ce-
remonies. However, the cele-
brations concluded peace-

fully with both sides being °

present at the Mass.

Mathai Varkey Muthiren-
thy, general convener, Samy-
ukta Sabha Samrakshan Sa-
mithi (forum for protection
of the church), expressed
optimism that the unified
system would be adopted by
Easter Sunday.

Riju Kanjookkaran of Al-
maya Munnettam (lay peo-
ple’s council) claimed the
vast majority of priests and

parishes did not follow the
synodal decision, The coun-
cil congratulated Ar

procession despi
the Archbishop’s
the city. ‘
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Priests mull quitting Sy

Protesting clergy want to form separate entity with exis‘ﬂtjg;ﬁmal while remaining within the Catholic Church

:—';-:-‘ﬁ-:“m" unified Mass celebration, has i Riju Kanjookkaran of the Al-
virtually closed the way for 2 M-_d.'_il:’;'* maya Munnettam said the
A section of priests in the Er-  reconciliation on the issue. +© #7  Cardinal’s circular would not
nakulam archdio- The crux of the controver- . be read out in the parishes
cese of the Syro-Malabar sy is that the archdiocese, - j during the Palm Sunday
Catholic Church who have one of the largest units of the Mass i

been protesting against the
introduction of the uniform
format of the Mass have said
they may consider opting out
of the Church and : i
the existing ritual while re-
maining within the Catholic
Church. The move comes af-
ter Church head Major Arch-
bishop Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry and Metropoli-
tan Vicar Archbishop Mar
Antony Kariyil sent out a
joint circular that the unified
Mass celebration will come
into effect on Palm Sunday,
April 10.

‘Forced to sign’

A large number of priests,
who met the Metropolitan
Vicar on Friday, claimed that
he had admitted he was
forced to sign the circular en-
dorsing the unified Mass sys-
tem. The claim of Mar Kariy-
il, who has not favoured a

Syre-Malabar Church, has
been following the practice
of the celebrant (priest) fac-
ing the congregation
throughout the Mass. Howey-
er, the Synod of Bishops is-
sued a diktat in August last
year that the Mass should be
uniform. Many dioceses cele
brated it with the pﬂéslf fac-
ing the congregation for the
first half and then the taber-
nacle for the second half,

Father Paul Thelekkat, se-
nior priest, said, “The way
the Synod of Bishops is im-
posing liturgical decisions
without dialogue is making
the priests and faithful of the
archdiocese desperate. Many
priests are thinking of opting
out of the Syro-Malabar
Church.” He said there was
no question of leaving the
Catholic fold.

Quoting examples from
other parts of the world, he

Dispute drags on: The ¢

rux of the controversy in the Syro-M

Iy e | e,
A - =T -

alabar Church is whether the

celebrant should fa:tﬂ'lm_:m'lgmgatmn or the tabernacle during the holy Eucharist,

said the Eritrean Catholie rige
had started in 2015, The Al-
banian  Greek  Catholjc
Church had mb"l-.mﬂm_
bers. The Archdiocese of M;.
lan had its own Latin liturg;-
cal rite known as the
Ambrosian rite. The Syro-

Malabar  rite hIstoﬁﬂu}»

came under the Chaldean fa-
mily. Even in the Chaldean
rite, they had the option to
celebrate the Mass facing the
congregation, he said,

Palm Sunday Mass
Father Alex Onampally, me-
dia commission secretary of

the Syro-Malabar Church,
said it had been decided that
the Cardinal would celebrate
the Mass in the unified way at
5t. Mary’s Basilica in Kochi
on Palm Sunday.

The unified system would
come into effect in all dioces-
s on Easter Sunday, April 17.

Mathai Varkey Muthiren-
thy, general convener of the

Samyukta Sabha Samraksh-
an Samithi that favours the
unified system, said the Car-

dinal could not be prevented -

from celebrating the Mass on
Palm Sunday in the unified

System.
‘Priests, laity upset®

Father Kuriakose Mundadan, -

secretary of the Presbyteral | |

Council, said the Church
authorities had earlier given
time till December 25 this

year to shift to the unified

system, but the sudden

change in stance had upser
most priests and laity, He

said only a minority of the

priests supported the unified _
system while around 450 of

the 465 priests in the arch-
diocese were in favour of
continuing with the present
system.
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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The standoff between those
opposing the unified system
of Mass celebration and
those opposing it in the Syro
Malabar Church continued
on Tuesday with allegations
that Major Archbishop Ge-
orge Alencherry used his
supporters and the police to
prevent the celebration of

the fully congregation facing
Mass by not allowing St. Ma-
ry’s Cathedral Basilica to be
opened.

Almaya Munnettam, lay
people’s group and Athiroo-
patha Samrakshana Samithi,
the group of priests said the
move to close the basilica
was a violation of the right to
worship.

However, Syrian Catholic

R/{E%/S continues

Church sources said the pol-
ice had intervened only to
avoid a law and order pro-
blem as the police are not in
a position to take a decision
on the issue of Mass celebra-
tion. The groups opposing
and supporting the unified
Mass system had gathered at
the basilica and the police
duty is to maintain law and

order, sources said. |
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- : EXPRESS NEWS SEEVICE grioc  0s35 were hooked at Ka-
-ation functions using bogus phone, bank account numbers o e {[?ﬂrh:;:?uvusuh RT(J:EI"LM.
THE Motor Vo rt: WeTE against
TONY gwacty MO ARRESTS SO FAR ened that her morphed photo- ment (MVD) and Ernslalam oo o e,
®5eventh case against online graphs would be sent to her district police jointly booked  operating services without
ER case of threat and jgan lenders registered at Kochi relatives and friends. The po- 175 cases agalnst private bus-  door shutiers, use of LED
;;gf::'—:;‘p;i:;“t’: cyber police station this year gﬁFBIEMfHﬁUIm &5 for violation of traffic rules  lights and audlo system, and
Bl ons 7 for n'Wednesdiy The drive was  smnloving itho
he Kochi cyber police  ®No arrest could be mada sonzally eoloured remarks, 506 gﬂnr? o i ) “ :1.-:T-':-|------ [ !rf:ﬂ:'i?'h:‘hu;.;;
Istered ncase based on. Vel In any of the cases for eriminal Intimidation and this n, erat 1 for viola-
uint aboul such an app 508 for insuliing the mode: Iy 8, Kaloor, Foft tiog of repeated
¥ native woman. & woman, and Section 87 of f Wit f Kochl, Hlgh Court Junctlon offeirs the s s will be can-
b peolice tried to trace The Eevearold woman ap:  Information Technolog: ' 4 | i inise and Foreshore Road, Asmany  celled. w00 o |oEF
le operating theapp, It proached the police after she  for publishing or tranem i =t
ad ll‘lmi the app ﬁJ]J::]} started receiving f}:&atn and.  obscene nI{L:mI-l:] and 5
tioned using bo-  abusive messages uently,  120(0) of Kerala Police - * - ;
Rus phone and  “The complainant took asmall  causing nulsance to any GO‘JI Clea_'[l Chlt t{) A_len(:herry al[ned at .]ﬂ” Ciim ﬂf
bank account amount as a loan from an app  through anonymous call i

mimbers

named Small Credit Tara Ru-
e onJune 23 However; before
the monthly repayment date

emajl and ‘using othor
MESSOTIRETS.
According to the police, 1t s

community votes, alleges priests’ body

hist 1 -sheeter

.y 1
neared, the complainant start-  the seventh case against o111 (5, W EXten '3{1
e receiving messagesand ealls  Joan lenders registered a1 1o EXPHESS HEWS :n}ltf kel povernment glving clean chit  committees that have studied
asking for the payment. She  Kochi eyber police statjos this — RS T T Iajusta politleal ploy Thisgov:  the land deals cass have re-  EXfa: SERVICE msloch
agreed o make full repayment HI:I“"I'!'-'{"]', 0o arrest ool A SECTION af the -I]'I-d erament itsell has fonmd f1- ported that there were !m = r el = i
on the date. Despite the assur. made yot inanyof thecesss.  lalty In the E nancial irregularities in the larities in the deals. both THE e awarded fo a
ance, the complainant started . *“The operators use bogue 1o maily Archd) controversial land deals,” said  civil and canon laws. It ks be- &2 4 48 been extended
receiving abusive messages.  bilé phone numbers and bank out against the sinte govern-  Fr Jose Vailikodath of the cause of the wviolationof the froo thi 1o one year af
Some of her relatives also  accounts. They are miostly  ment reportadly Athirupatha Samrakshana canon law that he wis removed  tor | rested for the sec:
recelved these abusive based in North Indian sis i davit - bafare 4 Samithy, an organisation of from the administrative affalrs o000 o the Kernls Anti-
messages,” a police officer  These apps are not affiiicied  Court - giving o priests belonging to the arch- by the Vatican,” said Fr  soc) ttes (Provention)
said. with any banks or operai o Carelinal Mar Alencher:  diocese, In a statoment. '-gllilmd.lh. Act . The government
The complainant appreached  per the norms of the oo ty in the controversial land  The Samithy also alleged Meanwhile, AlmayaMunnet:  has 1w extenston of the
the police-after she was threat-  Bankof Indla. Thelr mod . o deal row. The priests have that the Pinarayi government tam; the organisation of the  pri: f alkn Pokan
dirandi {510 give s smallary o0 termaod the state t's i give only such an affidavit ity of thi archidlocess, sald A dentof Kottuvalll
i Cmon it Sl S Blait G cpiaradakt ol as a loan and reclaim morc  movea “politieaj ] on behalf of the Cardinal as  the efforts to "whitewash™ the ink WL
@ access all contents on mobite phones. than doubla the amount lon: by their political existence de- Cardinal will not work no A Imvolved In three
Uisizally, they actess pictures to threaten means of threat and haroo.  atthe commup On community votes.  matter how hard the Church  case and was put in jail
borrowers — & polce offel ment,” a police official s affidavit submi “All the commlssions and  and the state government ry,  for: 5 under KAAPA in
ik bt year. He ap-
- = pr EAAPA Advisory
EXPRESS READDD OBITUARY Cor n4 the High Court
| seeking wcancellation of the or

fle-useplastic’ | Eloor native drowns | Migrant labourers get mohile health rlinte | Membkatdieeo—._1_~ |  KalvanlKaminakaran



THE TIMES OF INDIA, ERMAKULAM / KOCH!

THURSODAY, JULY 14, 2022

Seven ofgang
nabbed for bar -
worker’s killing
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Raraj and Byju's friend Anan.-
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The brawl was reportediya 25000 as court  expenses,
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the bills. The gang members

1ad reportedly committed the
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i The government has issued
i an order to recover Rs 15
i lakh and an additional Rs

lice, for harassing an eight-
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in public,
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Vatican asgtﬁgs Oilr& %ngn@{gég?stzé% down

Action against Archbishop Kariyil as Mass row in Syro-Malabar Church takes a new turn

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT : Church in A last year to
KOCHI
gll:-e oW in the Syro-Malabar Lﬂﬂu“n; ?ﬂéh Eaﬁicﬁ
Malslsrcis c:l‘;%rm?gde h‘::{akthe iform way involves the cele-
Sy i Val:ic:E brant (priest) facing the
ask%n% Archbishop Antony ;10: ﬁﬁ:}}? m;t pr;u'tE 3}
Kﬂl_'f.'lr"l to step down as apos- the Mass and then complet-
tolic administrator of the ing the Mass turning towards
archdiocese of the altar.
Ernakulam-Angamaly.

The community of priests “With the majority’
in the archdiocese held a Church sources said Arch-
protest meeting here on bishop Kariyil had been per-

Monday against the decision
to ask Archbishop Kariyil to
step down. Around 200
priests participated in the
meeting.

‘Archbishop victimised’ Father Kuriakose Mundadan Riju Kanjookkaran of the Archdiocese for Cardinal Ge- the priest facing the congre-
A senior priest, who partici- said Cardinal George Alen- Almaya Munnettam, an or- orge Alencherry, Major Arch-  gation  throughout  the
pated in the meeting, said cherry should step down ganisation representing lay = bishop and head of the Syro- ~ ceremonies.

the decision to ask Archbish-  and claimed that Archbishop ~ people, said the decision Malabar Church, would not Cardinal George Alencher-
op Kariyil to step down was  Kariyil had stood with the against the Archbishop waaﬁ tolerated. 1y has consistently support-
not right, an opinion, he - faithful and the priests at a notright and not acceptable. ~ The row is centred on a  ed a uniform celebration of
said, shared by the majority  time of crisis and he was be-  Healsosaid “suppression” of  decision by the Synod of the Mass as per the synodal
of the priests and the laity. ing ousted for this “offence”. ~ the Ernakulam-Angamaly  bishops of the Syro-Malabar  decision.

YED

decision to ask Archbishop Antony Kariyil to step down as apostolic administrator. =s.x. niTsin

3 ot ; @B

ceived as supporting the
view of the majority of the
priests and the faithful, espe-
cially in the Ernakulam-An-
gamaly Archdiocese, for a
celebration of the Mass with
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Uniform Holy Mass row escalates.
Vatican asks Kariyil to s

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@Kochi

THE CONTROVERSY over im-

plementing uniform Holy Mass
in the Syro-Malabar Church
has taken a serious turn with
the Vatican reportedly asking
Metropolitan Vicar of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
Mar Antony Kariyil to step
down from the post.

Priests of the archdiocese,
led by Mar Kariyil, have been
opposing the uniform Holy
Mass, defying the diktat by Car-
dinal Mar George Alencherry,
the head of Syro-Malabar
Church in Kerala.

According to sources, Kariyil
was called by Apostolic Nuncio
Archbishop Leopoldo Girelli —
the Vatican'’s representative in
India — last week to New Delhi
and asked to resign. Though
Kariyil has not disclosed the
discussions that took place in
the meeting, priests backing
the metropolitan vicar accused

B

e k)
Mar Antony Kariyil

Apostolic Nunclo to
reach Kochl today

It Is learnt that Apostolic Nuncio

. Archbishop Leopoldo Girelll will

arrlve In Kochi on Tuesday to
meet Mar Antony Karlyll

the Cardinal’s supporters of
publicising through social me-
dia that “the Vatican has sought
his urgent resignation”.

An official of the Syro-Mala-
bar Church, however, told TNIE
that they have not yet received
any official communication in
this regard.

Meanwhile, a section of
priests of the archdiocese who
oppose the uniform Holy Mass

tep down?

held a protest meeting at arch-
diocese headquarters in Kochi
on Monday. “Any move to rein-
state Cardinal Alencherry as
the archbishop of Ernakulam
will be opposed strongly,” said
a resolution released by the
group of priests.

Fr Jose Vailikodath, PRO of
Athirupatha Samrakshana
Samithi, a body of priests of
the archdiocese, said: “Mar Ka-
riyil visited the Nuncio last
week but even after multiple re-
quests, the metropolitan vicar
has not disclosed the Vatican’s
communication.”

Amid the controversy, both
Mar Alencherry and Mar Kari-
yil attended the funeral servic-
es of Fr George Nereveetil,
vicar of St George Church, Ku-
davechoor, held at St George
Forane Church in Edappally on
Monday. It is learnt that both
the Cardinal and Mar Kariyil
did not meet each other as the
latter left early. o More on P4
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Don’t force Kariyil’s

resignation,

CONTINUED FROM P3

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi_

THE resolution by the oppos-
ing group stated that they op-
pose the Vatican emissary
forcefully demanding the res-
ignation of the metropolitan
vicar.

“The Archeparchy showed
tremendous unity, Christian
witness and progress during
the tenure of Mar Kariyil com-
pared to the past many years.
He is a true pastor who knows
the hearts and minds of his
flock,” said the resolution.

“We cannot accept any other
administrators or vicars of
the major archbishop to rule
over us at this moment, replac-

Say priests

ing Mar Antony Kariyil.
Hence, we request the Holy
See to be synodal in the ap-
proach to the priests and laity
of the archdiocese and find a
solution to the present im-
passe through fraternal dia-
logue in the Catholic spirit,
and desist from demanding
the forced resignation of Arch-
bishop Mar Antony Kariyil
from his office,” said the
resolution.

The Archeparchy showed
@ tremendous unity,
Christian witness and
progress during the
tenure of Mar Kariyil
compared to the past

many years

Resolution by priests
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move to remove Mar Kariyil

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: The infighting within
the Syro Malabar Church
— — (SMC)further
Sunday after
reports surfa-
ced that the
: o1 Metrﬂ'pﬂlltﬂn
= i Vicar of the
Er -Angamaly arch-
diocese, Mar Antony Kariy-
il has been reportedly asked
by the Vatican to step down
from his post.

SYRO MALABAR CHURCH

Even though there has be-
enno official confirmationon
the move from the archdioce-
se .or the Syro Malabar
Church, well-placed sources
with the archdiocese said
thatthe Vatican emissary has
conveyed this to Mar Kariyil
during his latest Delhi visit
and there would be a decision
on the matter in a visit of the
apostolic nuncio Leopoldo
Girelli to the archdiocese,
planned in the coming days.

The majority of priests of
the archdiocese who are re-
belling against the major
archbishop of the SMC Cardi-
nal George Alencherry, gat-

hered at the archbishop’s ho-

escalated on

The Syro Malabar
Church has denied
receiving any formal
letter from the Vatican

use in Ernakulam on Monday
and passed a resolution on
the mattenr :

“We oppose the Vatican
emissary forcefully deman-
ding the resignation of Arch-
bishop Mar Antony Kariyil,
the Metropolitan Vicar...Hels
a prelate fully committed to
Jesus, the Word of God, and
the Roman Pontiff. He never
violates any canon or civil
laws. Any attempt tojeopardi-
ze his bishopric will prove
detrimental to Catholic com-
munion and harmony” the
resolution passed on Monday
said.

The priests, however, clai-
med that archbishop Kariyil
wasunwilling toshare the ex-
act nature of the Vatican mo-
ve with them. “Even though
Mar Kariyil hesitates to di-
vulge anything about the la-
testmove by the Vatican Nun-
ciature even after multiplere-
quests, it is highly publicized
by some groups favouring
Cardinal George Alencherry
that the Vatican has deman-
ded Mar Kariyil’s urgent re-

signation or else he would be
removed from the office. This
move, if ever itistrue,istotal-
ly unjust, inhuman, unchris-
tian, and illegal,” the resolu-
tion said.

Theresolution wassigned
by nearly 200 priests, inclu-
ding Fr Kuriakose Munda-
dan (secretary presbyteral
council) and Fr Jose Vailiko-
dath (PRO-archdiocesan pro-

i

tectioncouncil).

‘The Church, however, has

denied receiving any formal
letter from the Vatican about
the same. “We are yet to recei-
ve any formal letter about the
saidaction and hence itisnot
right to comment on it now;”
said a source at St Thomas
Mount, the church headquar-
ters.

The archdiocese has been
in the eye of the storm due to
controversies over its denial
to accept the Church’s unifi-
ed mass and due to the land-
deal row.

In April, Pope Francishad
sent a letter to the archdioce-
se inviting the faithful to ad-
here to the decision of the
SMC synod concerning the
form of celebration of the ho-
ly mass, prior to Easter 2022.
Most parishes, however, con-
tinued to follow theirold style
of mass.
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—The Indian Express, 27/7/2022—
Archdiocese priests’ body
terms it ‘forced resignation’

CONTINUED FROM P1

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochl =~ =

FR JOSE Vallikodath, PRO of Athirupatha Samrakshana
Samithi, a body of priests of the archdiocese, said Arch-
bishop Kariyil is not yet 74, which is considered the age of
retirement. “Hence, what’s happening is a forced resigna-
tion,” he said. Sources said when the archbishop was
called to Delhi, it was said that he was asked to step down.
“But he didn’t comply and returned,” said another source.
On Tuesday, the apostolic nuncio came down personally.
“A]l these point towards the Vatican’s stand,” said the
S source. _
According to the priests who were in-
volved in the revolt against the imple-
mentation of the uniform Holy Mass,
= 1, they would come out with a statement
"B} "F only after the decision is officially an-
— nounced. The Ernakulam-Angamaly
archbishop had been leading a revolt of priests in the arch-
diocese against Cardinal George Alencherry for the past
one year. On Monday, around 200 priests, who back Mar
Kariyil, had gathered at the Bishop’s House in Kochi to
pledge their solidarity to the archdiocese. The priests
passed a resolution saying they would not accept Kariyil’s
removal as the head of the archdiocese. The resolution
demanded the resignation of Cardinal Alencherry, who
has been embroiled in the controversy over the sale of
property belonging to the Church.

—_————

—
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IN a first, Archbishop Mar
Antony Kariyil came out
Wwith an open letter on
Wednesday explain ing the
circumstances leading to
his resignation from the
post of Metropolitan Vicar
of the Ernakulam-Angama-
ly Archdiocese.

The letter stated
that during his
meeting with the
Apostolic Nuncio in
Delhi on July 19, he
was asked to resign
and move to a CMI
ashram outside the

e,

He added that

the whole issue has taken a
toll on his health, both phys-
ically and mentally and that
he still has no complaints.

~ “The Nuncio asked me to
submit the resignation let-
ter within 24 hours. Since it
was an important decision
for both the archdiocese and
me, I sought a week’s time to
respond. But it was rejected.
The Nuncio told me that if I
would not resign, then the

L

¥ EXPRISS

Asked to move to CM]
ashram after resigning,
says Mar Kariyil

archdiocese. plement the synod-
The six-page- al decisions.
long letter by Kari- “I know that his-
yil said that it was s tory would not be
the Pope’sdecision. . s:o o At ¢ Kkind tome for aban-
The letter under- paimEN C8S  doning the commu-
signed by Mar Ka-  apandoningthe  1ity of faithful who
rivil was written community of were en;rusted t_o
under the designa- faithful who me at a time of cri-
tion ‘Vicar Emeri- wereentrustedto sis. However, my
tus of the meatatimeof  thoughtthatif Ido
Archeparchy of crisis no resign, it would
Ernakulam- Mar Antony further weaken the

Angamaly’ 5 Karlylt

KOC)

—

procedure to oust me would
begin. Since, the letter
which demanded my resig-
nation had not cited any rea-
sons, I returned after hand-
ing over a letter urging the
Pope to let me know the rea-
son for taking this decision,”
Mar Kariyil’s letter says.
He says in the letter that
the Nuncio later arrived at
the bishops’ house in Er-
_hakulam on July 26
. and demanded his
' resignation,
i He further added
in the letter that he
could have ensured
his position by issu-
ing an order to im-

archdiocese due to
further actions led '
me to become willing for
resignation,” said the :
letter. i

Kariyil explains that
when his resignation hap-
pened, a decision was await-
ed from Rome on both issues
concerning the archdiocese,
the restitution of losses in-
curred by the archdiocese
due to the land deals and the
unification of the style of
holy mass.
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‘Was asked to move to ashram outside archdiocese’

which stated thathe had toresign  son to take an appropriate deci-  ithful whowereentrustedtomeat '
and move to a CMI Ashram outsi- sion,” hewrote. ~ atimeof crisis. My thought thatif :
de the archdiocese. The letter also Inhisletter; hesaid thenuncio I did not resign it might further :
stated that it was the Pope’s deci- laterarrivedat thebishops'house = weaken the archdiocese —due to :

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Archbishop Antony Kari-
yil wrote an open letter on Wed-

=
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Priests firm on

stand against
uniform Mass

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

IN the presbyteral council meet of the
Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese
held on Thursday, the priests stood
firm on their decision against imple-
menting the uniform Holy Mass in
churches. They also questioned the
removal of Mar Kariyil and the non-
implementation of the restitution
recommended by the Vatican on con-
troversial land deals.

Around 360 priests took part in the
presbyterium called by Mar Andrews
Thazhath, the new apostolic adminis-
trator of the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese. The meeting was held at
the St Mary’s Cathedral Basilica Hall
in Kochi.

“We took a clear stand that we will
conduct the Mass only in the existing
format of facing the faithful. The
priests sought to implement the resti-

tution recommended by
the Vatican in the
controversial land
deals involving the
archdiocese. The
priests also de-
manded to know the
reason for ousting
Mar Kariyil without cit-
ing proper reasons,” said Jose Vai-
likodath, the spokesperson for the
Athirupatha Samrakshana Samithi,
a body of priests of the archdiocese,
in a statement.

Samithi statement also said that
forcing Mar Kariyil to resign without
issuing a show-cause notice as per the
Canon Law was not even Christian,
the move even affecting the image of
Pope Francis. During the meeting,
Mar Thazhath said he would notify the
seniors regarding the decision of the
priests on the uniform Holy Mass,
while clarifying that the decision re-
garding the case of Mar Kariyil was
taken from Rome. ,

Mar Thazhath’s directive towards
the appointment of an auxiliary bish-
op was unanimously rejected by the
priests, the Samithi statement said.
“First, let’s sort out the issues of the

~archdiocese and then we can decide on

other matters,” said Fr Jose. |

[
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Priegtsj meet rejects apostolic
administrator’s proposals

.'h
They reiterate
stand on Mass
celebration

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A meeting of priests of the

archdiocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly here on Thursday
under the aegis of Athiroo-
patha Samrakshana Samiti
(forum for the protection of
the archdiocese) has reject-
ed the proposals of Arch-

bishop Mar Andrews Thaz-

hath, who was' recently
appointed as the apostolic
administrator of the arch-
diocese. Senior priest and
member of the Samiti Father
Jose Vailikodath said that the

priests had expressed their .

resolve to continue with 1T'he
fully. congregation-facing
Mass celebration.

The priests demanded
that the restitution recom-
mended by the Vatican in

connection with the contro-
versial land deals in the
archdiocese should be im-
plemented. The priests also
alleged that the former apos-
tolic administrator of the
archdiocese Archbishop An-
tony Kariyil was asked to
step down without even be- :
ing served a show-cause not- :
ice. The action is “un Chris-- :
tian” and did not follow the
Canon Law.

Archbishop Kariyil had
requested the Synod of Bish-
ops to,appoint an auxiliary
bishop for the archdiocese.
That request had not been -
heard so far. However, there
appears to be a hurry now in
appointing an auxiliary bish-
op. This indicates “vested in-
terests”, the priests alleged.

"Laity forum Almaya Mun-

nettam has commended the
priests for apprising bishop
Thazhathil of the stance of
the archdiocese on the issue
of celebration of Mass.
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new Holy Mass format

TiMES NEws NETWORK

: Kochi: A meeting of the pres-
: -byterium, the college of pri-
ests of the Ernakulam Anga-
maly archdio-
* cese, ealled by
the new- apos-
tolic admini-
strator Mar
Andrews
Thazhath
was held at the St Mary’s Cat-
hedral Basilica Hall in Erna-
kulam on Thursday. As many
as 360 priests of the archdio-
cese took part in the meeting.
In a statement, Fr Jose Va-
ilikodath, PRO of an indepen- .
dent group of priests in the
archdiocese, said the priests
took a clear stand that they -
will only conduct Holy Mass
facing people, theexistingfor-
*mat in the archdiocese. - -
He said that the priests de-
manded to know the reason.

for forblddmg Mar Antony
Kariyil from staying in the
archdiocese. Priests also de-
manded immediate imple-
mentation of restitution of
losses that the archdiocese in-
curred in the controversial
land deals, as recommended
by the Vatican.

Priests said, in the state—
ment, that it was not even
Christian to force Mar Kariy-
il to resign without issuing a
show cause notice as per the
Canonical procedures first.
The statement said that the
move even affected the image
of PopeFrancis. .

Priests 'said Mar Thaz-

“hath suggested that they na-

me an auxiliary bishop, but
they rejected it. They were of
the opinion that the admini-

strator should first resolve °
‘theexisting issues atthearch-

diocese, the statement said.
Priestssaid that Mar Kari-

yil had requested the synod
for an auxiliary bishop multi-
ple times, but it was not enter-
tained. They added that there  :
would be vested interests for  :
now wanting to appomt an i
auxiliary bishop. :

Under the current cir-; :
cumstances, the priests also
didn’t celebrate the silver- :
gold jubilees of priests at the :

‘meeting, as earlier planned.

The statement said that :
Mar Thazhath agreed to inti- ; :
mate the higher authorities :.
about the feelings expressed - i
by the priests. Priests pointed = :
out:that the administratorsa- @
id $hat Mar Kariyil's resigna- - :
tion was Rome’sdecision.. . i

Laity and priests called 3
for a mass gatheringof thefa- ¢
ithful at Kaloor stadium on :
Sunday in the backdrop of re-
cent developments. Organi-
sers said that thousands of
would attend thegathering.
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Situation In Ernakulam Angam

i Hochi: The feud between Syro
: Malabar Church’s official lea-
i dership and majority of priests
: and laity in the Ernakulam An-
¢ gamaly archdiocese has further
: escalated as priests and laity an-
: nounced a mass gathering near
i Kaloor Stadium as a show of
i strength on Sunday

CHURCH DISPUTE

sers are expecting thousands of
i laymen apart from priests and

nuns at the gathering. The move
is in the backdrop of former Met-

il T
Pl
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Sunday's mass gathering will also
see protests against Mar Andrews
Thazhath's appointment

ropolitan Vicar Mar Antony Ka-
riyil's forced resignation and
Thrissur  archbishop Mar An-
drews Thazhath's appointment
as apostolic administrator. Pri-
ests and laity had been resisting
unification of the Holy Mass sty-

“Times otiiss S/ 22
Priests, laity set to hold m

ass gathering

aly Archdiocese Very Volatile: Event’s Convenor

lein the Church when the aposto-
lic&dmhish'ahrwasappuinted.

Laity activists said the event
would primarilybea gatheringof
priests and laity who stand for
Mass verstis populum, the Mass
style in which the celebrant faces
people. It will also see protests
against Mar Kariyil's forceful re-
signation. and ‘against the cur-
rentapostolic administrator:

"It will also be 5 protest aga-
inst the apostolic administrator
sent by the Vatican, Most of us in
this archdiocese believe that the
mastermind behind the efforts to
disintegrate . this archdiocese
Wwas bishop Thazhath, " said Shy-
ju Antony, the event's program-

e convenor, at a news conferen-

ce in Kochi. He said the situation
in the archdiocese is very volati-
le. "Mar Kariyil's open letter abo-
ut the situation has sparked in-
tense emotions the faith-
fulin the archdiocess,” he added.

The news conference was at-
tended by archdiocese pastoral
council secretary PP Jorard and
Kerala Catholic Youth Movement
archdiocesan unit president Tijo
Padayattil. Jerard said the gathe-
ring’s primary aim would be con-
tinuation of Mass facing the peo-
ple, which is going on in the arch-
diocese for 60 years. "No matter
which administrator comes, no
matter what kind of circularsare
issued, priests and laity of this
archdiocese would be here to pro-

................................

tect Mass facing the people,” he
said, adding that their demand
was to at least recogmise this
Mass styleas a liturgical variant.

He said another major de-
mand was implementation of
restitution of losses incurred by
the archdiocese in the controver-
sial land deals. “Mar Kariyil was
forced to resign. This was part of
a drama staged by the nuncio,
Oriental congregation and Syro
Malabar synod.., He was forced
to stay outside the archdiocese’s
limits... This was an unpreceden-
ted move, and we need to know
who is behind this,” said Jerard,

Activists said they have no fie-
ar of repercussions and will go
ahead with the protests.

.................................................
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PROTESTING against the re-
cent developments in the
Ernakulam-Angamaly

representing priests |
and laity will organ-
ise a mass gathering
on the Nehru Stadium
premises at Kaloor on
Sunday. Thousands of laymen,
apart from the priests and
nuns of the archdiocese, are
expected to be attended the
mass gathering named ‘Vish-
wasa Samrakshana Mahasan-
gamam’, the laity representa-

141l

Laity & p

Archdiocese, the body iy

rieststoo
mass gathering on Sunday

tives told reporters at the
Renewal Centre, Kaloor, on
Friday.
The development comes
in the backdrop of the
forced resignation of
Mar Antony Kariyil,
the former Metropoli-
tan Vicar of the
archdiocese.
“We stand firm on the
decision of not implementing

‘the uniform Holy Mass. Also,

we demand the apostolic ad-
ministrator to implement the
restitution recommended by
the Vatican at the earliest,”
said Shyju Antony, programme

%%Uf"f §D§E§558‘/ 8171175151{1 Riji.

rganise

convenor. He said an open let-
ter about the situation by Mar
Kariyil, who is staying at an
ashram in Chalakudy, has
sparked intense emotions
among the faithful.

“On Sunday, we will be or-
ganising the protest against
the apostolic administrator
who was sent here by the Vati-
can,” he said.

The archdiocese’s pastoral
council secretary, P P Jerard,
said; “Our demand is to recog-
nise the mass facing people as
a liturgical variant. We will
fight for it. We don’t fear the
repercussions.”
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| Thousands take part in

TiMes NEws NETWORK

march, public gathermg

ousands of faithful in
Ernakulam Angamaly
archdiocese of Syro Ma-

labar Church on Sunday took
out a march and participated
inapublicgathering in Kaloor,
+Kochi in support of their va-

FEUD IN CHURCH

rious demands The church
had on Saturday warned that
the Vatican viewed the gathe-
ring as 'grave indiscipline'.
The unification of holy
mass, the forced resignation
of former metropolitan vi-
car Mar Antony Kariyil and
the pending restitution of
losses in land deals are the
main contentious points.
Over 50,000 members of vario-

Pr:ests at the pubhc gathermg in
Kochion Sunday

us parishes — including pri-
ests, nuns and representatives
— attended the event, the orga-
nisers said. Those who partici-
pated in the rally were holding
placards in support of Mar Ka-
riyil. The mass gathering pas-
sed a resolution saying the for-
ced resignation of Mar Kariyil
was a grave injustice. P3
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Protesting priests and laity
put up show of strength

Recognize Mass Facmg People As A thurglcal Variant, They Demand

TiMes News Network

Kochi: The feud in the S
Malabar Church betweenirll;g
Church leadership and the
priests and laity of the Er-
nakulam Angamaly archdio-
ceseover how themass is con-
ducted spilled on to the
sireets on Sunday as thou-
sands of faithful from vari-
ous parishes of the archdio-
cese took out a march and
held a public gathering at Ka-
loor in Kochi.

Organizers said that over
50,000 members of various
parishes, most priests of the
archdiocese, nuns and repre-
sentatives from other dioces-
es attended the event at the
Kaloor Jawaharlal Nehru In-
ternational stadium.

ROW OVER MASS
CELEBRATION

The main reasons which
triggered the protest were the
call to implement the uni-
form mass, the forced resig-
nation of Mar Antony Kariy-

il, the former metropnlltan

c!use to 50, 000 memhers uf various pa.nshes. and most priesis ufthe

Ernakulam Angamaly archdiocese attended the event in Kochi on Sunday

vicar of the archdiocese who
supported the priests in op-
posing the uniform mass and
the issue over the restitution
of the losses incurred by the
archdiocese in the controver-
sialland deals.

Those who participated in
the rally were holding plac-
ards hailing Mar Kariyil. In
what seems to be an attempt
to gather the attention of the
Vatican, many placards were

written in Italian. One plac-

ard said, “Richiediamo gius-
tizia e transparenza’ (loosely
translated as “we demand
justice and transparency”)
while another said that “Mar
ivil E' IL Nostro Buon
Pastore” (“Mar Kariyil is our
good shepherd”).
_Addressing the gather-
ing, monsignor Varghese
Njaliyath declared that the
priests in the archdiocese
will only conduct the mass

facing th_e people, as against

the uniform format in which g
a priest celebrates the mass
facing the altar. He also said
five enquiry committee re-
ports had found some
“faults” with the sale of the
archdiocese’sland.

“It has been three years
since Rome said that this mis-
take needs to be corrected.
The bishop synod did not exe-
cute it. Restitution of losses
hasnot taken place inthe past
three years and this gather-
ing declares that whoever
sold our property and took
the money, needs to return
it,” said Njaliyath. He added
that four bishops who hailed
from the archdiocese were
moved out of the archdioces-
e'sleadership in three years.

The gathering passed a
resolution which said that a
grave injustice has been done

‘by forcing Mar Kariyil to re-

sign. An oath was adminis-
tered to the faithful which
said that they will continue
their fight until the mass fac-
ing the people is recognized
as a liturgical variant of the
SyroMalabar Church.
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AROUND 50,000 parishioners
took part in the ‘Viswasa Sam-
rakshana Maha Sangamam’
organised by the laity and
priests of the Ernakulam-An-
gamaly archdiocese on Sunday.
The parishioners took out a
rally around the Kaloor stadi-
um, lasting nearly two hours.
«Parishioners from around
320 parishes assembled. Nuns,
priests and representatives of
various dioceses took part,”

Indian Express,
Thousands attend arcmiocese

the organisers sai_d-.-__\.-' i
The protest followed recent
developments in the archdio-

————— -———— mme— e —
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Ernakulam-
Angamaly
archdiocese
parishioners
take partin
the ‘Maha
Viswasa
Sangamam’
at Kaloor
stadium|
A SANESH

cese including the resignation
~ of Metropolitan Vicar Mar An-
'tony'_Kariyil.and- the appoint-l

protection rally’

ment of the new apostolic
administrator.

The faithful held up placards
extending support to Mar Ka-
riyil and against the unifica-
tion of the Holy Mass.

“Priests in the archdiocese
will conduct mass facing the
people. Five enquiry commit-
tee reports arrived at the same
conclusion that there were
faults in the sale of the arch-
diocese lands,” said Monsignor
Varghese Njaliyath during his
presidential address.

B 0 = |



Ventmgﬂw ire: Thousands of people from across the State converged at the Jawaharlal s
Nehru International Stadium in Kochi on Sunday to participate in a mega convention of )
members of the Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese of the Syro-Malabar Church. The meet was
held to protest against Archbishop Antony Kariyil being “forced" to resign and the Synod

: 1mp05|ng the order of WDI’ShIp.II‘I chu,rches. * THULAS| KAKKAT {SEE ALSO PAGE 4)
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Church meet calls

for transparency
Over 50,000 faithful, pﬁests attend

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

Over 50,000 faithful and
priests from 320 parishes of
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church turned up at
the Jawaharlal Nehru Inter-
national Stadium here on
Sunday to attend a conven-
tion that sought transparen-
cy and accountability in the
functioning of the archdio-
cese.

The faithful registered
protest at Archbishop Anto-
ny Kariyil being “forced” to
resign and the synod “im-
posing” the order of wor-
ship in churches under the
archdiocese. The other de-
mands included steps to re-
coup through restitution the
huge sums of money that
the archdiocese allegedly
lost through a controversial
land deal, and giving due
. prominence to the opinions
. of Church members and

_'grganisaﬂt}ns;
: n aTesolution passed at the
~ convention, the faithful
R Y

termed the archdiocese
their ‘mother’. Any attempt
to impose alien concepts
and repressive measures
would be fought tooth and

nail. They reiterated their :

demand for transparency
and their commitment to
opposing at any cost at-
tempts [by the synod] to de-
rail the order of worship

" wherein the priest faced the

congregation, that had been
followed for the past many
decades.

Pursue cases

Another demand is that the
apostolic administrator con-
tinue pursuing the cases
filed by the archdiocese be-

. fore the supreme tribunal of

the Vatican during the time
of Archbishop Kariyil, and
the inclusion of priests who
have sound knowledge of
canon laws to pursue the
case.

The resolution warned
that the faithful would not
cooperate with the archdio-
cese if they were kept away
from daily administrative
matters.

i,
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Then 1 saw anather angel come
mmmwmwwum”‘
—Revelation 7:2

: debate is raging among Syro Malabar Catho-
/ lics on how to worship. The discussion has

‘/ often led toaltercations and even street fights.
The question which triggered the rare crisis

in the Churchﬁiéhﬂ:nam a Christian
themc ve going early canturies of

Era, was whether to celebrate

The debate achi

ves significance as the
‘bishops’ Symod of Church managed to imple-
ment a new way of conducting Mass, the
Uniform Mode, in 34 of the 35 dioceses in the
Church. The synodal deei.

sion has the backing of
the Vatican

would face the faithful in the church during

the introductory part, during the Liturgy of
the Word and during the conclusion part.
During the Anaphora (the Liturgy of the
‘Eucharist) the celebrant would face the altar

* A significant number of priests, espe-
cially from the Ernakulam-Angamaly
archeparchy, and laity have openly opposed
the decision of the synod that would change
the way they had been worshipping for de-
cades. Thrissurand Irinfadakuda dioceses too
witnessed protests and all these regions had
been Versus Populum at least firom
tha late 1960s. At the same time, dioceses
which practiced Ad Orjentem all along have
formally agreed to switch to the hybrid mass

FrJuaej;hlmhlhjm 1. authorof Hizhakinu
Abhimukhamo, Janaabhimukame? (Ad Ori-
entem or Versus Populum)’ says that apart
mmwmwﬁﬁeix
matter, the unity at the ‘Londs’ 7 :
purmirnrthnﬁmmhbur(:hmﬂt’lm
serving as a priest at a church in Kozhikode.
‘Earlier, if 1 celebrata the mass here in the

ALTAR
EGO

At the heart of the

- ‘Uniform Mass’ debate

in the Syro Malabar
Churchis what
worshippers want - the
sacraments in all their
mystery OR communion
with the God in our
midst? Truth is, they
are not mutually
) exclusive

together ‘toward the Elid.m%'f:mmam
per u'“ﬂ_ II“WWMWWM
wiote: Uuihnt we really to be rearranging
everything all over again? Nothing

hnmmm}ulirurg:umw i

acthvism,

even if it soems to be
o . for the sake of geruine
Kuriakosa the presbyteral
council socretary of Angamaly

disciples: where two or three are gathered in
his name, he will be in the midst of them.
Versus Populum has this Christological vi-
- slon,” says Fr Mundadan. He adds that there
:'ﬁmﬂmbd‘mwm

A&mcm,mmmmm“

singing and dancing even as the consecration

wordings are in Latin rite. Even in Northern
Indlia, you'll see cultural elements
i the Latin church mass," he said,
Mundadan says that an Old
*y -based mass makes”

something, and it is not

# even properly shown to
the worshipper, every-
thing is secret, The Sec-
ond Vatican Couneil
says you are not going to
the church to see something but to
participate in the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.
That participatory element becomes most
beautiful in Versus Populum,” says Mun-
dadan. He reiterates the 50:50 formula is a

anyong o

I change it. We had no issus conducting

mass in Ad Orientern whern we went to
we insist that we
and

conduct Versus Populum at Er-
nakulam Angamaly” says Fr
/The laity and priests of
had
aven organised § mega
meet at Kochi to volce
theirconcern
and thousands of
faithiful from vark-
ous parishes of
the archepar
chy took
part in the
rally bear-
ing plac
ards even
! 47 in Italian to gain the
edented clericalization came on the attention of the Vatican. Their
scene, Wow the priest - the “presider”, main demand now is declaring
as they now prefer to call him - becomes the lum as a Litargical Variant so that the prac-
real point of reference for the whole liturgy tioa can be continued at least
Everything depends on him. We have to see With the priests and Inity strongly resist
him, to respand to him, to be involved in what ing the unification at
e i doing .. Less and Jess |= God in the pic- it is now up to the Pope-apy
fure. More and more important is what is - Administrator Archbishop Mar
done by human beings. .. The commen twrn- - Thazhath.to resolve the crisis. He has also
ing towards the east was not a ‘celebration  been asked to keep the Vatican dicastery
toward the wall'; it did not mean that the  regulary rough the apostolic
priest ‘had his back to the people’; the priest nuriclature, about the measures he takes in
himself was not regarded as so important,  the archdiocesa The thirtieth synod of the
Forjustas thecongregation inthesynagogue . Chuurch which concluded on Thursday t0o
Jocked together toward Jerusalem, sointhe  hasoffered full support to Mar Thazhath.
STt Lo IR IRy, T e a1 TR z...m

tors. “The priest is doing

L
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The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Members of the Archdioce-
san Movement for Tran-
sparency (AMT) burnt a co-

py of the circular issued on

Friday by Mar Andrews
Thazhath, the Apostolic
Administrator of the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Arch-
diocese, in front of the
Bishop’s House in Ernaku-
lam on Saturday to register
their protest.

The circular had re-
minded priests and laity of
the archdiocese of commu-
nication sent by the Pope
on the need to adhere to
the unified mode of wor-
ship at all parishes under
the Syro-Malabar Church.

The AMT, a combine of

Archbishop’s circular burnt

Members of the Almaya Munnettam burning a circular in front of
Bishop's House in Kochi on Saturday. THULASI KAKKAT

priests and lay people, had
said that representatives of
parish councils would
meet at the Pastoral Orien-
tation Centre here on Sun-
day to discuss the develop-
ments. “It appears that our
views have not been con-

veyed properly to the Vati-
can,” said AMT spokesper-
son Riju Kanjmkkaran on
Saturday.

‘The AMT said repre&en

tatives of various parishes
would dump the urcular in

a public garbage bin on

Sunday soon after a meet-
ing at the Renewal Centre
at Kaloor. It will be fol-
lowed by the burning of
the circular in all churches
on October 9.

Mr. Kan]unkaran said
lay people and a majority
of priests were opposed to
the implementation of the
uniform Mass r:el_@l:i,faﬁcm'.
He claimed that the letter
in which the Vatican had
stood for a uniform Mass
system was part of a perso-
nal letter received by Ardl
bishop Thazhath. The

‘meeting of lay P‘EUPJE on
Sunday will also discuss a

~ circular proposed by the

administrator of the arch-
diocese to be read out a;

parish chprt:hes on Octob-
er 9.. L )
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" circular of Mar Thazath

TiMeEs News NETWORK

Kochi: A group of laity acti-

: vists from the Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese on Sa-

turday burned acircularissu-

: ed by the Vatican-appointed
: apostolicadministrator ofthe

archdiocese, which directed
the implementation of the
uniform style of Holy Mass
prescribed by the Church’s
Synod. The copies of the cir-
culars were set ablaze in front
of the archbishop’s hDﬂEE in
Ernakulam.

HOLY MASS ROW

The apostolic administra-
tor Mar Andrews Thazhath
issued thecircularlateon Fri-
day with a direction to read it
out during the Sunday Mass
on October 9. The circular qu-
oted a recent letter from the
Vatican dicastery for Eastern
Churches and letters of Pope
Francis to the Syro Malabar
Church in July 2021 and the
archdiocese in March 2022 to
emphasize theneed for imple-
menting the uniform mass in
the archdiocese.

Besides the djrecunn to

conduct uniform Holy Mass,
the circular also directed thB
concerned parishes to file re-

e

Mar Thazhath ISSHEd a cm:ular on ﬂ'lE unt[urr.n style of Holy Masson
Friday with a direction to read it out during the Sunday Mass on Oct9

i
quests for temporary dispen-
sation if it was difficult to im-
mediately implement the uni-
form mass. This temporary
dispensation would be for
providing awareness about
the uniform mass. It also di-
rected to make arrangements
for bishops to conduct the Ho-
ly Mass in uniform style as
they had to follow the synodal
mass everywhere. Also, new-
ly ordained priests must con-
duct their first Holy Mass in
the uniform style, the circu-
larstated.

Athiroopatha Samaraks-

‘hana Samithi, an indepen-

dent organization of the pri-
estsof thearchdiocese, which

met on Friday announced

theyareignoring the circular,

which could create unrest in :
thearchdiocese. FrJose Vaili- :
kodath, the outfit’s PRO, had

said in a statement that they
will never acceptamass other
than the Versus Populum, the
mass facing the people, which
was being conducted in the
archdiocese.

Meanwhile, ~ Almaaya :

Munnettam, the group of lai-
ty activists that burnt the cir-

cular on Saturday, saidamee:
“ting of laity representatives |

from various parishes will be
held at the Kaloor Renewal
Centre on Sunday, and repre-
sentativeswouldlater deposit
copies of the circular in pub-

lic waste bins.
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Members defy
Archbishop, burn
circular copies

Venting ire: Members of a parish of the Emakulam-Angamaly

archdiocese burn copies of a circular by Archbishop Andrews
Thazhath on Sunday.

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI ‘

Parish members of the Sy-
ro-Malabar archdiocese of
Ernakulam-Angamaly de-
fied archdiocesan adminis-
trator Archbishop An-
drews Thazhath once
again on Sunday by either
throwing into dustbins or
publicly burning copies of
his circular imposing a un-
ified Mass system in the Sy-
ro-Malabar Church.

A communication from

Almaya Munnettam, a
combine of lay people in
- the archdiocese, which has
continuously defied the de-
mand by the synod of bish-

ops of the Syro-Malabar |

Church on the issue of un-
ified Mass system, congrat-
ulated the pansh members
for their action.

The circular issued by

the archbishop to be read
out during the Sunday

r

Mass on October 9, did not
have the backing of any ca-
nonical bodies, claimed Ri-
ju Kanjookkaran of the
Munnettam, which has
said the majority of the lai-
ty and priests wanted a ful-
ly congregation facing
Mass system in the arch-
diocese, which is the lar-
gest administrative unit in
the Syro-Malabar Church
with about 1.5 million
members.

Only at four of the plac-
es where Mass was cele-
brated on Sunday saw the
archbishop’s circular being
read out, Mr. Kanjookka
ran claimed.

Only at four of the plac-
es where Mass was cele-
brated on Sunday saw the
archbishop’s circular being

read out, Mr. Kanjookka-

ran claimed. :
There are 328 panshes
where Mass was celebrated

“on Sunday.
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Most parishes i ignore

Thazhath’s circular
Times News NW

Kochi: A circular iaa%ﬁf by
the metropolitan vicar ¢
Ernakulam-Angamaly ar
diocese Mar Andrews '

i hath, which ealls for the
lementation of the unijkm
mode of Hﬂly Mass, was not

read out during the Sunday  Laity members burn copies of Mar

: mass in most parishes. Thﬁ Andrews Thazhath's circular in
Vatican-appointed admini- front of churches on Sunday

: strator had issued the cireu-

: lar with a direction to thepri= mas
: ests to read it out during the He

: masson October9. %

UNIFORM MODE |
OF HOLY MASS
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: Laity activists, whuara_ ]
: posing the unification, said = pe
: thatoutof around 450 centres  ha
: where Sunday mass was held :

in the archdiocese, the circu-
: lar was read out in only four. ~ again ¥
: They also said the laity pro- anyot
: testedtheecircularbyburning &
: copies in front of churches
: and depositing them in waste - whi
: bins, eacl
: After issuing the circular ‘_
! last week, the Church also re- ~ lam 4
i leased a video of Mar Thaz. 1' |
i hath in which he called for ~.*‘ff'

: implementing the uniform
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The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

Members of the Ernaku-
‘lam-Angamaly Archdio-
cese of the Syro-Malabar
Church made a resolution
on Sunday during a token
siege of the Archbishop’s
house in the city that they
would support only fully
congregation-facing Mass.

The token protest was
held to make public the in-
tention of the group of
protesters to boycott arch-
diocesan  administrator
Archbishop Andrews Thaz-
hath for what they claimed

- OULLAL 5111 UDs.
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Protest held in front of
Archbishop’s house

from Almaya Munnettam,

was his failure to under-
stand the stand taken by
the members of the arch-
diocese on the uniform
Mass issue and to convey
the situation to Pope Fran-
cis, said a communication

a combine of lay people.

Riju Kanjukkaran of Al-

maya Munnettam said the
group wanted Archbishop
Thazhath to resign. Fully
congregation-facing Mass
should be declared a litur-
gical variant in the archdio-
cese, he said, adding that
the protest would be inten-
sified in the coming days.

AT
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Wednesday, October 19, 2022
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The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The community of priests
in the Ernakulam-Angama-
ly Archdiocese of the Syro-
Malabar Church = has

roundly condemned apos-

bishop Andrews Thazhath
for turning “our mother”,
the archdiocese, into “pol-
ice raj”.

The priests said until
their demands were met,
the statutory payments
from parishes would not
be made to the archdio-
cese, and that the archdio-
cesan administrator and

tolic administrator Arch-.

his supporters would not
be invited for any chu:ch
related ceremonies.

Father Jose Vaﬂlkodath,
senior priest and public re-
lations officer, said in a
statement here on Tuesday

that Pope Francis had said
that shepherds of the

Church should “stnell like
their sheep”. However, the
archdiocesan administra-
tor was “running away in
fear when he saw. his
sheep” and had sum-

moned the police for pro-

tection. The statement
from the community of
pnests also said that the
imposition of the {:hktat of

theSynod of Bishops of the
Syro-Malabar Church on
uniform Mass should have
been discussed in Canoni-
cal forums.

The demands raised by
the priests include permis-
sion to Archbishop Antony
Kariyil, former metropoli-
tan vicar, to live within the
archdiocesan boundaries;
recognition and approval
of fully congregation-fac-
ing Mass in-the archdiocese
as a liturgical variant; and
complete restitution for
losses suffered by the arch-
diocese in the 2017 land

_ deals as recommended by

the Vatican.

Priests condemn Archbishop Thazhath
for ‘turning archdiocese into police raj

' The priests have decid-
ed to boycott the archdio-
cesan administrator and
his acolytes. The priests”
council, comprising
around 250 persons, also
expressed the view that the
archdiocesan administra-

tor was unfit for his posi-

tion. The priests said they
would not participate in
any function at the arch-
diocesan house, which is
under police guard at
present.

The statement said 377
priests from 16 forane
churches had signed the
resolutions passed on
Tuesday.
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blockaded 1n protest
against unified Mass

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

‘Priests of the Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese of
the
began an indefinite block-
ade of the Archbishop’s
House in Kochi on Monday
demanding that efforts to
impose the unified Mass
system be abandoned.

The priests also said that
any attempt to impose the
system on the archdioce-
san minor seminary should
be rolled ha(‘k

Backmg of panshes
" The demand for abandon-
ing the Synodal decision on

unified Mass in the archdio-
cese and the blockade of

the Archbishop’s House in
support of the demands

have the backing of 320
archdiocesan panshes and

450 priests, claimed a

Syro-Malabar Church

statement here.
However, a majority of

‘parishioners and priests in

the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese are for a fully
people-facing Mass and
want the current form of
the Mass to be aﬂ:epted as
a liturgical variant in the
archdiocese. It has been al-
leged that the archdiocesan
authorities have written to
the vicar of the Basilic-
a Cathedral of the archdio-
cese, rector, and officials at
the minor seminary to fol-
low the Synodal decision
on the unified Mass system.
Those opposing the un-
ified Mass have demanded
that the letters be with-
- The priests have also de-
manded that the stand ta-
ken by a majority of parish-
ioners and priests be
properly conveyed to the
Vatican.
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Bishops’ panel to hold talks
with priests & laity today

Priests Intensify Protests For Regularlzmg Mass Facing The People

Times News NETwoRk

Kochi: With the unification
of the Holy Mass still to be
implemented in the Ernaku-
lam Angamaly archdiocese,
the permanent Synod of the
Syro Malabar Church on
Thursday formed a commit-
tee of bishops to discuss the
statusof theissue with the re-
presentatives of priests and
laity of the archdiocese.

UNIFICATION OF
HOLY MASS ROW

The discussion will take
place on Friday afternoon.
Archbishop Mar Mathew Mo-
olakatt, Archbishop Joseph
Pamplany and Bishop Jose
Chittooparambil, CMI, are
part of the committee, the
Church said in a statement.

The Syro Malabar Church
had envisaged the unification
of the Holy Mass across the
Church from November 28,
2021, the first day of the ongo-
ingliturgical calendar. A year
on, the archdiocesan priests
and laity are still firmly resis-

ting its implementation.
With thenextliturgical ca-

TOI

Pnests and Ialty have been canduct:ng an agltatlnn eethi Yagmam,
at Archbishop’s house in Ernakulam opposing the bids to implement
unified Holy Mass in the Ernakulam Angamaly archdiocese

lendar of the Syro Malabar
Church set to begin on Sun-
day, priests of the Ernakulam
Angamaly archdiocese had
intensified the protests for re-
gularising mass facing the pe-
ople (Versus Populum) as the
recognised form of Holy
Mass in the archdiocese.

The priests, who are con-
ducting ‘Neethi Yagnam’, a
prayer meetby campingat the
Ernakulam Archbishop’s ho-
use since Monday; have plan-
ned to gather at St Mary’s Cat-
hedral Basilica here on Fri-
day to conduct prayers, skip-

pingameal. Almostall priests
of the archdiocese are set to
attend thisgathering, sources
said.

Athiroopatha Samraks-
hana Samithi, an indepen-
dent organisation of priests,
declared agitation at the
Archbishop's house after Er-
nakulam Angamaly archdio-
cese apostolic administrator
Mar Andrews Thazhath re-
portedly sent a letter to the vi-
car of the Basilica, announ-
cingthat he will conduct Holy
Mass in the unified format on
November 27 (Sunday), here,

Priests soon demanded the E
withdrawalof theletter anda :
similar letter was sent to the :
rector of the Sacred Heart mi- :
nor seminary, directing imp- :
lementation of the unified :
mass. :
The agitation at the Arch- :
bishop'shousehasbeengoing
on day and night, and priests :
have announced that they :
will not back down until the :
mass facing the people, the !
style of mass in which the ce-
lebrantand thelaityfaceeach
other, isallowedasaliturgical
variant in the archdiocese. At
the same time, all other dioce-
ses of the Syro Malabar
church have already shifted
tothe new format.

Meanwhile, Syro Malabar
Church said in the statement
that a meeting of the perma-
nent Synod, held on Thurs-
day, assessed the current situ-
ation regarding the issue in
the archdiocese. The state-
ment said the Major Archbi-
shop of the Church has called
for special prayers in this
backdrop in the next three da-
ys ahead of the beginning of
the advent season, the first in
theliturgical year, on Sunday.
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Holy Mass row: Panel
meets priests, laity

Kochi: The bishops’ com- would be later presented be-
mittee appointed by Syro- fore Church synod," he said,
Malabar Church’s perma- He said the bishops have
nent synod met priests and finally shown willingnessto :
laity representatives of Er- - listen to their concerns and :
nakulam-Angamaly arch- it has opened a path for fur-
diocese on Friday to discuss thertalks.
unification of Holy Mass. Shaiju Antony, a laity
Sources said the discus- representative, said the del-
sions were a preliminary egation expressed three de-
move, and the matter islike- mands: continuation of Ho-
ly to be discussed in detail 1ly Mass facing people, rein-
during the next bishops’ statement of Archbishop
synod In January Four AntonyKariyilandimmedi- :
priestsandthreelaityrepre- ate restitution of losses in- :
sentatives took part in the curredbyarchdiocesedueto
meeting with the three- thecontroversiallanddeals.
member bishops’ commit-. Hesaidsincediscussions :
tee. have begun and an agree- :
Addressing the media menttoavoid further provo- :
later, archdiocese’s presby- cations was reached, they :
teral council secretary Fr hope the apostolic admmls-
Kuriakose Mundadansaida trator won't try to conduct :
decision can only be taken massintheunifiedformatat :
by the synod. "Bishops have Basilica Catl}ﬂdral as an-
promised that they will in- . nounced earlier: The stir at
form the permanent synod Archbishop’s house seeking
about the matter, which asolutionwillcontinue. m~ :
, L A A , |
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Kochi: High

vailed at Er;glaklflra?nn?sa St R’Ir;
ry’s Cathedra)l Basilica ear]
on Sl.mrlay morning as dlS}r
sident activists of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese,
OPROSINg  Syro-Malabar
Church’snewuniform Mass
blocked Archbishop Mar An.
drews Thazhath at the gates
of the church. The adminis-
trator of Ernakulam-Anga-
rr_taly archdiocese had ar-
rived in the morning to cele-
brate Mass at the basilica.

"“The archbishop had in-

formed the basilica’s vicar
about celebrating Mass in
thé uniform format at 6am
this Sunday as it marked the
beginning of the liturgical
calendar. But, priestsandlai-
tyopposed thismoveand had
started an indefinite agita-
tion within the bishop's
house, seeking a withdrawal
of this decision.

© On Sunday, Mar Thaz-
hath arrived at the gates
around 5:30am. Laity activ-
.ists, who had camped inside
the church premises, raised
‘g0 back’ sloganSWhﬂn hear-
rived. The gate of thechurch
was also locked, and the

ow ove_r Mass intensifies
as archbishop denied entry

Activists Lock Church’s G

Laity activists campaigning for Holy Mass facin

e

Jipson Slkhera
" '.l-_

¢h
g people argue with

those who support the Church’s decision to conduct uniform Holy
Mass at Ernakulam's St Mary's Cathedral Basilica on Sunday morning

archbishop’s car couldn’ten-

ter the church.
Meanwhile, another
group of laity activists who

support the Church's deci-
sion to celebrate uniform
Mass gathered outside the
church gates, leading to a
confrontation. By 6:15am,
the archbishop returned to
Thrissur. The Sunday Mass

was then conducted in Ver--

sus Populum (Mass facing
the people) format.

A group of activists, who
support the synod’s deci-
sion, entered the premises of

the archbishop’s house and
vandalised the premises.

" However, police intervened

and moved everyone out
quickly. The situation re-
mained tense till Sunday af-
ternoon. Police entered the
premises of the church by
breaking open the locks at
the gate and then locked the
church as a preventive mea-
sure. _

ACP (Central) Jayaku-
mar Chandramohan, whore-
ached the spot, told the
media that police locked the
church as a preventive mea-

TIMES

Mar Thazhath’s Arrival
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sure and it was a temporary
arrangement, If there isan :
assurance that further law :
and order issues will not :
happen after the matterisre- :
solved through discussions :
with the involvement of dis- :

trict administration, then

amuy

the key can be returned, he :

said.

PRO of the archdiocese :

FrMartinKallungalissueda :
statement that they have :
urged authoritiesnottotake :
any action thatcanaffectthe :
religious ceremonies at the :
basilica or the day-to-day ac- :
tivities of the archbishop’s :
house. Police also recorded :
the arrest of six persons un-
der CrPC Section 151 (Arrest : |
toprevent the commissionof : |

cognizable offences).
The issue pertains to the
decision of Syro-Malabar

Church synod in Augustlast : ;

year to implement a unified
style of holy Mass in the
church from November 28,
2021, the first day of the pre-
vious liturgical calendar. A

year later; Ernakulam-An- : |
gamaly archdiocese hasn't :
implemented this decision :
even as all other dioceses of :
the Church switched to the

new format.
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Kerala

Archbishop stopped from holding
Mass, basilica shut after stand-off

Revenue dept. takes control of St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica under the Syro-Malabar Archdiocese of Ernakulam-Angamaly

after priests, laity opposed to the unified Mass reportedly lock gates from inside, blocking the apostolic administrator

The Hindu Bureau

| KOCHI

Syro-Malabar

‘ he
I I Archdiocese of Er-
nakulam-Angama-

ly had a tumultuous start
to its Christmas prepara-
tions with the first Sunday
of Advent 2022 witnessing

| a stand-off between two

groups at the St. Mary’s
Cathedral Basilica in the
district. The police shut
down the basilica and the
district administration will
take a call on its reopening
in due course. 3
On Sunday, Archbishop
Andrews Thazhath, the
apostolic administrator, ar-
rived at the basilica at 6
a.m. to celebrate the un-
ified Mass. However, a
group of priests and lay
persons opposed to the un-
ified Mass reportedly
locked the gates from in-
side, preventing the Arch-
bishop from entering the

basilica premises.

Another group in favour

of the unified Mass tried to

make way for the archbish-
op to enter the Church,
which triggered tensions.

2 held, released later

The police later intervened
to remove those who had
locked themselves inside
the basilica compound.
They also took two per-

The faithful staging a protest against th len
Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese, at St. Mary’s Catl

sons into custody, but later
released them. The police
also seized some vehicles
parked  inside  the
compound. :

A senior police officer
said the basilica was now
under the control of the
district administration and
that the Revenue Divisional

e implementation of the unified Mass system in the
hedral Basilica in Kochi on Sunday. H.VIEHU

Officer (RDO) will decide

when to reopen it.

The row in the archdio-
cese is centred on the way
the Mass is celebrated. The
unified system of Mass, or-
dered by the synod of the
‘Syro-Malabar Church in
August last year, involves
the celebrant or the priest

facing the congregation or
those participating for the
first half of the Mass. He
will then tun away from
the congregation or turn
towards the holy of holies
for the second half of the
ceremonies.
However, a large num-
ber of the nearly half-a-mil-
lion members of the arch-
diocese and the vast
majority of the priests are
in favour of continuing
with the present system of
the celebrant facing the
tion for the full
duration of the Mass. The
group has vehemently op-
posed the synod diktat, the
protest often spilling into
the streets.
The latest stand-off bet-
ween the groups was trig-
gered by a circular from
the archdiocesan adminis-
tration, led by Mar Thaz-
hath, that the basilica cath-
minor
seminary in Kakkanad
switch to the unified Mass

om the first Sunday of the
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