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Kochi: Major Archbis op of the Syro-
Malabar Church cardinal George Alen-
cherry said that the Synod of the
Church, which began on Monday, would
be inscribed in golden letters in its histo.
ry.Hiscomment came in the backdrop of
the Synod’s plan to decide on implemen-
ting a uniformmode of celebrating holy
mass across all dioceses in the Church.
The cardinal was speaking at his in-
augural address in the Synod on Mon-
dayevemngviavideoconferencmg.The

cardinal thanked the Holy Seeforthelet-

ter issued by Pope Francis, exhorting all
the clergy, religious and lay faithful of
ﬂaeChurchtopmceedtuapmmpthnple-
‘mentation of the uniform mode of cele-
bratingtheho!ymass.Thecardjna]re
minded the Synod about the Church's
duty to humbly follow the direction of
thePope. .
The Synod is being presided over by
,cardinal Alencherry and he declared the
Initiation of the Synod after lighting a_

h______.___
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Key Syro-Malabar

Church synod begins

1

Cardinal George Alencherry declared the

initiation of the Synod after lighting a candle
at St Thomas Mount in Kakkanad on Monday

over therise in Covid cases in Keralaand
the country and urged the faithfil to coo-
perate with the government to fight aga-
inst the pandemic. The Synod will be
held for two hours each evening from
Monday to Friday till August 27. This ar-
rangement is based on the time differen-
ce n countries.
outside ChurchHQ ;

Almaya Munnettam, a laity organisa-
tion in the Ernakulam Aﬂgﬁmﬂl}’d mthedl*
diocese, ed a pretest outside
Church lf;gdquartem where cardinal
Alencherry was presiding over the sy-
nod. They demanded action against the
ca.rﬂmalmmebackdmpof the HC direc-
tinghhntofaoetrialhlthecaserelating
to the land deal issue in thearchdiocese.
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Synod of SYI'I)QWHTECIBE}I? i
Church gets under way

Mass celebration one of key points of discussion

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The 29th Synod of the Bish-
ops of the Syro-Malabar
Church, led by Cardinal and
Major Archbishop George
Alencherry, got under way
here on Monday.

The deliberations of the
Synod will be conducted
online in the background of
COVID-19.

A total of 61 Bishops from
India and abroad will parti-

cipate in the Synod, said a -
~ spokesperson for the Syro-

Malabar church.

The Synod will continue
up to August 27 with each of
the days having two hours
of interactions among the
Synod members in view of
the differences in the time
zones of the participating
Bishops. -

One of the key issues that

- will come up before the

Synod is the way Mass
should be celebrated.
There have been diffe-
rences of opinion over the
issue. While there is a group

(, A total of 61
Bishops from India
and abroad will
participate in the
Synod

SPOKESPERSON

Syro-Malabar church

that has argued for the Mass

being celebrated facing the

people, there is another
group that advocates the
more traditional celebra-
tion of the Mass with the ce-
lebrant facing away from
the congregation.

A group of 466 priests
from the Ernakulam-Anga-
maly Archdiocese has writ-
ten to the Vatican demand-
ing that the Mass should be

celebrated with the cele--

brant facing the people.
The group of priests said
that the practice had been
on in the archdiocese for
the past 50 years and it
should be continued.
Similar petitions ~ are
learnt to have been sent to
the Vatican from dioceses
where “people-facing”

Mass is celebrated.

Protest by laity forum
Meanwhile, Almaya Mun-
nettam, a group of reform-
minded Catholics in the
Archdiocese of Ernakulam-
Angamaly, demanding
more transparency in
church administration, has
protested against Cardinal
Alencherry heading the
Synod.

The group staged a prot-
est in front of Mount St.
Thomas, the headquarters :
of the church at Kakkanad
on Monday. , :

A spokesperson for Ala-
maya Munnettam said that
since the Kerala High Court
had said that the Cardinal :
should face trial, he should
step down from his posi- :
tion. - ?
The group also reiterated
its demand that the Cardi-
nal should make good the :
loss suffered by the arch- :
diocese on account of the
sale of lands that belonged
to the archdiocese.
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Uniform Mass celebration:

Priests appeal to Pope

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE Qoo

SEEKING a continuance of
performing the Holy Mass

that has been followed over 50

years, the priests of Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
sent a memorandum to the
Pope on Tuesday. The
memorandum was
signed by 466 priests

belonging to the

archdiocese.
The memorandum

has also been sent to
the Prefect of the Orien-

tal Congregation and Apos-
tolic Nuncio in India.

“The mind of Pope Francis
does not want to impose the
uniform mode celebration in
all eparchies. This will defi-
nitely create conflict over uni-
. ty. If the bishops are walking

together with the people like

‘in the revision of the text in

the Mass, the mode of celebra-
tion would have been dis-
cussed at the diocesan level,
especially in eparchies where
the Holy Mass is celebrated by
facing the people for more
than fifty years,” stated Fr Ku-
riakose Mundadan, Presby-
| teral council secretary,
»  Major Archeparchy of
. Ernakulam-Angama-
ly, in the letter of ap-
peal to the bishops of
Syro Malabar Synod.
“In our Major
Archeparchy, the mode of
celebration other than Holy
Mass facing the people will
have drastic repercussions.
Our situation is not all ready
for a 50-50 formula of celebrat-
ing the Mass. If the Synod is
going to impose it, that will be
. the most.imprudent action in
" “the history of Syro Malabar' '
Church,” said Fr Mundadan.
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for further

discussion on
new liturgy

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Syrian Catholic Liturgi.

Forpm, a body of priests tgrg?nl
various dioceses of the Syro
Malabar Church, on Friday
urged the upcoming Synod —to
be hel_d online —not to decide on
stopping the Holy Masses where
the priest faces the faithful
throgghout the ceremony. Ac-
co;dmg to the members of the
p_rlests’ body, the crucial deci-
sion of completely stopping that
particular mode of conducting
the Holy Mass, which has been

so in certain dioceses for centu- -

ries, should be taken only after
discussing the issue at length.
“It-is a crucial decision and
shouldn’t be made in an online
meeting. In this Covid situation,
the Holy Mass itself is not tak-
ing place in various churches.
So such a decision shouldn’t be
taken in haste. It should be tak-
en in a forum where the bishops
are present in person and after
detailed discussions,” said Fr
John Ayyankanayil, general
convenor of the Forum. “As per
the direction of the Synod, the
revision of the liturgical text
was discussed in all dioceses
and submitted to the Pope for ap-
prova,” said Fr Ayyankanayil.
«We will write to the authori-
ties concerned in India and
Rome regarding the underlying
issues and conflicts that may
arise due to the forceful Imposi-
tion of the revised liturgy;” said
the secretary of the Forum, Fr

Rajan Punnackal.

mu

Ji

20!
_Tei



creating

| []

mlte i 3 -_,, = 1 =4 /
SRS EinN Fateedyming //

SAApSIL LA LAMLLLLS

1 ppem:-
o/2 |

29th Synod begins,
Mar Alencherry hints
at crucial decisions

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@kKoch

HINTING that the Synod
the Syro-Malabar Chﬁh w?lt;
dea_nde on implementing a
uniform mode of celebrating
the Holy Mass across all dio-
ceses of the Church,Major
Archbishop Cardinal Mar
George Alencherry said the
29th Synod that began here
on Monday would be in-
scribed in golden letters in
the Church'’s history.

The cardinal was speaking
at the inaugural session.The
cardinal reminded the Synod
about the duty of the Church

to follow the directions of the -
Pope. '

He also thanked the Holy
See for the letter issued by

Pope Francis exhorting all

clergy and religious and faith-

ful laity of the Church to pro-
ceed to a prompt implementa-
tion of the uniform mode of
celebrating the Mass.
Expressing concern over
the Covid situation in Kerala
and the rest of the country,
the cardinal urged the faith-
ful to cooperate with the gov-
ernment to fight against the
pandemic. The synod prayed

| place while Carcinat.
| over the Synod. In the

for those who died due to Cov-
id. The cardinal also shared
his condolences and prayers
over the passing away of
Bishop Pastor Neelankavil, a
member of the synod, who
died of Covid in February.

Protest outside
Synod venue

Almaya Munnettam, a laity
organisation in the
Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese, staged a
protest outside St Thomas
Mount, the Church's

headquarters, in Kakkanad
on Monday. The

"
!

‘Alencherry was presiding

backdrop of the High Court
directing the cardinal to face
trial In the case relating to
the controversial land deals
in the archdlocese, they
demanded action against
the cardinal. Protestors also
demanded the synod to
discuss making restitution
for the losses Incurred by the
archdlocese.

1 I

test took |

|
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THE priests told the Archbish-
op that peace in the parishes
mightbe dlsrupted if the pasto-
ral letter is read out.

“Since the pastoral letter has
not been issued officially, we
have requested the Vicar not to
send it to the parishes,” said Fr
Sebastian Thaliyan, senior
priest of the archdiocese.

“Pill 1989 the Church fol-
lowed a uniform of mode of

This is not the first ti

Jrretian Lxpress-2

ehe

anyone. His remark also reeks of anti-women sentiments,” accused

2 9 ; QIOGQBIWAAR'&NFH.
‘Peace in parlshes may be dlsrupted 1f letter read out’

celebrating the Mass in which
the celebrants faced the
faithful.

“A change was brought about
through the involvement of the
Changanassery bishop’s house.
That was when the celebration
by facing the altar began. For
close to 25 years the uniform
mode was fo]lowed But when it

Priests of the Ernakulam -Angamaly
Archdiocese addressing the media after
their discussions with Archbishop Mar
Antony Kariyil at Bishop’s House in
Kochi on S;lgrday | ALBIN MATHEW

was changed, we did not ques-
tion it, nor made an issue out
of it. Now when a decision is
‘made for uniform celebration,
they are not discussing with
the priests and the faithful.
This is what we are protesting
against,” said Fr Jose
Vailikodath, another senior
priest.

Fr Mundadan said there are
16 foranes under the archdio-
cese and most of the parish
councils have already passed
resolutions saying they will al-
low only celebration by facing
the faithful.
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Priests team seeks status quo

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A delegation representing
more than 500 priests be-
longing, among others, to
the Ernakulam-Angamaly
and Thrissur archdioceses
and the Irinjalakuda diocese
- of the Syro-Malabar Church
has appealed to the church
hierarchy to maintain status
quo with regard to the cele-
bration of the Mass.

The group of priests said
archdiocesan administrator
Archbishop Antony Kariyil
assured them on Saturday
that, in consultation with
the bishops, the decision to
implement a uniform code
for the Mass by the synod

earlier this week would be -

re-examined and that a dele-
gation would represent the
demand before Pope Francis
in Rome.

The priests demanded

Voice that differs: A delegation of priests of the .
Syro-Malabar Church addressing the mediain
Ernakulam on Saturday. =THuLASI KAKKAT

that a pastoral letter from
Cardinal George Alencherry,
head of the Syro-Malabar
Church, instructing priests
to implement the uniform
code of celebrating the Mass
from November 28 should
not be despatched to the
parishes to be read out on
September 5. They said
reading out the circular

would end up in a law and

order problem.

The priests alleged that
Pope Francis’ message of un-
ity in the Syrian church was

being “misinterpreted.”

They also said at least
one-third of the bishops who
attended the online synod
was in favour of continuing
the status quo.

They had favoured the ce-
lebration of the Mass with
the celebrant (priest) facing
the congregation.
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Fkm-Angamaly archdiocese to appeal to Pope

Times News Nerwork ter urging the faithful against rais- But the priests of the Ernaku- that the decision be reconsidered.
z X 00 ingdiangrwmantsuvart‘r_taissug. lam Angamaly archdiocese have The priests have also demanded
: Kochi: A day after the synod of the “During the pandemic times, said that they have requested the thatthe archbishop make arrange-
: Syro Malabar Churchdecidedtoes- the faithful found it confusing metropolitan vicar to not send the ments for maintaining the status
: tablish uniformity in the holy when they observed differences in  pastoral letter to parishes as read- quotill Vatican announces itsdeci-
: mass, priests of the Ernakulam masses broadcasted from various ing it may even cause alawandor- sion.
¢ Angamaly archdiocese, which op- dioceses online. The Holy See was der issue in their diocese. The Fr Mundadan said that canon
: poses the move, on Saturday made also surprised by the non-unifor-  priests said that they have also laws permit granting of dispensa-
| their objection publicand demand- mity in the Church’s holy mass,” urged the archbishop not to force tion based on special circumstanc-
i ed dispensation in a press confer- AGAINST CHANGES IN them intoreading it at churches. estoageneral ruleandthat they be-
i ence held at Ernakulam Bishop's The priests of the archdiocese, lieve that they will receive dispen-
e - HOLY MASS CELEBRATION including presbyteral council sec.  sation. He added that they are op-
: " Thepriests whometarchbishop —— retary Fr Kuriakose Mundadan posing the new style of conducting
: Antony Kariyil, the metropolitan the letter issued with the direction  and PRO of the archdiocese Fr the mass for theological reasons.

: : (Y . Fr Jose Vailikodath, a senior
¢ vicarof the archdiocese to discuss toread itin churches during Sun- Mathew Kilukkan, made the com iost. said thatthe synod waspres-
: the issue said the bishop has prom- day mass on September 5, says. ments while addressing the press ?d a:’i g puﬂn [cargl. b

P o necessary for fil- In the letter Alencherry said conference. .
i :fx;datgt::upaﬂn na!ﬁﬂaflenau:y;:}d's Pope Fr:ncln,‘;;hrdﬂlh aletter ad-  Fr ffﬂukm said t]::t hui::tﬂ ”“ﬂ“h“"ﬁ"h‘;:‘fﬁﬂﬁﬂ{ﬁ
Lt Dan gsed ber Syro Mala- Kariyil has promised the pr FIRs filed again
' dectaion befgREREE o Syro Mala: ﬂ;fcnu:-?:;,lﬁda“f fiturgl: thathewill discuss thematter With recently facedasetback in the high

ik Atthesavie g e ralth T the needful court as well. This is just an effort
: ~ sinoahead withthe cal unifnrmltjrmdthutavurﬁnithe other bishops and do _

o e Church {8 gOIDBAHeTY Vo | rge  ful person in the church hadaduty. forfiling an appeal against the syt to divert the topic, e said in the
s dﬁalz:‘snhiu_:m. A iting a pastoral let- toobey him. " od's decision before the Pope 50 prﬂﬂmﬂﬂt- :
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Thrissur
-archbishop
warns priests

Ramavarman T | TNN

Thrissur: Thrissur archbish-
op Mar Andrews Thazhath !

—Jimes of India
—Aug 2, 2021

P

has directed the churches un; :
der the archdiocese to follow
thenewinstructionsof theSy- :

ro-Malabar Church Synod on :
the conduct of Holy Mass,
even as the dissenting priests :
are intensifying the protests. |
The dissenting priests are de- :
manding the continuation of
Janabhimukha Kurbana
(conduct of the Holy Massfac- :
ing the faithful) while the re-
cent Synod has decided to
adopt the new practice of con- :
ducting Holy Mass facing the

altar.

UNIFORMITY IN
HOLY MASS

The archbishop in his let-
ter to the priests has directed
them to read the pastoral let- :
ter of the major archbishop of :
the Syro-Malabar Church on
the new mode inall the parish :
churches and associated insti-
tutions on Sunday. He pointed !
out that the Synod held from :
August 16 to 27 had decided to :

implement the new mode of

celebrating the Holy Mass as
exhorted by Pope Francis, :

- from November 28.

Mar Thazhath said he has - |
come to know that asectionof :
the priests is planning to hold

a meeting on the decision of :
the Synodandits implementa- :
tion, without the permission :

of theheadof the archdiocese.

“Holding such a meeting to
discuss a decision approved :

by the Pope and Synod could
lead tosectarianism. Thatwill
also run against the spirit of

2o oath taken by the priests
during ordination. I humbly
request to avoid such meet- :

ings,” thelettersaid.

However, the dissenting :
priestsallegethatthedecision
was taken without holding :
discussions with them. A se- :
nior priest that a Zoom meet- :

ing of the priests is planned.

They arealsoplanningto send

a delegation to the Vatican to
directly inform the Pope
about their objections. They
will first meet the Pope’s re
resentative in Delhi. :

ZE854 2388 RZSRFEREED
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Row over uniform code for Mass rages

Protesters prevent reading of Cardinal’s pastoral letter at several parishes, burn copies

APECIAL CORREMONDENT
[aere

The controversy over the
way the Mass s celebrated in
the Catholic Syrian Church
took a new tum on Sunday
with membery of several par-
ishes, including at Holy Fa
mily Parish Church &t Pra
sannapuram, near Aluva,
preventing the reading of a
pastoral lenter from Cardinal
George  Alencherry, Major
Archbishop of the Ernakuy
lam-Angamualy archdiocese
and head of the Syro-Mala
bar Cluirch, and buming o
e of the better

The pastoral letter con
tained a directive from the
swynod of the Syro-Malabar
Church advising priests and
parishioners on celebrating
the Mass in a uniform way. It
imvobwes celohrating the Maa
with the celebrant (priest)
facing the congregation dur-
ing one half and facing the
tabernacle (away from the
congregation) during the
other hall.

Priests and parshioners
from the Ernakulam-Angs.
maly, Irinjalakuda, and
Thrissur dioceses ane among
those who have opposed this
ingtruction stridently,

These dioceses have been
following a system of cele
brating the Mass in which the
priest faced the people for
the entire durstion of rituals

A delegation of more than
500 priests from the three

dioceses had submitted a pe:
tion to the Syrian Church
athorities not 1o onpose the
uniform sysbem.

‘Maore than 50 years'
Riju Kanjookkaran of Almaya
Munnettam, a combine of
Lay people, the religiows, and
priests calling for more tran:
sparency in the church admi.
nistration, said 16 parishes
had appealed o keep the
synid decision on uniform
Mass in abevance.

“We have been celebrat-
ing the Mass for more than
hall-a-century facing the pe:

aple and i will be against the
will of the parishioners to
impose another system,”
said a senior priest of the Sy
ro-Malabar Archdiocese of
Ernaloulam-Angamualy,

Appeal 1o Pope

He said those who opposed
the new directive from the
synod had gone in appeal be-
fore Pope Frances. Untll a de-
cislon was taken by Rome,
the system would remain
suspended and the Mass oe
bebrated as earfier.

A priests’ delegation [rom
the Ernakulam Angamaly
and Thrissur archdioceses
and the Irinjalakuds diocese
had appealed to matrtain
status quo on the celebration
of the Mass. The group also
claimed that archdiocesan
administrmor  Archbishop
Amtony Karivil had assured
them that, in consultation
with the bishops, the dec-
ston to implement a unilorm
code for the Mass would be
re-cxamined.

e,
s | S

Venting ire: Members of Prasannapuram Holy Family Chureh,
near Aluva, in Emakulam district, bum a copy of the pastoral
letter from the Major Archbishop on Sunday.



Reading of pastoral letter:
Ruckus at churchin Aluva

Protesting parishioners enter altar, snatch mike away from vicar.
Police register case for unlawful assembly following priest’s plaint

Protesters burn the pastoral letter outside Holy Family Church in Aluva

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ach

THE pastoral letter issued by
Cardinal George Alencherry,
head of the Syro Malabar
Church, regarding the imple-
mentation of the uniform mode
of celebrating the Holy Mass
was read out in most of the par-
ishes on Sunday, even as those
who oppose the change in the
Mass refrained from reading
the letter.

Creating ruckus, a group of
parishioners interrupted the
vicar of the Hely Family
Church at Prasannapuram in
Aluva while reading the pasto-
ral letter during the Sunday
Mass. The parishioners entered
the altar and snatched the mike
away from Fr Celestine In-

chackal, the vicar. The Holy
Family Church, under the Er-
nakulam:Angamaly Archdio-
cese, was following the celebra-
tion facing the faithful.

“It was my duty to inform the
parishioners regarding the of-
ficial information of the
church. The formal directive
from the archdiocese was to
read the letter in the church.
Usually, such information is
passed through the chancellor
with the permission of the met-
ropolitan vicar. Some among
the protesters were parishion-
ers and some were from out-
side. The emotional approach
towards the change is under-
standable., Only with time
would they understand matters
and tension would ease,” Fr In-

For aver half a century, we
have been conducting the
Holy Mass by facing the
faithful. A decision has been
taken to approach the Pope
to fe-examing the new
decision of the Synod

A senior priest of Emakulam-
Angamaly Archdiotese

Q

chackal said. Based on a com-
plaint ledged by Fr Inchackal,
the Nedumbassery police have
registered a case for unlawiul
assembly and ruckus in front
of the altar,

The pastoral letter stated the
directive of the Synod of the
Syro Malabar Church, advising
priests and parishioners on im-
plementing a 50-50 formula in
conducting the Mass

As per the newly-approved
format, the celebrant would
face the altar during the Ana-
phora {the Liturgy of the
Eucharist).

In certain dicceses — includ-
ing Ernakulam-Angamaly,
Thrissur and Irinjalakuda -
the Holy Mass is conducted by
facing the faithful throughout.
Therefore, some of the parish-
es under these dioceses did not
read the pastoral letter.

Earlier;, the priests of the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Archdio-
cese - who opposed the imple:
mentation of the uniform way
of conducting the Mass -- had
decided not to read the pastoral
letter issued by the Cardinal

“For over hall a century, we
have been conducting the Holy
Mass by facing the faithful. A
decision has been taken to ap-
proach the Pope to re-examine
the new decision of the Synod
that will create a division in the
Church,” said Fr Jose Vailiko-
dath, a senior priest belonging
to the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocess.

According to the pastoral let-
ter; the priests and bishops have
been advised to put the new di-
rective into practice from No-
vember 28 this vear
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“Divide And Rue

Kerala Church’s “love jihad” obsession widely and
negatively impacted state’s and nation’s body politic

onceived by the Kerala Catholic Church in 2009, the “love jihad”
bogey — never proven — has returned over a decade later to its
manger, after perambulating through some north Indian states
where it became fodder for criminalising interfaith marriages. That a
bishop of the dominant Syro Malabar Catholic Church openly warned
of a “love jihad” and “narcotic jihad” threat to the faithful had shocked
Kerala into a vigorous public debate. But the Church now finds itself
cornered after an influential Catholic priest alleged the equivalent of
“love jihad” by OBC Ezhava youth. The heavyweight Ezhava organisa-
-tion SNDP has hit back, alleging it was Christians, not Muslims, at the
- forefront of cumrersinns and “lovejihad” targeting Hindus.
' India’s only mtamthamaahlerrehﬁnuadimrmw of Hindus,
Muslims and Chnstians has always struggled with various community
: organisations never chary of brandishing their
political heft. Yet Kerala has miraculously
preserved remarkable communal amity despite
the occasional rancour: What has publicly sur-
faced was drawingroom chatter across Christi-
an homes since 2019 amid an explosion of Isla-
mophobic content propagating in Malayalam
through WhatsApp, and hence under the radar.
The bishop’s remarks led to Muslim groups
: : marching in protest, BJP demanding investi-
.gation into “narcotic jihad”, CM Pinarayi Vijayan asking those in
-responsible positions tobe guarded in their statements, and theleader of
opposition VD Satheesan of Congress, which loses most in the Christian-
Muslim cleavage, critiquing the bishop for being way outof line. Women
groups weren't far behind either, noting the assault on female agency
and autonomy by politically-charged religio-conservative outfits,

The recent Kerala assembly polls saw the Christian vote pulled in
different directions, further compounding its waning clout. Church-
leaders’ complaints of dwindling numbers haven't overturned a
general phenomenon observed across India. Arapid, secularfertility
ratedecline has touched all communities equally, although Muslims,
as per current data, will take longer to catch up. Turning this state of
flux and resultant insecurities into dog whistles and hate speech
against other communities is dangerous: Take the Church’s 2009
bogey and its national, individual and social ramifications today Jt
fed divisive political discourse, led to intrusive laws intepfe.t
with interfaith relationships, and now burdens the judicij e
must reverse an oppressive legal template. ary, Which
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Muslim brothers Wounded

~withdraw remark; Priests

Times NEws NETWoRK

Kochi: Calling for an imme-
diate end to the controversy
stirred up by the “narcotic ji-
had” remark made by Pala
bishop Joseph Kallarangatt,
an organization of priestsin
the Ernakulam Angamaly

archdiocese on Thursdayde-

manded to mthdraw the
statement. -

NARCOTIC JIHAD

“Since it is --th_e,:-hishop S
statement which is against
thefacts that sparked thecon-
troversy, the only solution is

avoid further

to withdraw i PUBLEERY S5 B

church teaches that it iS hu-._ why ¥
manmenbutdmmmﬁ ~ throughe

rectifications,” the

mentmsuedbyFTJmem‘."" nf m

kodath, PRO of A
Samrakshana

- made their stand clear that

the bishop’s comments were
inappropriate. “The CM him-
self dismissed the statement
and said that drug trade has
noreligion. The statement is-
sued on Wednesday by the
Public Affairs Commission

of the Syro Malabar Church___

the bishop is con-
demnahle.“’hatwereahzem-
that our Muslims brothers
have been wounded by these
statements. This needs to be
talked out with them," said

e THiE
3m'1thi,said.' and

The statement said that jssued
almost all political parties in

thestate, except for one, have

------------------------------------

......................

CITU and INTUC members,

'g"“; ---------------------------------

commission which issued :
the statement did not inter- :
vene in them. They were set- :
tled when the concerned par- :
ties expressed regret. The :
priests said if a section of :
leaders of the Syro Malabar :
Church decides to start a :
fight instead of talking out :
the matter with the Muslim :
community, then the entire :
church cannot be used for it.
They reminded the church :
leadership that the church :
should maintain a healthy :
distance from politics. :
Meanwhile, Sathyadee- :
pam, a weekly published by :
thearchdiocese,saidinitsed- :
itorial regarding the school :
and Sunday :

- reopening :
_ school that catechism, which :

bases its teachings on hatred :

n- toward other religions, was !
- notreal catechism. It further

said if youths are getting :
“trapped” in romances, they :
should be brought back with :
the realization that they lost :
Christfirst. :

------------------------------------------------
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NO compromise on Mass
rituals, say dissenting priests

Decision by Synod of Bishops envisages umforrmw in hturgy

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

A meeting of more than 300
priests from the Ernakulam-
Angamaly Archdiocese here
on Tuesday reiterated that

there would be no compro-

mise on continuing with the
practice of celebrating the
Mass with the celebrant
-'-(priest) facing the congrega-
tion throughout the dura-
tion of the Mass.

‘Senior priests Kuriakose
- Mundadan, Joseph Vailiko-

~dath, and Mathew l(llukkan'

bgiee! ) AEL Tk

told mediapersons after the
meeting that they expected
the Vatican to intervene in
the matter after an appeal
was made to Pope Francis
not to impose the decision
by the Synod of Bishops of
the Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church to bring about un-
iformity in the celebration of
the Mass.

‘The priests 1n31sted that

the Universal Synod of the
 Catholic Church, the Second

~ yatican Council,
that when liturgy is Te-

had said

Rty

newed, unity should be the
matter of essence. :

There was no recommen- :
dation from the council to :
impose uniformity if matters :
of the faith were not
involved.

The priests expressed op-
timism that a favourable de-
cision by the Vatican on the
issue would be conveyed be-
fore November 28, the first
Sunday of Advent, which
marks the beginning of the
liturgical calendar for the
Catholic Church.
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Holy mass facing altar
unacceptable: Priests

Kochi: A resolution has been
adopted by the priests of Er-
nakulam-Angamaly archdio-
cese, who gathered at Kaloor
Renewal Centre on Tuesday,
stating thatthey would notac-
cept the decision of the Syro-
Malabar Synod 2021 against
the mode of celebrating the
! holy mass facing people. The
: priests said that the decision
was unilateral and was impo-
sed on them with no prior
consultation.

They demanded that a
fresh Syro-Malabar synod be
convened urgently to revoke
this decision and to allow
them to continue the practice
of celebrating the holy mass
facing the people. Or else the

synod must authorize the
metropolitan vicar of Erna-
kulam-Angamaly archdioce-
setoformallylegalise the cus-
tom/tradition, thathaslasted
uninterrupted for more than
30 years, as per Canon law.
“Syro-Malabar  Synod
(2021) made the decision with
no prior consultation with
the people of God: neither
with the bishops, clergy and
religious nor - with the lay fa-
ithful. We are fully aware of
the Constitution of the Se-
cond Vatican Council on sa-
cred liturgy which states in
no uncertain terms that whi-
le undertaking liturgical re-
forms rigid uniformity is ne-
ver tobeimposed “onmatters

thatdonot involvethefaithor :
thegood of thewholecommu- :
nity”. The present decision :
on the mere rubric of themo- :
de of celebration, which will :
destroy the prevailing peace- :
ful atmosphere in the paris- :
hesof ourarchdiocese,isuni- :
lateraland unacceptable,” sa- :
id a statement by Fr Kuriako- :
se Mundadan, secretary, :
presbyteral council. g
Various dioceses under :
the Syro-Malabar Churchfol- :
low at least two different mo- :
des of celebrating the mass, :
an obvious difference being :
the priest facing the church- :
goers during theceremonyin :
certain dioceses and facing :
thealtar inotherdioceses. TN



VATICAN SENDS MISSIVE TO
BISHOPS ON HOLY MASS DISPUTE

SAPRESS NEWS SERVICE Q0NN

AFTER receiving multiple
complaints from a section of
the clergy and laity regarding
the Syro-Malabar Church syn-
od’s decision to change the
mode of celebrating the Holy
Mass (from facing the laity to
facing the altar), the Holy See
at the Vatican responded by
sending a letter to the diocese
heads. The head of the Oriental

Churches Cardinal Leonardo
Sandri sent the missive to each
bishop of Syro-Malabar
Church. |
According to a Church
source, in the letter the Cardi-
nal has requested the local
eparchs to submit a report an-
swering a set of questions. The
Cardinal has also sought infor-
mation on the mode of celebra-
tion of the Holy Mass in each
parish and community of the

Congregation for the Eastern diocese.
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Kamachandran the current disposition for
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Bishops t(;rihg to submit report on Mass N

smip. paity R— i
Moreover, the fellowship ng officer for Kerala, presi

Congregation for Oriental Churches takes views of bishops on synodal decision

survey of opinion would lead

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

EQCHI

cause a vast majority of the
Syro-Malabar Church dioces-

ceses in the Syro-Malabar
church were expected to

to a reconciliation.

The Congregation for the es are in favour of celebrat- = submit their replies by No- In the meanwhile, four : T
Oriental Churches, a part of ing the Mass with the cele- - vember 15, sources added. members of the permanent : d
the Roman curia looking af- brant (priest) facing the The Congregation for the  synod of bishops of the Syro- : d
ter the Eastern Catholic congregation (those attend- Oriental Churches also Malabar  Church-Thrissur :@ 1
Churches, has requested ing the Mass). sought the opinion of the Archbishop Andrews Thaz- k
bishops in-charge of the Sy- bishops on the problems fac-  hath, Thalassery bishop Ge-
ro-Malabar dioceses to sub- By November 15 ing the implementation of orge Njaralangatt, Kottayam :
mit a report on the ground - The recent synodal decision  the synodal decision on the  bishop Mathew Moolakkatt, : !
and Palakkad bishop Jacob

situation regarding the cele-
bration of the Mass in their
jurisdiction in the back-
ground of a recent decision

was that the priest would
face the congregation for
one half of the celebrations
while he would face away

uniform way of celebrating
the Mass.

Meeting with Nuncio
Sources in the Ernakulam-

Manamthodath, have met
Leopoldo Girelli, the Apos- :

tolic Nuncio in Delhi.

Church sources did not

by the Syro-Malabar synod from the people during the _ |
UF bishopysrto unify they:ray other half. Angamaly Archdiocese, who  confirmwhether the bishops
the Mass is celebrated across The decision to imple- are in favour of celebrating were summoned by the Nun-
the Syro-Malabar church. ment the uniform method, the Mass with the celebrant  cio or they wentds a delega-
as per the synodal decision, . facing the congregation tion on their IIJWI;l to sul:}métf :
‘ ' i ici ir vi the issue
The dispute will come into effect on No-  (faithful or participants) their views on th :
There ]'S[:IDW a dispute over  vember 28. throughout the Mass ex- ti:ie way the Mass is celebrat
ed.

the synodal decision be-

The heads of all the dio-

pressed the hope that the
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Section of priests to

intensify protest, hold
prayer meet at HQ

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

STRENGTHENING the protest
against the Synod’s decision to
implement a uniform mode of
conducting Holy Mass across
the Church, a section of priests
will hold a prayer meet on Fri--
day at Mount St Thomas in
Kakkanad, the headquarters of
the Syro-Malabar Church.

“We have been practising
Holy Mass by facing the faithful
for more than 50 years. We will
not accept any decision
other than that. The
Synod meeting should
be called and a deci-
sion should be taken to
accept the conduct of
Holy Mass facing the
public,” said a priest.
“It is likely that there will be
seord in many parishes after
ng;ber 28. Therefore, the

s of the Synod should  &aid*s

‘Decision unilateral’

‘Sathyadeepam’, the weekly
published by the Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese, yet
again came out criticising the
Church's decision. In its latest
editorial, the weekly termed
the unification unilateral. "The
Syro-Malabar Church Is
passing through unparalleled
times of crisis. The Holy
Qurbana, whichisa :
~ celebration of the Church's
. unity, has becomean
 occasion to display its
 Internal differences. The
 newsenvicewillcome
 into force on the 28th of
" this month, The directive
™ that thenew uniform way
 of conducting Holy Mass
service should be followed

e
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“amine their decision,” hesaid. . co o0 commis |
- & Meanwhile, the Major Arch- the Church’s LItUTEY GomIm. B i
ik ..-Z{'Df the Syro-Malabar ,';_'_w:'__,fn'ﬂ.leﬂbhgg et - 8
church, Cardinal George. newservicerites. ..o
AlencherTy, said the way of wor- _Alencherry 8sseres o
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Dissident priests to stage
protest prayer meet today

Times NEws NETWORK As per the Syro priests from Ernakulam,
Kochi: With the date to im 2 e S galakkamala};ugf : Thrls‘l?'ulfl s !
: - d ici : joceses would at- @ ¢
plement the unified mode of SMM. t'“?_ tend the protest gathering. A
D e e oy Massin | UNIformmasswould feonwhile, Syro Mala- 1
the Syro Malabar Church ap- come into effect bar Church on Thursday is- : 1

proaching, protest from from November 28 sued a statement of Cardinal

priests and laity who are
against the move has intensi-
fied.

modes of celebrétmg the
mass, an obvious difference

being the priest facing the

George Alencherry As per :

the statement, the Cardinal :
said 'while inaugurating a :
webinar on liturgy that the :

UNIFORM CODE churchgoers duringthe cere-  Church was eagerly waiting :
FOR HGLY B ASS mony in certain dioceses and for the day in which the :
e ————— facing the altar in certain  whole Church would conduct :
other dioceses. The unified themassinaunified way.

As per the Syro Malabar  Wway isa combinationof both. Sathyadeepam, the week- :
Church Synod’s decision, the A section of priests who ly published by the Ernaku- :
uniform mass would come have been traditionally prac-  lam Angamaly archdiocese,
into effect from November 28. ticing the mass facing the came out with criticism and :

A singular mode of cele- ~ people announced on Thurs-  termed the unification uni- :
brating the mass has long day that they would stage a lateral. :
been a bone of contention prayer meetasaprotestatthe The protestingpriestsare :
‘within the Syro Malabar headquarters of the Church  demanding an immediate
Church as various dioceses inKochionFriday. withdrawal of the Synod :

follow at least two different

According to sources ,

decmlqn. %

-------------------------------------------------------------
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Uniform Holy Mass: Priests stage
protest at Syro-Malabar Church HQ

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @roci

DRAMATIC events unfolded

at the headquarters of Syro-
Malabar Church in Kakkanad
on Friday as several priests
protested by organising a
prayer meet against the Syn-
od'’s decision to implement a
uniform mode of celebrating
the Holy Mass in churches.

More than 200 priests from
various archdioceses includ-
ing Palakkad, Irinjalakuda,
Thrissur, Thamarassery and
Ernakulam-Angamaly took
part in the protest. Though the
protesters were denied entry
into the headquarters, the
memorandum detailing their
concerns regarding the new
decision, to be submitted to
the cardinal, was collected by
the curia chancellor of the
Church at the gate.

As per the Synod's decision,
the uniform mode of celebrat-
ing the Holy Mass will come
into effect on November 28.
The priests raised slogans re-

Dissenting priests at Mount St Thomas in Kakkanad, headquarters of the
Syro-Malabar Church, on Friday | a sawgsw

questing to legitimise the Holy
Mass facing people.

“The memorandum detail-
ing our concerns of parishes
that have been following the
Holy Mass facing the faithful
over 50 years has been submit-
ted to the cardinal. We have

the Synod to review its

decision and legitimise the

Mass that has been followed -

for so many years. At least,

Kasaragod #1,40,239 011,293 . T78 w70

-
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they should be ready to hold
discussions with those raising
concerns,” said Fr Rajan Pun-
nackal, secretary of Syrian
Catholic Liturgical Forum. *
Meanwhile, a section of lai-
ty members, who are in favour
of, the Synod’s decision, pro-
tested against the dissident
priests. Police intervened to .
avoid confrontation between
both the groups. , 4




on Saturday,

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: High drama prevai-
led when around 200 priests
wearing black badges took
out a march to the headquar-
ters of the Syro Malabar
Church at Kakkanad here on
Friday. The priests were pro-
testing the uniform mode of
celebrating the Holy Mass be-
ing implemented in the
Church.

Tension escalated when a
group of laity activists came
out supporting the Church
Synod’s decision. Police had
to intervene to separate the
two groups.

Though the protesting
priests from Palakkad, Irin-
jalakuda, Thrissur, Thama-
rassery, and Ernakulam-An-
gamaly dioceses were denied
entry into the headquarters
premises, the Church curia
chancellor accepted a memo-
randum they submitted.

The priests were holding
banners demanding the legi-
timisation of massfacingthe
people, which was prevailing
inthesedioceses.
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Priests 1nten51fy stir against

uniform mode of Holy Mass

Ganal

Pr[ests prﬁest nutside the gates of Mount St Thomas at Kaldanad on
Friday against the unification of the mode of conducting Holy Mass

The issue pertains to the
differences moonductingthe
holy mass in various dioce-
ses of the Church, an obvious
difference being the priest fa-
cing the congregation in so-
me diocesesand facing theal-
tar in others. The uniform
mode, acombination of both,
isto mmemtoeffectﬂnmma-
vember 28.

“Wehaveurgedthésmﬂﬂ
to review its dcclsion. Thsy
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Laity of the Syro-Malabar Church protesting against the Synod's decision to unif
the Holy Mass at Mount St Thomas on Sunda g ! )

Laity protest against
unified Holy Mass

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kochi and not been addressed in the
coming days before November

HUNDREDS of laity from Er- 20 then more stronger protests

nakulam-Angamaly Archdio- forms will be staged.

cese held a protest march to Sunday’s march was attend-

Mount St Thomas, headquar- ed by nearly 1000 representa-

ters of Syro-Malabar Church tives from various parishes of

on Sunday against the unifica- the diocese,” said Riju Kan-

tion of the Holy Mass jookkaran, PRO of Almaya
N then;:aém Eﬂr Mﬁmem around 200 priests

es er Er-
decades churche Ll b Bt s srehald

diocese have mcluﬂing Palakkad, Ir-
ducting the ~ injalakuda, Thrissur
facjng"'ﬂ;iﬁ"“  and Thamarassery
As per the Syno held a protest march to
Thia aitol the headquarters of

decison, the ur _' the Syro Malabar
‘Church raising the same
concerns. A memorandum de-

tailing their requests and con-
narm was. submittad tu'

' unﬂng o
mode of aonﬂ i

- However, as per officials of
the Church the umH{fI;m mudii
1 -ofepnﬁucﬂngﬂ:.e Mass
..adacisinnappmadbrthebish
-,npsandthePupa. 36 14
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Venting their ire: Members of the Archdiocese of Ernakulam- Angamaty taking outa march to the headquarters of the
Syro-Malabar Church at St. Thomas Mount, Kakkanad, on Sunday, prntEBtlﬂg against arecent circular issued by bishops on
CElﬂbTatan of Mass * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT {nzm'r ON PAGE 5)
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The statement further ad-
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Now, laity protests against !

uniform m

Times News NETWORK

Kochi: Protests over unifica-
tion in the style of conducting
Holy Mass in Syro-Malabar
Church escalated further on
Sunday as hundreds of
churchgoers held a protest
march to the Church headqu-
artersonSundaye}'Ening-The

e Angamaly _arch
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Munnettam, an organisation
of laity members of the
Church.

“We have Wame'iin ﬁ‘if
stronger protest forms e
mml;ncg?rdaysif afavourablede-
cision is not made before No-
vember 20. Sunday's march
wasattendedb?nﬂrh’?*ﬁgp":
presentatives from various pa-
rishes of the diocese,” said Ri-
ju Kanjookkaran, PRO Of Al

On Friday, around 200 pri-

re denied entry into the com-
pound of the headquarters :
even as the curiachancellorof
Syro-Malabar Church accep- :
ted a memorandum detailing :
their concerns. The protesting :
laity members on Sunday cri- :
ticised the Church authorities :
fordenyingentry tothepriests :
and demanded an apology. :
However, as per officials of
the Church, the uniformmode :
of conducting the Holy Massis :
a decision approved by the bi-
shops and the Pope. The se-
cond summitof the 20th synod
of Syro-Malabar Church had
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T Standoff '

|, between laity
body, Church -

- continues
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exemptions. et
E tam's call for protest comes in
the of apressrelease :
Church that it is ex-
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Priests’ forum objects to saying

Cardinal’s name during Mass

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @kochi
THE members of the Syrian
Catholic Liturgical Forum, a
body of priests from various
dioceses of the Syro Malabar

Church, said on Friday that it

was against their conscience to
say the name of Major Arch-

‘bishop Cardinal George
Alencherry, head of the
Church, in the midst of the
Holy Mass. Cardinal Alencher-
ry has “challenged the decision
of Pope Francis”, the members
said in the statement.

“Even after the Metropoli-
tan vicar granting dispensa-
tion for the Ernakulam-Anga-
maly Archdiocese, those
favouring the implementation
of the new mode with the sup-
port of some members of the
Permanent Synod are causing
ruckus in some regions includ-
ing the Faridabad diocese,
which also invoked the Canon
1538. Deliberate attempts are
made to create misconceptions
in the exemption that we re-
CeivEd,” said Fr John Ayy-

ankkanayil of the Forum.
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UNIFORM MASS: CARDINAL DIRECTS
BISHOPS TO ‘CORRECT’ EXEMPTION

Section of Ernakulam-Angamaly Archdiocese priests says cardinal is creating confusion

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

THE Syro-Malabar Church has
issued a statement that it had
received a clarification letter
from the Oriental Congrega-
tion in Rome on Friday which
stated that an entire archdio-
cese could not be given exemp-
tion from implementing the li-
turgical rules approved by the
Synod.

The letter was sent from
Rome after the Church sought
clarity from the Oriental Con-
gregation on Canon law 1538
that permits bishops to provide
dispensation from certain

es.

The Church had sought the
clarification after the recent
uproar on implementing the
uniform mode of Holy Mass.

The uniform mode of con-
ducting the Holy Mass came
into effect on November 28.
Most of the churches and par-
ishes under the Syro-Malabar
Church conducted the Mass in
the new format approved by the

Synod. Only Ernakulam-Anag-
amaly Archdiocese and Irin-
jalakuda diocese retained the
old mode of the Mass, as ex-
emptions were given here un-
der Canon law 1538,

The statement issued by the
Church said the letter under-
signed by Prefect of the Orien-
tal Churches Cardinal Leonar-
do Sandri and Secretary
Archbishop Giorgio Gal-
laro, explaining the
canon law, was re-

sation on Thursday and that
Mar Antony Kariyil explained
the context in which the exemp-
tion was given. The explana-
tion was given orally, and it
would be submitted in writing
as well, the archdiocese said.
Cardinal Mar George
Alencherry has written a letter
to all bishops informing them
of the clarification from the
Oriental Congregation.
oh. “Based on the letter
received from Rome,

ceived on Friday at the major archbishop
the major archbish- has given the direction
op's office. to correct the action

However, Ernaku- which exempted the
lam-Angamaly Archdio- whole of certain dioceses
cese has also issued a state- from conducting the unified

ment stating that the
metropolitan vicar of the arch-
diocese received a letter seek-
ing clarifications on the dispen-

way of conducting the Mass,”
the Church said in the
statement.

Meanwhile, Fr Jose Vailiko-

Based on the letter recelved from Rome, the major archbishop has

given the direction to correct the action which exempted the whole
of certain dioceses from conducting the unified way of conducting

the Mass

Statement from the Church

dath, PRO of Athirupatha Sam-
rakshana Samithy, an outfit of
priests, said Cardinal Alencher-
ry is spreading confusion and
misconception regarding the
canon law and the dispensation
granted by the Vatican.

“The Synod of the Syro-Mal-
abar Church or Oriental Con-
gregation hasnoright to cancel
the canon law of the Catholic
Church. On December 7, Leon-
ardo Sandri had sent a letter to
Metropolitan Vicar of the Er-
nakulam-Angamaly Archdio-
cese Mar Antony Kariyil seek-
ing clarification regarding the
dispensation and it was clearly
clarified when it was received
on December 9,” said convenor
of the outfit Fr Sebastin
Thaliyan.

“The letter rcivdby Major
Archbishop or Metrop
Vicar from 31& Oriental Church-
es does not mentionany cancel-
lation of the dispensation enti-
tled to Ernaktﬂam-AnBS{“"lﬁ
Archdiocese as per the 1a%,
said Fr Sebastin.



The Hindu, Dec 11, 2021
New turn to row over Mass

in Syro-Malabar Church

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The controversy over the
mode of celebrating the
Mass in the Syro-Malabar
Church - whether the priest
must face the congregation
in the initial part of the ser-
vice or face the tabernacle
(holy of holies) later in the
service, as decided by the
Synod of Bishops - took a
new turn on Friday with the
church, in a statement, say-
ing that it had received a let-
ter from the Vatican that an
archdiocese could not be ex-
empted from implementing

the liturgical rules approved
by the synod,

The unified way that has
been approved by the synod
is a combination of both the
modes.

The archdiocese of Ernak-
ulam-Angamaly, the Irinjala-
kuda diocese and Faridabad
diocese preferred to go
ahead with the priest facing

the congregation from No-

vember 28. This was after
the Bishops of these dioces-
es issued dispensation from
following the new format in-
voking Canon 1538, a law
which allows exemption.
The Athiroopatha Sam-
rakshana Samithi, which has

been fighting the synod deci-
sion, claimed that there was

no mention of the cancella-
tion of the dispensation in
any letters received from the
Vatican. ‘

The samithi said any deci-
sion for dispensation was ta-
ken with the blessings of the
Pope and that the reports
about its cancellation were
false.

The samithi's public rela-
tions officer, Father Jose Vai-
likodath, said the practice of
priests facing the congrega-
tion dated back. over 50
years. The synod did not
consult priests and the laity
while deciding for a mix of

both the modes of Mass, he
said.
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Holy Mass erupts again

TiMeS News NETWORK

Kochi: Controversy over the
unified mode for conducting
Holy Mass in the Syro-Mala-
bar Church has erupted aga-
in as Cardinal George Alen-
cherry on Friday issued adi-
rection to ‘correct’ the ex-
emption to the unified mode
of Mass provided to certain
dioceses in the Church.

The Church, in a state-
ment, said they receivedalet-
ter from Rome on Friday
which stated that an entire
archdiocese cannot be provi-
deddispensation from imple-
menting the liturgical rules
approved by the synod. Ho-
ly archdiocese issued a state-
ment saying that they had al-
soreceivedaletter asking for
clarity on the exemption and
the archdiocese has explai-
nedthesametoRome.

In the Syro-Malabar
Church, various dioceses
had been following different
modes of Mass. The differen-
ce is that the priest faces
churchgoers during the cere-

mony in cer-
tain dioceses
and faces the
altar in
others. The
unified way
is a combina-
tion of both.

Apart from the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese,
Irinjalakuda and Faridabad
diocese, the rest of the dioce-
ses switched to the unified
format from Nov 28. This
happened after bishops of
these dioceses issued dispen-
sation from following the
new format using Canon
1538. The Church later wrote
tothe Oriental Congregation
in Rome seeking clarity on
Canon1538.

“We received a clarifica-
tion letter on Friday dated
Dec 9, undersigned by the
Oriental Congregation pre-
fect and secretary. As per the
letter, it has been made clear
that by using Canon 1538, an
entire diocese cannot be ex-
empted from implementing
liturgical rules approved by
thesynodandissuedasanor-

der by the major archbi
shop,” the Churchsaid.

It further said that the
Cardinal Alencherry has
written to all bishops about
the directions given by the
oriental congregation.

However, Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese, in a
statement, said that a letter
sent by the Oriental Congre-
gation on Déc 7 seeking clari-
tyonthedispensation wasre-
ceived by archdiocese apos-
tolic vicar Mar Antony Kari-
yil on Dec 9. Mar Kariyil
explained the context of the
dispensation orally, and the
same would be submitted in
writing, the archdiocese sa-
id.

Meanwhile, Athiroopat:
haSamrakshanaSamithi,an
outfit of priests, claimed the
re was no mention of cancel
lation of dispensation inany
letters received from Rome
Convener Fr Sebastian Tha
liyan claimed the decisior
for dispensation was taker
with the blessings of the Po
pe and that the reports abou
its cancellation werefalse.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

A DAY after Syro-Malabar Church
head Cardinal Mar George
Alenchery'’s direction to bishops
to ‘correct’ the dispensation given
to churches and parishes, a sec-
tion of priests from Ernakulam-
Angamaly archdiocese on Satur-
day met metropolitan vicar Mar

Antony Kariyil and submitted a.

memorandum seeking his inter-
vention to resolve the recent con-
fusion regarding Holy Mass.

The priests submitted a written
request stating that until the ex-
isting mode of mass facing the
people is legitimised, they will not
cooperate with the major arch-
bishopand Syro-Malabar office at
Mount St Thomas.

“It is our right to celebrate the
mass in the same mode which we
have been doing for the past 50

years. Hence, we demand that the
mass verus populum (mass facing
the people) be legitimised rather
than being allowed as a dispensa-
tion. We the priests along with the
faithful have decided that we will
continue our struggle against the
synod and the Oriental Congre-
gation until this right is
guaranteed and formally

~legitimised,” said«FrSe-
bastin Thaliyan, con- *
vener of Athirupatha
Samrakshana Samithi,
in the appeal submitted
on Saturday.

After the visit to the Vatican,
Mar Kariyil has issued a circular
granting exemption to churches
and parishes under the Ernaku-

lam-Angamaly archdiocese citing

Canon 1538. Synod’s decision to
implement the uniform mode of
holy mass came into effect on No-

o BT
-

ress Deel/12./2]

mise €x18

vember 28. The priest said in the
memorandum that they will not
compromise with the cardinal
and the synod on the mode of cel-
ebrating the holy mass. “When
the synod tried to enforce its inju-
dicious decision about the uni-
form mode of celebration of holy
qurbana upon this archdio-
cese, it was the timely inter-
wyentionof“Pope Francis
‘that created an atmosphere
of peace and harmony
here. A conflicting situa-
tion was thus effectively
averted when Mar Antony Ka-
riyil was authorised by the Pope
to make use of the provision of
Canon 1538 to dispense with the
synodal decision for good of the

Q

ng mode of holy mass

faithful,” memorandum stated..
“We earnestly request you to in-
form the Pope immediately about
the latest volatile and anarchic
situation created in our archdio-
cese by the major archbishop to-
gether with the Oriental Congre-
gation. We, all priests and lay
faithful, request archbishop Kari-
yil to take all necessary steps in
consultation and obedience to the
the Pope to bring back peace and
unity by getting the mass legiti-
mised. We also request him to
brief all the bishops of the synod
that their attempt to enforce uni-
formity over unity is not only an
utter failure, but also contrary to
the will and instruction of Pope
Francis,” memorandum said.

We demand that the mass verus populum (mass facing the people) be
legitimised rather than being allowed as a dispensation
— Fr Sebastin Thallyan, convener of Athirupatha Samrakshana Samithl
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Times News NETWORK

Kochi: A day after the major

: archbishopof the Syro-Mala-
: bar Church, cardinal George
: Alencherry, directed all bi-

shops — who granted dispen-

: sation to their dioceses from
. following the unified mode of
: mass in the Church - to cor-
: rect the action, priests of the
* Ernakulam-Angamaly arch-

¢ diocese on Friday upped the-

ir ante and demanded that

rather than being allowed as
: a dispensation, the mass fa-
i cing the people should be for-
mally legalized.

The Church had said in a

! statement on Friday that the
i cardinal had issued thedirec-
¢ tive after receiving clarity on
: thevalidity of such dispensa-
! tions from Rome. Priests of

I ! the Ernakulam-Angamaly

: archdiocese on Saturday met

Cardinal Geurge Alenchemr (c)
conducted the Holy Mass in the
new format on November 28

with the metropolitan vicar
of thearchdiocese, Mar Anto-
ny Kariyil and submitted a
written appeal stating that
until the mass facing the peo-
ple is legitimized, they will
not cooperate with the major
archbishop and the Syro-Ma-
labar office at Mount St Tho-
mas.

“The major archbishop

and the oriental congrega-

tion have again joined hands
to create confusion... we will
not compromise with the car-

.dinal and the synod on the

mode of celebrating holy
mass. We declare that it is our
right to celebrate the mass in
the same mode, which we ha-
ve been doing for the past 50
years. We demand that the
mass versus Populum (the li-
turgical stance of a priest
who, while celebrating mass,
faces the people) be legitimi-
zed ratHer than beingallowed
as a dispensation,” the peti-
tion said.

The petition said that Mar
Kariyil wasauthorized by the
Pope (through the oriental

congre gatmn) to make use of

“Cardinal Sandri (orien-
tal congregation prefect) in-
structed Mar Kariyil to allow
a dispensation after he recei-
tions to this effect from Pope
Francis. The same oriental
congregation has now come
up with a bizarre interpreta-
tion,” the petition said.

It further said that the la-
test letter from Alencherry is
to be considered challenging
and defying the authority of
the Pope himself “We ear-
nestly request you to inform
Pope Francis immediately

. about the latest volatile and

anarchic situation created in
our archdiocese by the major
archbishop together with the
oriental congregation. All

the provision of Canon 1538 these are simply becauss

(CCEOQ) to dispense with the
synodal decision for the good

of thefaithful.

&ueydantheaithﬂ’npe sir
structions,” the petition su
mitted toMar Kariyilsaid
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s exemption

for archdiocese on uniform Mass

Memorandum to be submitted to 30th Synod of Bishops

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The Athiroopatha Samraksh-
" ana Samithi (forum for pro-
tection of the Archdiocese of
Ernakulam-Angamaly), com-
prising members of the com-
munity of priests of the arch-
diocese, said it would
submit a memorandum to
the Synod of Bishops of the
Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church to either permanent-
ly exempt the archdiocese
from the purview of a syn-
odal decision in August last
year on the way the Mass is
celebrated or to grant a spe-
cial privilege to celebrate the
Mass as it is being done now.

The 30th Synod of Bish-
ops of the Syro-Malabar
Church will begin here at
Mount St. Thomas, Kakka-
nad, near Kochi, on January
7 and conclude on January
15. The samithi expressed
the hope the synod would

be an occasion to reconcile
the differences of opinion
over the way the Mass is ce-
lebrated in the archdiocese.

“Not practical’

Senior priests Sebastian
Thalian and Jose Vailikko-
dath of the samithi and lead-
er of Alamaya Munnettam (a
collective of lay people) Binu
John said a Bishop had been
consecrated in the Antio-
chian rite in the Kottayam
archdiocese despite it being
a part of the Syro-Malabar
Catholic Church. It was thus
clear that uniformity was
not practical in the Syro-Ma-
labar Church, they said.

The synod ruled in August
last year that the Mass
should be celebrated with
the celebrant (priest) facing
the congregation (partici-
pants) for the first part, and
then face away from the con-

gregation for the second

half. However, over the last
half-a-century, the Ernaku-
lam-Angamaly archdiocese
has been practising fully
congregation-facing Mass.
The synod has recommend-
ed the new way of Mass cele-
bration without consultation

. or discussions, the sannthi

leaders said.

‘Imposition’

The decision on uniform
Mass celebration was an in-
stance of imposition from-
top and does not jell with
Pope Francis’ ideas and was
not in keeping with the spirit
of the Second Vatican Coun-

cil, they said.

The priests and lay mem-
bers also said that it was not
right for Major Archbishop
Cardinal George Alencherry,
an accused in several civil
cases, to continue as the pre-
sident of the Synod of Bish-
ops.
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Church begins amid tension

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Kochi
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THE 30th ma]or archlepmmpal
Synod of the Syro- ‘Malabar
Church will begin at Mt St Tho-
mas, Kakkanad, on Friday.-Car-
dinal Mar George Alencherry,
head of the Church, will lead the
Synod in which 57 bishops, in-
cluding those retired and from
abroad, will take part.

The nine-day Synod will end
on January 15.

Meanwhile, the Syrian Catho-
lic Liturgical Forum, a body of
priests from various dioceses of
the Church, has urged the Synod
to revisit its decision to imple-
ment the new format of the Holy
Mass in the churches and
parishes.

“In Thrissur, Irinjalakuda,
Thamarassery, Palakkad and

Mananthavady dioceses the new
Holy Mass was implemented for-
cibly despite the protests: -of the™

diocesan priestst Thefe*ehould- E

be an arrangement by the Synod
considering the emotions of the
faithful and priests who have
been following the old format of
the Holy Mass for decades,” said
Fr Rajan Punnackal, secretary
of Syrian Catholic Liturgical
Forum.

However, the latest editorial
of Sathyadeepam, the weekly

‘'published by Ernakulam-Anga-

maly Archdiocese, expressed
hope the Synod will resolve is-
sues within the Church and
dioceses.

According to church authori-
ties, the Synod will discuss on

relevant toplcs of the church
and societal issues.
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30th conclave of Bishops of Syro-Malabar Catholic Church begins at Mount St. Thomas in city

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI ;

Almaya Munnettam, repre-
senting a section of lay peo-
ple in the Archdiocese of Er-
nakulam-Angamaly of the
Syro-Malabar Catholic
Church, submitted a memo-
randum to the Synod of Bish-
ops of the Syro-Malabar
Church on Saturday to either

permanently exempt the’

archdiocese from the pur-
view of a Synodal decision in
August last year on the way
the Mass is celebrated or to
grant the archdiocese special
privilege to celebrate the
Mass as it is being celebrated
NOWw.

The representation was
submitted to the 30th Synod

that began here at the head-
quarters of the Syro-Malabar
Church at Mount St. Thomas,
Kakkanad, near Kochi, on 5a-
mdayltwﬂlnondudcmja

a sit-in if they were not al-
lowed to submit the repre-
sentation and later, Almaya
Munnettam leader Binu John
and Pastoral Council general
secretary P. Pi Gerard sub-
mitted the representation.
The},r said theym optimis-

tic that the wnuld be

the way the Mass is celebrat-
ed in the archdiocese.
Though priests in the
archdiocese had initially
planned to submit a memo-
randum to the Synod on the
issue, they withdrew from
the move after a group of se-
nior Bishops expressed their
opinion against the imposi-
tion of a uniform method.

59 ?@ Vl%%rm Mass ce:l:';uf:: )

The group of lay people :
and priests had come out
against a Synodal decisionin
August last year. The Synod
ruled that the Mass should be

celebrated with the cele-

brant (priest) facing the con-
gregation (participants) for

the first part, and then face

away from the congregation :5

for the second half.

o
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Laity activists
stage protest

TIMES News NETWORK

Kochi: Laity activistsfromthe Ernakulam-An- :

gamaly archdiocese on Saturday staged a sit-in
outside Mount St Thomas near Kakkanad-the
venue for the first session of the 30th Synod of
the Syro-Malabar Church-af-
ter they were denied entry
when they cametosubmitame-
morandum.

Police were deployed i in the
area to avoid untoward inci-
dents.. Following the protest,
the memorandum seeking permanent excep-
tionfrom the new format of Holy Mass, prescri-
bed by the Synod, was accepted by church aut-
horities from the leaders of the laity group at
thereception of theheadquarters.

Cardinal George Alencherry, during the
inaugural address, said that implementing the
unified format in 34 dioceses was a triumph for
the unity of the Church. He added that the Sy-
nod will discuss the issues insomeareas and gi-
veguidelines accordingly.

: *Attacks against Christians across countrya




JUTSIDE CHURCH HEADQUARTERS

| ACﬂWStS submit petition against new format; allowed inside after hunger 5triki call

mnsss NEWS SERVICE @Kochi

ilEI'mmiherpmtestwasstaged
b laity in front of Mount St

| Thomas, headquarters of Syro-
| Malabar Church in Kakkanad,

where the 30th synod of the
{{hurch is being conducted. On
denying entry inside the head-
guarters, a sit-in protest was

[ donducted by laity activists,

who had reached there to sub-
prit a petition regarding the im-

mentation of the new for-
mat of Holy Mass.
-tThe representatives of Al-
maya Munnettam, laity organi-
shtion of the archdiocese, were
stopped at the gate when they
arrived at 10am by the police
denying entry inside. They pro-
tested till 4pm and it was after
dmnouncing that they will stage
ahunger strike that they agreed
tp let them inside and hand
ever the petition. Police were
deployed in the area to avoid
i
-

1

Members of Almaya Munnettam protest in front of Mount St Thomas, Kakkanad, the
headquarters of the Syro-Malabar Church on Saturday

untoward incidents. Mar Se-
bastian Vaniyapurackal, the
Curia Bishop, received the peti-
tion from the representatives
of the laity organisation.

The petition sought to ex-
clude permanent exemption
from the new format of mass
prescribed by the synod. “The
Holy Mass has been practised

for over 50 years. Forcefully im-
plementing the 50-50 formula
by the bishops of the Synod
without any discussions can-
not be accepted,” said Riju Kan-
jookaran, spokesperson of the
Almaya Munnettam.

While formally inaugurating
the first session of the synod,
Cardinal Mar George Alencher-

ry, head of the SyroMalahar
Church,] outthat imple-
mantmgyttlﬁg g:};-'é Mass, ap-
proved In August
in 34 dioceses of the Church is
the of the unity in the
Church. He added that guide-
lines will be issued to some
urcﬁsa that have difficulty in
j_mplementlns the new format.
Concern over attack
agalnst Christlans
The synod, during its session,
raised its concern over the ris-
ingattacks on Christiansacross
the country. “Contrary to the
secular nature of the country,
there is a rising tendency to
search and attack Christian in-
stitutions. Also, deliberate at-
tempts by authorities targeting
various institutionsof the Mis-
sionaries of Charity Congrega-
tion of St Mother Theresa are
unfortunate,” said a statement
released by the Church.
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Priests of Ernakul
archdiocese begin hunger strike

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE@Kochi

DEMANDING a permanent exception
from the new unified mode of celebrat-
ing Holy Mass from the ongoing Syro-
Malabar Church Synod meeting, a sec-
tion of priests of Ernakulam-Angamaly
archdiocese began a hunger strike at Er-
nakulam Bishop’s House.

Over 50 priests of the archdiocese took
part in the protest. Meanwhile, laity ac-
tivists of the archdiocese took out a ve-
hicle rally to Mount St Thomas, head-
guarters of the Church, demanding the
Synod to act on major issues in the
Church: including the discrepancies in

the controversial land deals.
“‘According tn’thebﬂmt‘s’. the Syro-Mal-

abar Synod is trying to force Metropoli-  should not come 1
tan Vicar Archbishop Antony Kariyilto - ing the existing m

regard to the Holy Mass. :
“When decisions regarding an arch-
diocese is taken, certain Canon samithis
including the decision-making samithi
and presbyterial council should be in-
formed. Though we had approached the
Synod to engage in discussions, no mem-

Kuriakose M1

am-Angamaly (

im

: g’ S ‘
Fr Babu Kalathil on hunger strike at Ernakulam

Bishops' House on Wednesday

PR S T ST T o B T R R T G

ber was ready to do so. If the Synod is

trying to force its decisions upon the

archdiocese without any discussion, it
will affect the unity inthe archdiocese” _
said presbyterial counci ary B

—

along with two vicar
Forane vicars held a meet:
ed to call a meeting of all p
archdiocese on Thursday to de |
the future course of action. |




Over 10

O priests stage fast in

front of Cardinals residence

Demand to exempt archdiocese from uniform Mass

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
EOCHI

More than 100 priests from
the Syro-Malabar Archdio-
cese of Ernakulam-Angama-
ly staged a protest fast in
front of the residence of Car-
dinal George Alencherry,
head of the Syro-Malabar
Church, in the city to reiter-
ate their demand that the
archdiocese be allowed to
continue with the tradition
of fully congregation-facing
Mass and be given perma-
nent exemption from a di-
rective of the Synod of Bish-

ops of the Church last August

in this regard.

A member of the Athiru-
patha Samrakshana Samithi
(forum of priests for protec-
tion of the archdiocese) said
there were around 350
priests, who could actually

icipa 'mmepmt&:tbut
COVID-19 protocol saw

;ﬁmﬂ 100 of them taking
part in the protest. The sa-
mithi leader said any at-

Almaya Munnettam, an organisation of lay people in the
archdiocese of Ernakulam Angamaly, taking out a black flag
march to the headquarters of the Syro-Malabar Church

on Wednesday. =THULASI KAKKAT

tempt to impose the uniform
Mass system would be
resisted.

The day-long fast was
staged even as the 30th Syn-
od of Bishops of the Syro-Ma-
labar Church was in progress

at the church headquarters
at Mount St. Thomas in Kak-
kanad, near here. The com-
munity of priests had earlier
submitted a memorandum
to the Synod raising the
same demand. Ll

The 30th Synod, which
began on January 7, will con-
clude on January 15 and the
community of priests re-
quested the Bishops to con-
sider the occasion as an op-
portunity to reconcile the
differences of opinion on the
celebration of the Mass.

Meanwhile, Almaya Mun-
nettam, a collective of lay pe-
ople, organised a black flag
protest march to the arch-
diocesan in
the afternoon, demanding,
among things, the spirit of
the Second Vatican Council
should be preserved and the
Synod, which had lost its
synodality, should quit. The
ing for more transparency in
church administration and
gregation-facing Mass should
be allowed in the archdio-
cese and alleged the Cardi-
nal Alencherry was using the
issue of Mass celebration to

~ camouflage other issues.
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~ Priests begin
~ indefinite fast

Times News NETWORK * o1

i Kochi: Even as the synod of
: Syro-Malabar Churchispro-
: EIEESing in Kakkanad, pri-
: maly archdiocese startedan T8
: indefinite hunger strike at |
: Ernakulam Bishop’s house (S0 |
: on Wednesday night, see- Fr Babu Kalathil on hunger
: King a favourable decision strike at Ernakulam Bishop's
: from the synod regarding house on Wednesday

the style of mass. The arch- :
diocese wants a permanent  the format of mass followed :
exception from the new uni- - by the archdiocese. The sit-
fied mode prescribed by the  in strike that began at Ilam, :
synod. £ turned info an indefinite :

UNIFIED HOLY MASS
thesynod wastryingtopres-  decision on how to conduct :
sure the metropolitan, vicar ~ further protests will be deci-
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Over 250 prlests protest at BlShOp s House

Times NEws NETWORK

: Kochi: Over 250 priests of the
. Ernakulam-Angamaly arch-
. diocese on Thursday gathered
; attheBishop's House in Erna-
. kulam where a priest on Wed-
: nesdaynight started an indefi-
: nite hunger strike. The priests
: are protesting the synod’s de-

_HOLYMASS

: cisionto u:riafy the style of Ho-
:  ly Mass and are demanding a
: permanent exception from
: thechange.

: Even as the hunger strike
by the priest is progressing at
the Bishop's House, a laity
: member from the archdiocese
: started an indefinite hunger
:  strike at the gates of Mount St
Thomas, the Church headqu-
arters where the synod was
progressing. Laity activists

under the banner of Almaya

Pratestmg prlﬂsts of the Ernakulam- Angamaly arthdmcese gathered
at the Bishop's House in Ernakulam on Thursday

Munnettam, a laity organisa-
tion, held a protest carrying
torches to Mount St Thomas
on Thursday evening, raising
the same demands.
Meanwhile, adelegationof
priests from the consultors'fo-
rum of the archdiocese on

Thursday night visited Mount
St Thomas to meet with mem-
bers of the permanent synod.
However, Church sources we-
re yet to confirm any official
discussion between the bi-
shops and priests on the issue.

The archdiocese on Wed-

nesday formed a committee of
priests to counter any moves
against ‘Mass Versus popu-
lum’, the format of the Holy
Mass followed by the archdip-
cese. :
Priests on Thursday stres-
sed that they would protest
any move by the synod to for-
cefully implement the new
mode of Holy Mass. Fr Sebas-

.Samﬂl'w abadyofpﬂestsm -

the archdiocese, said that the
permission of the canonical
bodies of the archdiocese sho-
uld be sought before taking
any decisions pertaining to
the archdiocese.

Fr Babu Kalathil is on
hunger strike at the Bishop's
House, while a laity member,
Prakash P John started an in-
definite hunger strike inama-
keshift tent at the gates of Mo-
unt St Thomas.
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in the Congress candidates list for UP assembly polls. And few names in
the list shows how the oppressed under BIP regime are empowered,

Hats off to Bprivankagandhi for this path breaking initiative.
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Holy Mass controversy: After priest,'é

laity member

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Koch

DEMANDING a permanent ex-
emption from implementing the
new format of the Holy Mass
approved by the synod of the
S},'_I'U-Ma.labar Church, over 250
priests of the Ernakulam-Anga-
maly archdiocese on Thursday
gathered at the Ernakulam
Bishop's House where a priest
had started an indefinite hun-
ger strike on Wednesday night.
Meanwhile, a laity member
from the archdiocese started an
indefinite hunger strike at the
gates of Mount St Thomas, the
headquarters of the Church
where the synod is progressing.
The laity activists, under the
banner of Almaya Munnettam,
held a protest carrying flam-
beaus to Mount St Thomas on
Thursday evening raising the
same demand. :
The priests stressed they will
protest any move by the synod
to forcefully implement the new
mode of Holy Mass.
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Priests protesting at Ernakulam Bishop's House on Thursday

“It is learnt that the synod is
attempting to force Metropoli-
tan Vicar Mar Antony Kariyil
to withdraw the exemption
granted by him to the archdio-
cese after a meeting with the
Pope. When we realised that de-
liberate attempts were made by
the synod, we started the hun-
ger strike,” said a priest.

“For over 50 years, we have
been following the old mode of
the Holy Mass, facing the peo-
ple. We urge the synod not to
make any form of changes to
the Holy Mass we practice. It is

our right. The synod should of-
ficially recognise the Holy Mass
that is in place at the archdio-
cese. The permission of the ca-
nonical bodies of the archdio-
cese should be sought if any
decision pertaining to the arch-
diocese is taken,” said Fr Sebas-
tian Thalivan, convener,
Athirupatha Samrakshana
Samithy. ' :
Meanwhile, priests from the
consultors’ forum of the arch-
diocese visited Mount St Tho-
mas to meet the bishops late o .
Thursday. -



Row over Mass: priests seek meeting with synod

They warn of
stepping up stir
if demands

are not met

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
KOCHI

The deadlock in the Syro-Ma-
labar Church over whether
to conduct the Mass facing
the altar or congregation
continued on Thursday as
the consultative forum of the
Ernakulam Angamaly arch-
diocese, mostly comprising
priests, made it clear that
they would step up the agita-
tion against the Church lea-
dership until their demands
are met.

The representatives of the
forum, who were asked to
turn up at the Mount St. Tho-
mas in Kakkanad where the
synod of the Syro-Malabar
Church was progressing,
said in the evening that they

Burning issue: Priests and laity of the Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese holding a torchlight procession to St. Thomas
Mount at Kakkanad in Kochi where the Synod of the
archdiocese was held on Thursday. =sPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

~ could not meet the members

of the synod despite getting a

clear assuran surance in the after-
5, S R

“uWe have decided to e
main here on a fast demand-

ing that the members of the

synod meet us," they said.
;j;%reaentaﬂves ‘of the ‘Al-
ni‘eyayunnettam,’ a collec-
tive of lay people, staged a
torchlight protest in front of

the church headquarters.
The differences over the
celebration of the Mass had
widened after 100-o0dd
priests staged a fast in front
of the residence of Cardinal
George Alencherry, head of
the Syro-Malabar Church, in

‘the city on Wednesday to

reiterate their demand that
the archdiocese be allowed
to continue with the tradi-

tion of celebrating the Mass
facing the congregation the
whole time and be given per-
manent exemption from a
directive of the synod issued
in last August in this regard.

The forum leaders had :
said earlier that any attempt
to impose uniform Mass
would be resisted. The situa-
tion had aggravated amidst
the progress of the 30th syn-
od of bishops of the Church
at Mount St. Thomas in Kak-
kanad.

The community of priests
had earlier submitted a
memorandum to the synod
raising the same demand.
The 30th synod, which be-
gan on January 7, will con-
clude on January 15.

‘Synod should quit’
Almeya Munnettam reiterat-
ed its demand that the spirit
of the Second Vatican Coun-
cil be preserved and the syn-
od should quit.
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Laity wave black ﬂag at blShOpS
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BLACK flags were waved by
laity at Bishops who came out
of Mount St Thomas, head-
quarters of the Syro Malabar
Church, where the Synod was
going on, Meanwhile, in the
wake of lack of response from
the Synod regarding the is-
sues relating to the mode of
conducting Holy Mass, laity
activists and priests declded
to continue their hunger
strike.

Fr Tom Mullanchira is con-
tinuing hunger strike at Er-
nakulam Bishops' House,
while Fr Babu Kalathil is at
the hospital where he was

In the Wﬂke ofla ﬁ'f -Lj*res onse
from the Synod ﬁ%gfalngpthe
issues relating to th e of
conducting Holy , laity
activists and ﬂﬂf sts decided to
continue their hunger s ke
forcefully shifted p
Friday. With the Sypog o
ing to an end,
Prakash P John it’éﬁgﬁz
Keecheri, who wepq re protest-
ing 111 fl"DI‘lt of th hEadquar,
ters of the Chur urch, ghifted

their venue of hun .
to Ernakulam Eegﬁggﬁ

House.

A section of priests and la-
ity of Ernakulam-Angamaly
Archdiocese is seeking per-
manent exemption from the
new format of Holy Mass ap-
proved by the Synod. As per
the priests, the Synod was
putting pressure on the metro-
politan vicar of the archdio-
cese Mar Antony Kariyil to
revoke the exemption that he
had granted to the archdio-
cese from conducting the new
mode of mass. The Church
with the support of the Orien-
tal Congregation has been tak-
ing a stand that the exemption
granted to the archdiocese
was against rules.
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New Ar Chblsho '''' The T

Times News NETwork

Bishop Mar Peter
Kochupurackal as the new Bishopof
the Eparchy of Palghat.

The first session of the synod,
which began on January 7 at Mount
St Thomas, Kakkanad, was conclu-
ded on Saturday. Major Archbishop
Cardinal George Alencherry anno-
unced the appointment orders of the
archbishop-elect and bishop-elect.

Mar Joseph Pamplany was born
on December 3, 1969, He was ordained
priest on December 30, 1997 He was
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n:hhlshup-elect of the lrchepamhy of
Tellicherry Bishop Mar Joseph Pamplany
seeks blessings of Major M:ill:ishup
Cardinal Genmulmclmm i i
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born in Mathlmmolx?m He
did his priestly studies at St Joseph's
mtiﬂml:iemhm'gﬁﬂumﬂehasa
doctoral degree in Canon law from
the Oriental Imtttnta in Rome. He
was appointed Auxiliary Bishop of
Palghat on January 15, 2020, and was
consecrated on June 18, 2020. His ap-
pointment isfollowing theretirement
ufthﬂmtﬁmhuphmqlmhﬂa-
nathodath. "
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abar Church

unt St Thomas after the synod’s con.
clusion on Saturday evening,
Seeking a permanent exemption
from the new format of conducting
Holy Mass prescribed by the synod,
FrTom Mullanchira iscontinuinghis
hunger strike at the Ernakulam Bi-
shop's House. Earlier, Fr Babu Kalat-
hil, who launched a hunger strike,
was forcefully shifted to a hospital
where he is continuing the strike.

and Prakash P John, who were on
hungerstrike at the gates of Mount St
Thomas, were shifted to the Bishop's
House on Saturday evening,

Priests alleged that the synod was
pressuring the metropolitan vicar of

f ‘the archdiocese Mar Antony Kariyil

'Ed_l Eh‘ﬂﬂtthﬂ 2xem pﬂtm thatheg![‘ﬂnv
ted to the archdiocese from conduc-

fo- tingthenew mode of Holy Mass.
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